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3,570,498 1 
TROCAR AND CANNULA FORVETERINARY USE 

This application is a continuation of Ser. No. 662,617 filed 
Aug. 23, 1967, now abandoned. 
The invention relates to a trocar and cannula for veterinary 

St. 

A cannula is a tube which may be inserted into the rumen of 
an ox to release trapped air or other fluid. The insertion is 
made through the abdominal wall of the ox with the aid of a 
trocar, a sharp, pointed instrument. The cannula may be a 
straight tube in which the trocar is placed, during insertion, so 
as to project from the end of the cannula by say, half an inch, 
After insertion the trocar is removed to release the trapped air 
or other fluid. When it is desired to leave the cannula in posi 
tion for some time then it may be attached to the animal's skin 
by means of adhesive applied to a flange projecting from the 
cannula. In such an arrangement the cannula may be loosened 
by movement of the animal's body so that it may come par 
tially out of the body. 
According to the present invention there is provided a 

veterinary instrument comprising a cannula having a straight 
portion and a curved end portion, and a trocar having a tubu 
lar portion within which the straight portion of the cannula is 
rotatably received and an end portion which fits over one side 
of the curved end portion of the cannula and has a pointed tip, 
the cannula being rotatable to a position in which its curved 
end portion is outside the end portion of the trocar in order to 
anchor the instrument in position after insertion. 
The instrument may include means for locking the cannula 

and trocar against relative rotation in either of two positions, 
in one of which the end portion of the trocar fits over the can 
nula and in the other of which the end portions are at an angle 
to one another. The cannula and trocar may be held in the 
locked positions by a spring against which they can be axially 
displaced for rotation of one relative to the other. 
The instrument may also include a disc displaceable along 

the trocar to assist the anchorage of the instrument. After in 
sertion of the trocar and rotation of the cannula to anchor the 
instrument within the rumen the disc is advanced to press 
against the skin of the animal and hold the instrument in place. 
An embodiment of the invention will be described with 

reference to the accompanying drawings, in which: 
FIG. 1 is a view of an instrument constructed according to 

the invention in the position occupied during insertion, the 
"closed' position. 

FIG. 2 is a view of the instrument shown in FIG. 1 in the 
position occupied after insertion, the "open' position. 
The instrument includes a cannula which, as shown in FIG. 

1 is an open tube 1 having a straight portion and a curved end 
portion. When inserted through the side of an ox, into its ru 
men, collected fluid may enter the cannula by way of a hole 2 
and leave by way of the outer end 3. A trocar is formed by a 
tubular element 4 which fits over the straight portion of the 
cannula and has an end portion 5 which fits over the inside of 
the curved end of the cannula and a pointed tip 6. 
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A knob 7 is fixed to the outer end of the cannula. The knob 

is pressed outwardly with respect to the trocar by a spring 8 
and the outward motion is limited by a pin 9 projecting from 
the cannula and guided in a slot 10 in the trocar. 
The instrument can be locked with the pin in two positions 

at the opposite ends of the slot and preferably at 180 to each 
other. 
One locked position, the "closed' position is shown in FIG. 

1. With the end of the cannula resting against the trocar, the 
instrument is inserted in the animal's side with a short stab, 
The knob 7 is then pressed to release the cannula which is 
then rotated to the other locked position, the "open' position, 
shown in FIG. 2. This provides an anchorage preventing the 
withdrawal of the instrument until the lock is released. A 
movable disc 1 is mounted on the trocar and, after insertion 
of the instrument, is pressed on to the side of the animal and 
held by the fastening of a thumbscrew 12. This disc supple 
ments the anchorage by firmly holding the instrument in posi 
tion, with the end portions of the trocar resting against the in 
ternal wall of the rumen. 

In the embodiment described, the trocar rests on the inner 
side of the curve of the cannula. In an alternative embodiment 
the trocar may rest on the outer side of the curve. In the latter 
case the spring would act in the opposite direction so as to 
retain the end of the cannula against the trocar in the "closed' 
locked position. 

I claim: 
1. A veterinary instrument comprising: 
a cannula having a tubular straight portion and a tubular 
curved end portion; 

a trocar having a tubular portion within which the tubular 
straight portion of said cannula is rotatably received and a 
curved end portion having a concave inner surface 
adapted to fit over one side of the curved end portion of 
said cannula, said end portion having a pointed tip; 

means for rotating said cannula between a first position in 
which its curved end portion is fitted within the curved 
end portion of said trocar and a second position in which 
its curved end portion is outside of and at an angle to the 
curved end portion of said trocar whereby said instru 
ment may be anchored in position after insertion; and 

an opening in the sidewall of said cannula substantially in 
alignment with the straight portion of said cannula. 

2. An instrument as claimed in claim 1 including means for 
locking said cannula and trocar against relative rotation in 
either of said two positions, 

3. An instrument as claimed in claim 2 comprising spring 
means for holding said cannula and trocar in the locked posi 
tions. 

4. An instrument as claimed in claim 3 including a pin and 
slot connection between said cannula and said trocar, said slot 
having angularly spaced locking portions. 

5. An instrument as claimed in claim 1 including a disc dis 
placeable along said trocar to assist the anchorage of the in 
strument. 


