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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
HENRY W. KNAUTZ, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, 
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999,232. 

To all whom it may concern. 
Be it known that I, HENRY W. KNAUTZ. 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Chicago, county of Cook, and State of Illi 
nois, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in Display Devices, of which 
the following is a specification. 
My invention relates to display devices 

and more specifically to that class thereof 
designed for use especially in the displaying 
of cloth samples or such other samples Or 
articles as can be conveniently mounted upon 
cards for that purpose. 
The object of my invention is the provi 

sion of a display device of the character 
mentioned, which will be of durable and 
economical construction and efficient in Op 
eration. 
Other objects will appear hereinafter. 
With these objects in view, my invention 

consists in a displaying device characterized 
as above mentioned, and in certain details 
of construction and arrangement of parts, 
all as will be hereinafter fully described 
and particularly pointed out in the append 
ed claims. 
My invention will be more readily under 

stood by reference to the accompanying 
drawings forming a part of this specifica 
tion and in which, 

Figure 1 is a top plan view of a display 
device embodying the preferred form of my 
invention, Fig. 2 is a longitudinal section 
on line a--a of Fig. 1, Fig. 3 is an enlarged 
transverse section. Online y—y of Fig. 1, 
Fig. 4 is a top plan view of a slightly 
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tially extended condition, Fig. 17 is an en 

modified form of my invention, Fig. 5 is a 
longitudinal section on line 2-2 of Fig. 4. 
Fig. 6 is a similar section enlarged showing 
the device in folded condition, the device 
therein shown being a slight modification of 
that shown in Fig. 5, Fig. 7 is a top plan 
view of another modified form, Fig. 8 is 
a longitudinal section on line - of Fig. 7, 
Fig. 9 is an enlarged transverse Section on 
line 1–4 of Fig. 7, Fig. 10 is a top plan 
view of the sections of the device shown in 
Fig. 7, detached, Fig. 11 is a section on line 
t it of Fig. 10, Fig. 12 is a top plan view 
of another modified form in folded condi 
tion, Fig. 13 is an end view thereof, Fig. 14 
is a plan view of one of the sections of the 
form shown in Fig. 12, extended, Fig. 15 is 
a section on line S-S of Fig. 14, Fig. 16 is 
a plan view of another modification in par 
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larged section on line r—r of Fig. 16, Fig. 
18 is a plan view of a modified form of 
One of the sections such as are used in the 
form shown in Fig. 16, Fig. 19 is a section 
on line p-p of Fig. 18, Fig. 20 is a plan 
view of still another modification, the dis 
play cards being detached, Fig. 21 is a sec 
tion on line q-q of Fig. 20, Fig. 22 is a 
plan view of this form in extended condi 
tion, the display cards being attached, and 
Fig. 23 is a plan view of one of the sample 
carrying cards employed in this form, de 
tached. 

Referring now to the drawings particu 
larly to figures from 1 to 3 inclusive, 1 indi 
cates the cards upon which are secured the 
Samples to be displayed. Said cards are of 
rectangular form and the same are all of 
Substantially the same dimensions, the lat 
eral edges of each adjacent the end 2 thereto 
being provided with transversely alining 
notches 3. 
To the end 2 of each of the cards 1 at the 

underside thereof is secured One end of a 
flexible strip 4 of suitable fabric. To the 
opposite end of each of the strips 4 is Se 
cured a narrow rigid paste-board strip 5. 
At the extremities of each of the strips 5 
are provided inwardly opening pockets (5 
formed preferably of fabric, said pockets 
being adapted to receive the extremities of 
the end portions 2 of the cards 1, it being, 
as is understood, necessary to buckle the lat 
ter in order to reduce the width thereof so 
as to permit of the insertion of the ends 
thereof into said pockets. The notches 3, 
as will be observed, afford clearance for the 
inner end Walls of the pockets in this in 
sertion of the card edges into the latter. 
With this arrangement, it will be seen that 
any number of the cards 1 bearing the Sam 
ples or the articles for display may be con 
nected together for extension to displaying 
condition as shown in the right hand end 
portions of Figs. 1 and 2, or be folded into 
compact contracted condition as shown at 
the left hand end portions of Said figures 
and in Fig. 3; the extent of contracting 
and extending movement being limited by 
the width of the intermediate unattached or 
free portions of the strips 4. 

