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another citation of other special reason (ns speclﬂed) . such documents, such combination being obvious to a person skilled in the art

0" document referring to an oral d:snlnsure, use, exhibition

or other means |

“*P"  document pubhshed prior to the international i Img date
but later than the priority dae claimed

“&"  documnent member of the same patent family

Date of the actual completion of the intemational search : - Datc of mailing of the international search Teport
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US 6895963 Bl (MARTIN ET AL) 24 May 2005
A see figure 1 & column 3 line 10 -- column 4 line 9 1-12
US 2007/0193582 A1 (KWOK ET AL) 23 August 2007 ]
A see figures 1 & 3 & page 2 paragraphs 22 - 28 1-12
) EP 0314305 A2 (THE BOC GROUP INC) 3 May 1989
A see abstract & figure 1 ) 1-12
US 2008/0072900 Al (KENYON ET AL)27 March 2008
. A see figures 1 & 24 & page 9 paragraph 205 —page 10 paragraph 209 16-18
US 2006/0130836 Al (WIXEY ET AL) 22 June 2006
A see figures 1, 4 & 5 & abstract 16-18
GB 2338420 A (FISHER & PAYKEL LIMITED) 22 December 1999 ‘
A see figures 1-2 & page 4 line 8 — page 6 line 3 16-18
US 6554260 BL- (LIPSCOMBE ET AL) 29 Apnl 2003 .
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Box No.II  Observations where certain claims were found unSenn:hable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international scarch report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)a) for the following
reasons: '

D Claims Nos.:

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

D Clalms Nos.:

: because they relate to pam of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such
an extent that no meaningful international scarch can be carried out, specifically:

El Claims Nos.:

because they are dependent claims and are nut draﬁed in accordance with the second and ﬂ'urd sentences.of Rule [ 4(3)

l__!dx No. IIT Observatmns where unity of invention is lacking (Contmuatmn ut’ item 3 of first sl_:eet)

This International Searching Anthority found muitiple-inventions in this-intemational application, as follows:

" see supplemental sheet:-

_ As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the appllcant, tius international search report covers all
searchable clalms . .

As all searchable claims could be scarched wnthout effort Justlfymg ‘additional fees, this Authority did not invite
payment of additional fees.

& 'D 0

As nnly some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the apphcant this international search report
covers only those claims for which fees were paid, speclf' ically claims Nos.:1-12, 16-18

4, D No required Additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this interational search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest I:I The additional search fees were accompamed by the apphcant s protest and, where apphcable,
. the payment of a protest fee.

The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest but the applicable -
protest fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation,

No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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Supplemental Box ;
{To be used when the space in any of Boxes [ -to IV is not sufficient)

Continnation of,Box No: III_

This International Application does not comply with the requnrements of unity of i mventlon because it does not relate i
to one invention or to a group of inventions so linked as to form a single. geneml mventwe coneept.

Ih assessing whether there is more than one invention claimed, [ have given consideration to those features
which can be considered to potentially distinguish the claimed combination of features from the prior art.
Where different claims have different distinguishing features they Hefine different inventions.

This Intcmatmnal Searching Authority has found that th_ere are dlfferent mvennons as follows:

» Claims 1-12 are directed io & control interface for a device that includes a rotary contrel dial
comprising a display for displaying a device control menu, a rotaty contre! dial to navigate within the
menu and & menn control 5o that at least one user parameter can be selscted within the menu. It is

considered that combination of features of the cantrol interface comprises a first dlsnngmshmg
feature.

« Claims 13-15 are directed to a set of controls for a CPAP device comprising a start/stop button,a
: display, two-menu keys and a push-button dial. It is considered that combination of features of the
controls for a CPAP device compnses a second distinguishing feature. -

» - Claims 16-18 are directed fo an apparatus for treating sleep disordered breathing comprising a flow
generator for delivering-a supply of air at positive pressure, a humidifier and a set of conmols
including a dial settable to adjust at least two parameters. It is considered that comhmatlon of features
of the controls for a CPAP device comprises a thll‘d distinguishing feature.

. PCT Rule 13.2, first sentence, states that unity of invintion is only fulfilled when there is a technical
relationship among the claimed inventions involving one or more of the same or corresponding special
technical features. PCT Rule 13.2, second sentence, deﬁnes a specm] technical feature as a feature which
makes a contribution over the prior art.

Each of the abovementioned groups of claims has a different dlstll'lgulshll'lg feature and thcy do not share any
feature which could satisfy the requirement for being a special technical feature. Because there is no common
special technical featurs it follows that there is no technical relationship between the ldentlﬁed mventnons
Therefore the claims do not satisfy the requirement of unity of invention a prwn . M

As thic search and examination for the additional inventions will each require more than negligible additional
search and exa.mmatlon effort over that for the first invention: and each other, 2 additional search fees are
warranted. -
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