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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JULES A. TIXIER, of
Brooklyn, county of Kings, and State of New
York, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in Portable Fire-Escapes, of which
the following is a specification : '

Figure 1 represents my improved device as
arranged in a window for use. Fig. 2 repre:
~ sents the same as rolled up and hung upon a
wall. Fig. 3 is a side view of the same, show-
ing one way of using it. Pig. 4 is a top view
of the grooved cylinder and its frame. Fig. 5
is a bottom view of the same. ‘

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.

- The object of this invention is.to furnish a
fire-escape which shall be simple and neat in
construction, and at the same time small, so
that it can be conveniently carried by travel-
ers, and used whenever there may be occa-
sion.

The invention consists in the grooved and
perforated cylinder, cast solid with the frame,
and provided with the loop and the single or
double rope, as hereinafter fully described.

In the drawings, A is an iron cylinder,
. which is cast in one piece with a frame, B,
and upon the fuce of which is formed a groove,
a', which passes across the end parts of one
side, and diagonally across the other side, as
shown in Figs. 4 and 5, the bars of the frame
B being notched transversely where the groove
a' passes beneath them, forming round holes.

Through the center of the cylinder A is
formed a hole, @, through which passes a rope
or strap-loop, C. :

D is a rope, which is passed twice around
the cylinder A, and rests in the groove a?.

The device may be used in two ways.
First, the rope D has a loop or eye formed
upon one end, which is hooked upon a hook

or some other support near the window. The
loop O is then passed around the waist of the
person, who grasps the rope D, below the de-
vice A B, in his hands, and passes out of the
window, when his weight causes the said de-
vice A B to slide down the rope D, the rapid-
ity of descent being controlled by throwing

"more or less weight upon the rope D, which

he holds in and allows to pass through his
hands. Second, the loop C is fastened to a
hoek or other support, and the rope D, which
in this case is made double or endless, is
passed out of the window, and the person de-
scénds by it, either by grasping it in his hands,
which, in this case, should be kept from slip-
ping by knots formed upon the said rope,
or by being secured to the said rope by
straps. In the latter case he should grasp
the other part of the rope D in his hands.
The latter mode of use is preferable when

/Inany persons are to escape by the device, as

the alternate parts of the rope D can be used
by sucessive persons, and the necessity of
drawing the device A B up,“and adjusting it -
after it has been used each time, will be
avoided.

Having thus fully described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

A casting consisting of the centrally-perfo-
rated cylinder A and frame B, the former hav-
ing groove al.across the ends of one side and
diagonally across the other, while the frame
has transverse notches on its bars, in combi-
nation with the loop C and rope D, as and
for the purpose specified.
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