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This invention relates to holders for spools of thread 
and other articles and more specifically to a novel and 
improved tubular device in which articles such as spools 
of thread and the like may be readily inserted and re 
moved. In the case of thread, the invention affords 
convenient means for removal of thread from the spools 
Within the holder, for retaining the thread ends in an ac 
cessible position and for severing lengths of thread re 
moved from the spools. 
The packaging of many articles and particularly spools 

of thread has heretofore presented a problem as it is often 
important that the article be viewed directly by the pur 
chaser for the purpose of determining color, size and 
other characteristics. In the case of thread, the spools 
are usually placed in open containers so that they may 
be readily removed for color comparison, and frequent 
handling often soils or damages the thread. With this 
invention, the articles can be viewed while within the 
holder and in the case of spools of thread, the thread is 
protected and chances of damage are greatly minimized. 
Furthermore, the invention affords a convenient and prac 
tical means for holding thread and for dispensing the 
thread as it is needed. This avoids the customary tangles 
that often occur when a quantity of thread is retained 
within a single container. 

Another object of the invention resides in a novel and 
improved holder for spools of thread and other articles 
which may be made in a variety of configurations and ar 
ranged and designed to facilitate insertion and removal of 
articles therefrom. 
Another object of the invention resides in a novel and 

improved holder for spools of thread wherein the spools 
may be easily inserted and removed from the holder and 
the thread on spools within the holder may be readily 
and conveniently dispensed therefrom. 

Still another object of the invention resides in the pro 
vision of a novel and improved holder for spools of thread 
and other similar articles. 
The above and other objects and advantages of the in 

vention will become more apparent from the following 
description and accompanying drawings forming part of 
this application. 

In the drawings: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of one embodiment of 

a holder in accordance with the invention. 
FIGURE 2 is a perspective view of a holder similar to 

FIGURE 1 illustrating the manner in which spools of 
thread may be inserted and removed therefrom. 
FGURE 3 is a cross-sectional view of FIGURE 1 

taken along the line 3-3 thereof. 
FiGURE 4 is a perspective view of a fragmentary sec 

tion of the embodiment of the invention shown in FIG 
URES 1 and 2 and showing a thread retaining and sev 
ering element. 
FiGURES 5 through 7 are cross-sectional views of 

modified embodiments of the invention. 
The embodiment of the invention illustrated in FiG 

URES 1 to 3 is of cylindrical configuration and arranged 
to hold four individual spools of thread, it being under 
stood that the size and configuration of the spools would 
determine the length and diameter of the holder. It will 
also become apparent that while the holder when designed 
for spools of thread would normally have a cylindrical 
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configuration, other tubular configurations may also be 
utilized. 
More specifically and with reference to FIGURES 1 

through 3, the holder is generally denoted by the numeral 
E6 and has a cylindrical body 11 preferably formed of 
a transparent plastic though any other similar materials 
may be utilized. The body i? is held in its cylindrical 
configuration by a pair of end members or walls 12 that 
may be cemented or otherwise secured to the body. The 
end members 12 may be of any suitable material and 
may be in the form of solid disks or may comprise a plu 
rality of radial members radiating outwardly from a com 
mon center, it being merely necessary to provide a suit 
able closure for the retention of articles within the cylin 
drical body and to aid in the retention of the shape of 
the cylindrical body. 
The body 1 is further provided with a plurality of 

openings 13 which are particularly useful when the holder 
is intended for the retention of spools of thread since these 
openings facilitate removal of the spools from the hold 
er. It will be observed that the edges 4 of the body 
are in spaced relationship one to the other and form a 
relatively wide elongated slot therebetween. By forming 
the body 11 out of a resilient material such as plastic or 
the like, the spools of thread can be inserted and removed 
merely by spreading the edges 4 apart as shown in FIG 
URE. 2. In this case, the spool of thread 15 is in the 
process of being inserted within the holder 10. 

In the embodiment of the invention shown in FIG 
URES 1 through 3, at least one end wall 12 is provided 
with a thread retaining and severing means 16 which may 
be in the form of a circular member cemented or other 
wise fastened thereto. The thread end retaining means 
6 has a plurality of tabs E7 inclined outwardly from the 
body 8. In this way, the end of the thread from each 
spool is may be brought out through the slot defined 
by the edges 4 of the body and hooked about each of 
the tabs i7. When thread is needed, the end need mere 
ly be disengaged from its tab and after a suitable length 
of thread is removed, it can be again inserted beneath 
the tab and then by applying suitable stress to the thread 
the tab edge will function to sever the thread while re 
taining the remaining thread end. 

It is desirable, in the construction of the holder for use 
in retaining spools of thread 5, that the diameter of the 
body is be slightly greater than the spool and the total 
length be slightly greater than the total length of the 
spools to be retained therein. 
A modified embodiment of the invention is shown in 

FIGURE 4. In this embodiment, which is denoted by 
the numeral 10, the body 11" is provided with a triangu 
larly shaped tab 9 formed from the body material itself. 
The tab is severed from the body along the edges 20 and 
remains connected along the edge 21. By deflecting the 
tab 19 slightly outwardly as illustrated in FIGURE 4, 
the thread end may be readily and easily inserted between 
the tab 9 and the body 1" and the raw edge of the 
tab 19 will function to sever the thread when desired. 
With the utilization of a tab 19 for each of the several 
spools retained within the body, the threads are all main 
tained in Spaced relationship and thus simplify removal of 
thread from a selected spool. 

While the holder in accordance with the invention has 
been illustrated as being of cylindrical configuration when 
used for retaining spools of thread, it may of course have 
other configurations such as shown in FIGURES5 through 
7. In FIGURE 5, the body, generally denoted by the 
numeral 22, is pentagonal in configuration and may be 
utilized for retaining circular as well as pentagonal ob 
jects. For purposes of illustration, a spool of thread 15 
is shown within the holder and is inserted and removed in 
the same manner illustrated and described in FIGURES 1 
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to 3 by separation of the edges 23 sufficiently to permit 
insertion or removal of the article. FIGURE 6 is sim 
ilar to FIGURE 5 except that the body, denoted by the 
numeral 24, is of triangular configuration, while in FIG 
URE 7 the body 25 of the holder is of generally rec 
tangular configuration. The structures of FIGURES 5 
through 7 are shown by way of example to illustrate the 
usefulness of the invention for articles having shapes other 
than cylindrical or spherical. 
While only certain embodiments of the invention have 

been illustrated and described, it is apparent that altera 
tions, modifications and changes may be made without 
departing from the true scope and spirit thereof as defined 
by the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A holder for spools of thread comprising an elon 

gated tubular member of relatively thin pliable material 
and having a relatively wide slot extending throughout the 
length thereof, said slot having a width of the order of 
one-half the diameter of said spools, end members se 
cured to the ends of said tubular member for retention 
of spools within said tubular member and maintaining the 
configuration thereof, said tubular member having a plu 
rality of openings opposite said slot and spaced at in 
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tervals along its length with each interval being approxi 
mately equal to the length of a spool, and thread attach 
ing and cutting means carried by said holder for each 
spool of thread. 

2. A holder according to claim 1 wherein said thread 
attaching and cutting means is carried by one of said 
end members, the last said means and the last said 
member having registering openings for the accommoda 
tion of threads from said spools. 
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