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This invention comprises improverinents in 
crushable containers of the type used for various 
purposeS Such as aminonia inhaliants, perfume 
dispensers and the like. 
An object of this invention is to provide a 

construction for crushable containers which 
improves the appearance, utility and effective 
neSS of Such devices. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a construction which insures against injury to 
the user when the liquid containe' which is of 
glass is broken. 
A Still further object of the invention is to 

p'OWide a construction in Such a device which 
facilitates the release of the liquid. 
Another object of the invention is to pro 

Wide a construction which is adapted to reduce 
manufacturing costs. 
Other and more detailed objects of the inven 

tion Will be apparent from the following descrip 
tion of the embodiment thereof illustrated in 
the attached drawing. 

In the accompanying drawing 
Figure 1 is an elevational View of a crushable 

container in accordance With this invention; 
Figure 2 is an exploded elevational view there 

of showing the parts comprising the same; and 
Figure 3 is a croSS Sectional view taken on 

the line 3-3 of Figure 1. 
As illustrated in Figure 2, the coimplete struc 

ture consists of a vial or anpule of Some Suit 
able material Such as gaSS Sealed to retain the 
liquid content L, no matter what it be, against 
leakage and evaporation. The ampule is en 
closed Within a tube of suitable material such 
as paper impregnated with a Water repellent 
material, fiber, thin plastic oi' other non 
absorbent material. As illustrated, the tube 
is provided With one or more Slits or perfora 
tions 2. The tube encased ampule is then 
slipped into a woven or braided tubular casing 
f3, itself made of any suitable material such 
as natural or Synthetic fibers. The ends of the 
outer casing 3 are closed adjacent the ends of 
the tube by any suitable fastening Ineans 5 
which may be of metal, plastic material or even 
a tightly wrapped binding thread. The ter 
minal ends A are preferably caused, in any Suit 
able manner, to be unravelled slightly to give 
tuft ends to the article, thereby improving its 
appearance. 
The improvements resulting froii this con 

struction are, first, that the protective tubing 
is sufficiently form sustaining So as to give the 
finished article an appearance of regularity not 
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otherwise obtainable if the irregular shaped 
alinpule 3 Were inserted directly into the braided 
Or WOvein casing 3 as is common in present 
practice. Furthernore, the protective tubing 
Serves to provide a uniform and semi-rigid sur 
face which facilitates the application of a label 
to the exterior casing 3 or aids in printing or 
otherwise impressing on the surface thereof any 
identifying legend that may be desirable. Also, 
the tubing protects the user against possible 
injury when the container is broken by crush 
ing or otherwise at the time the fiuid is to be 
released. In addition to preventing the glass 
fragi:28rtS in the case of a glass ampule from 
cutting the user, it also serves to prevent, the 
unsightly effect of having these fraginents work 
through the outer casing 3 as is frequently 
true Without the use of the sleeve . Also, 
the provision of the protective tube facilitates 
the introduction of the aimpule into the woven 
Or braided outer tubular casing i3 by preventing 
the incre or less pointed end of the ampuie 
from entangling with the meshes of the outer 
tubing as is frequently the case when the ampule 
itself is forced endwise into the outer casing. 

Also, the application of a label or printing to 
the outer casing may be effected by machine, 
thereby Speeding up the process of manufacture 
by reason of the protection afforded the ampule. 
Likewise, the danger of fracture of the anpule 
at the ends in the machine application of the 
binding 5 is rhinimized by use of the sleeve . 
Finally, the slits 2 in the sleeve facilitate the 
escape of the liquid when the anpule is broken 
to the outer absorbent casing 3 which quickly 
absorbs it by capillary action. 

Thus, it Will be seen by the Sinple structural 
improvement herein disclosed that a wide variety 
of advantages are obtained Which simplify and 
facilitate manufacture of the devices and 
increase the usefulness thereof by preventing 
possibility of injury to the user. 

It will be apparent to those skilled in the art 
that the subject matter of this invention is 
capable of Sorne variation and i do not desire 
therefore to be limited except as required by 
the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. An article of the type described comprising 

a crushable vial, a perforate sleeve enclosing said 
Vial, an absorbent covering Overlying Said sleeve, 
and means for closing the ends of Said covering, 
said sleeve comprising a fluid repellent tube hav 
ing one or more openings. 

2. An article of the type described comprising 
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a crushable vial, a perforate sleeve enclosing Said REFERENCES CITED 
vial, an absorbent covering overlying said sleeve, The following references are of record in the 
and means for closing the ends of Said covering, file of this patent: 
Said Sleeve comprising a fiuid repellent tube hav 
ing One or more openings in the form of slitS. 5 UNITED STATES PATENTS 

3. An article of the type described comprising Number Name Date 
a crushable Vial, a perforate Sleeve enclosing said 2,209,914 Gerber ------------ July 30, 1940 
vial, an absorbent covering overlying said sleeve, 2,371,667 Arena ------------- Mar. 20, 1945 
and means for closing the ends of Said covering, 2,493,416 Negri -------------- Jan. 3, 1950 
Said sleeve comprising a fibrous material impreg- 10 
nated with a liquid repellent. 

HAROLD ROGERS BISHOP. 