In Figs. 4, 5 and 6 is shown an almost 
identical construction to that just described, 
the arrangement being, however, slightly 
different. The difference in construction re 
sides simply in the provision of notches 7 
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in the ends 8 of the cards 1, said notches be 
ing similar to the notches 3 provided in the 
opposite end thereof and similarly posi 
tioned relative to the adjacent edge. With 
this provision it will be seen that by Wrap 
ping the flexible strips 4 over the upper 
sides of strips 5 and by connecting the ends 
8 of said cards to the latter so that the in 
termediate portions of said strips 4 are held 
between said strips 5 and said ends 8, the 
display cards may be attached end to end 
forming one continuous band, the entire dis 
playing surface of each card being in this 
arrangement exposed. 
In figures from 7 to 11 inclusive, wherein 

is shown another modified form, the dis 
play cards 1 are formed entirely detachable 
from the remainder of the construction, the 
ends of the flexible strips 4 to which the 
cards 1, in the above construction, are at 
tached, being in this form secured to narrow 
paste-board strips 9, the latter being of 
dimensions substantially the same as those 
of the strips 5. With this arrangement a 
band is first formed by connecting together 
sections each of which comprises a strip 5, 
a strip 9, and the intermediate connecting 
flexible portion 4, as shown in Figs. 10 and 
11, the strip 9 of each being connected to 
the strip 5 of the succeeding or adjacent Sec 
tion by engagement of the pockets 6 thereof, 
as shown in Figs. 7 and 8. The end portions 
2 of the cards 1 in attaching the same in 
this form rest upon the strips 9, the extremi 
ties of the former as in the before described 
forms engaging the pockets 6 of the strips 
5. The folding and extending operation of 
the first described and this form are, as will 
be observed, identical. 
In figures from 12 to 15 inclusive, is illus 

trated a form wherein the strips 9 are dis 
pensed with, the flexible strips 4 carrying 
the strips 5 being secured directly to the 
cards 1. In this, form, however, it will be 
noted that the strips 4 are of comparatively 
narrow width, no intermediate portions to 
permit of extension as above described, be 
ing left between the strips 5 and the cards 
1. In this form the strips 5 may be folded 
back upon the cards 1 and thus connected in 
book form, as shown in Fig. 13, or said 
strips may be extended, as shown in Figs. 
14 and 15, and the cards 1 connected end to 
end to form one continuous strip as before 
described, and as shown in Fig. 4. 

In figures from 16 to 19 inclusive, is illus 
trated a form which is identical in construc 
tion with that shown in Figs. 1 and 2 ex 
cept that in this form the ends of the flexi 
ble strip portions 4 secured to the cards 1 
are extended and the latter, excepting the 
uppermost one 10 thereof, which serves as 
a cover card, being slit as at 11 coplanar 
with the notches 3 therein, the extended por 
tions of strips 4 serving as a hinge to swing 
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ingly connect the card parts. With this 
provision it will be seen that either side of 
the sample bearing portions of the cards 
may be displayed and hence both sides may 
be utilized for carrying samples or articles 
for display. 

In Figs. 20, 21, 22 and 23 is shown a form 
wherein the display cards are detachable as 
in the form shown in figures from 7 to 11 
inclusive, the strips 9 included in that form 
being, however, in this form dispensed with. 
In the latter form a single elongated flexi 
ble band 12 is employed upon which are 
equally spaced and rigidly secured strips 5. 
When assembled this form it will be seen 
presents the same appearance as the forms 
shown in Figs. 1 to 7. 

In any of the forms it will be noted that 
the display cards either entirely separate 
or provided with appendages may be read 
ily and quickly attached or detached, so 
that, the insertion of new samples into a 
display device or the removal or withdrawal 
if desired of others therefrom may be read 
ily effected. Further, cords, tacks, metal 
fasteners, or like securing devices which are 
in common use at the present time, and 
which are more or less difficult, and tedious 
to manipulate and which might also be 
easily lost, are not employed in this device. 
The device is strong and durable, it may 

be manufactured at a low cost, and is of highest efficiency especially for sample-fab 
ric displaying. 
While I have shown what I deem to be 

the preferable forms of my invention, I do 
not wish to be limited thereto as there might 
be various changes made in the details of 
construction and arrangement of parts de 
scribed without departing from the spirit 
of the invention comprehended within the 
Scope of the appended claims. 

Having described my invention what I 
claim as new and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent is: 

1. A display device comprising a series 
of display cards; a strip flexibly secured to 
each of said cards; and means at the op 
posite ends of each of said strips for de 
tachably engaging said cards, substantially 
as described. 

2. A display device comprising a series of 
display cards; a strip flexibly secured to 
each of said cards; and pockets at the op 
posite ends of each of said strips, there be 
ing notches in the sides of said cards ar 
ranged to permit detachable engagement 
with said pockets, substantially as described. 

3. In a display device, the combination of 
a plurality of cards adapted to carry the 
articles for display, and means for detach 
ably securing said cards together, said means 
comprising rigid strips having pockets in 
their extremities adapted to engage the 
lateral edges of said cards, and flexible 
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strips connected with said rigid strips and cards, and flexible connections between ad 
cards, substantially as described. jacent of Said strips and cards, substantially 

4. In a display device, the combination of as described. 
a plurality of cards adapted to carry the In testimony whereof I have signed my 

5 articles or samples for display, and means name to this specification in the presence of 15 
for detachably Securing said cards together, two subscribing witnesses. 
said means comprising rigid comparatively HENRY W. KNAUTZ. 
narrow transversely extending strips having Witnesses: 
pockets at their extremities adapted to re- HELEN F. LILLIS, 

10 ceive portions of the lateral edges of said JosHUAR. H. PoTTS. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.’ 


