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"The known easels for field use offer two
principal drawbacks; firstly they ave not of
a. substantial construction, and secondly it
becomes necessary to employ an umbrella or
like sunshade disposed at the rear of the
artist in order to. afford a certain protection
from the sun. But the umbrella will offer
but an imperfect protection, and the artist
18 thus obliged to paint pictures.of small

size and also to work in the sitting position.

Cases often arise in which the umbrella can-
not be mounted by :reason of the excessive
hardness of the ground. ‘

My invention has for its object to obviate
all such drawbacks by the use of a folding
easel which is of a most substantial con-
struction and may comprise a sunshade con-
sisting of a canvas frame which can be ad-
justed in all directions so that the artist is
enabled to work in the sitting or the stand-
ing position, and to paint pictures of large
size, irvespectively of the position of the
sun. The said easel is chiefly adapted for
printing and. drawing in the field, but it
may . also be employed .in. studios. .

The said device 1s shown by way of ex-
ample in-the appended. drawings in various
positions, and chiefly as follows. :

Fig. 1 shows the said easel as adapted for
work in the standing position, and Fig.
2 represents the same as adapted for work
in the sitting position. _

Fig. 3 shows another position for work

- whether sitting or standing, and Fig. 4 re-

5 lates to a position for work when facing the

stn.

Figs. 5 to 11 show details of the appara-
tus on a larger scale; and Figs. 12 to 14
modified forms of construction.

The easel properly so called consists, like
the known easels, of three rods or legs 1
consisting of sections either telescoping or
slidable upon each other. or hinged or
pivoted. together, and of a fourth rod 2
which is slidable on the rear leg; said rod
which has a shorter length is provided at
the end with a claw and a clamping screw
whereby the picture will be maintained at
all desired inclinations.

The three legs 1 are pivoted at the top in
the usval manner, and ave held with the
proper spacing by three small cross-pieces 3,
made in two telescoping parts with an ad-
justment screw, which are mounted by a

5 universal joint upon one of the said legs,

and can be hooked at the other end to the

adjacent leg. By the use.of the cross-pieces
3 which are extensible and can be inclined
in all dirvections, the legs 1.can be separated
or brought together to any desired extent,
thus enabling the artist to paint pictures of
all sizes, while at the same time he has the
advantage of an easel which is as substantial
as a studio easel.

The cross-pieces or rod elements 3 may be
employed with other types of easel than the
one described, and i a more general man-
ner, they constitute an improved holding
means for tripods which are used with cam-
eras, geodesic or levelling instruments and
the like, They may be made of wood or
metal; for instance the rod element 3 (Fig.
9) is of wood, and it comprises two rods 3’
3" in slidable connection and held in position

by set screws. The pivot device consists of 73

a hinge 27 (for horizontal motion) a pivot

80

joint 28 (for vertical motion) and 4 pin or

spindle 29 (for rotation), wherehy the rod
element is movabledn .all directions.

The rod element shown in Fig. 10 is me-
tallic and consists of tiwvo tubes which are
mounted together on the known telescoping

80

and rotating principle, so that the spindle -

29 may now be dispensed with.” This form
is adapted for use upon wood easels. while
the form shown in Fig. 11 is intended to be
clamped upon metal easels by means of the
collar 30. ‘

The two front legs of the easel carry the
supports or collars 4 for-holding the canvas
frame or picture backing; said collars are
slidable upon the legs of the easel; they com-
prise the slotted sector 5 and the pivot
mounting 6 (Fig. 5) whereby their movable
parts may assume the horizontal position at
all times or may be inclined for supporting
round or oval canvas frames or like picture
backing. - ‘

The top piece 7 connecting together the
three legs is provided with a clamping screw
8 for holding the arm supporting the sun-
shade 9; said arm consists of a rod 10 having
pivoted thereto a lever comprising two
pivoted branches 11 and 11’ (Fig. 6) ; to the
lever 10 is pivoted the strut 12 whose upper
end is pivoted to the member 13 slidable on
the lever 117: At the end of the latter is
the fork 14 in which may be secured, by a
screw 15, a clamp 16 which holds the frame
of the sunshade. The latter consists of the
three rods 17 provided with screws and nuts,
upon which is sewed the piece of canvas 18,

85

00

95

100

105

110




10

20

30

&

it being stretched by means of the pivoted
rods 19 and 20. The sunshade is held at the
rear by the clamp 16 and at the front by the
two telescoping legs 22 with pointed ends.

The legs 22 may be sunk in the ground, or
may be lLeld by the members 23, Fig. 8§,
which are susceptible of a double movement
of rotation and are secured to the guides of
the front legs of the easel. The lower end
of said members 23 will form a vise 25 hold-
ing the ends of the rods 22. Thwo additional
movable guides 26 provided with clamping
serews arve mounted upon the lower part of
the front legs of the easel, whereby the sun-
shade arrangement may be installed in such
manner that the artist shall be enabled to
work while seated.

I prefer to employ a connection between

the legs 22 and the rods 19 such as is shown -

in Fig. 7, it comprising a metal connecting
plate 24 which can be hinged as well as ro-
tated.

Obviously, the form of construction here-
inbefore described by way of example is sus-
ceptible of all desired modifications without
departing from the principle of the inven-
tion. For instance the several joints and
connecting devices may be of a different
character according as the apparatus is con-
structed of wood or metal.

My said easel may be adapted to hold any
desired formn of sunshade.

Tor this purpose the arm holding the sun-
shade (Fig. 12) consists of a rod 31 to the
top of which is pivoted the support 32, 33.
To the bottom of the rod 31 is pivoted at 41
the telescoping support 34 provided with a
clamping screw; said support as well as the
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support 33 ends in a clamp 35, 36 holding the
sunshade handle. To the bottom of the rod
31 is pivoted at 41 a second folding rod sup-
port 37—388 provided with the pivot joint 39
which is suitably attached to the point of
pivoting of the rods 32 and 83; said folding
support 37—38 serves for the tight holding
of the aforesaid arm carrying the sunshade,
in all positions. At the lower part of the
rod 81 is disposed the connecting member 42
whereof the nut 48 is screwed upon the
serewthreaded part 44 secured to the top of
the easel; T may replace this connection by a
set screw. The pivot joints of the said arm
are in all cases held by set screws. Tigs. 13
and 14 show different positions of the sun-
shade. :

I claim:

1. An easel comprising a folding support,
an arm carried by said support, a pivoted
lever on said arm, a strut pivoted to said
arm, the upper end of said lever being pro-
vided with a member slidable thereon, and
to which the upper end of said strut is
pivoted, and a jointed sunshade frame, and
a clamp connecting the same to said lever.

9. An easel comprising a folding support,
a pivoted forked lever carried by said sup-
port, adjustable legs detachably held by said
support, a sunshade, a frame foldable and
pivotally supported and carried by said legs
and support and lever and mounted for use
in elevated or lowered position, a strut and
2 member connected with said strut for hold-
ing the sunshade in different positions.

Signed at Paris, Seine, France, tlis
fifteenth day of May, 1925.

LOUIS GASTON JACQUE.
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