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This invention relates to sweat bands for hats
and other head gear, and relates more particu-
larly to sweat bands comprising an assembly of
textile materials. ’

An important object of this invention is the
provision of an improved sweat band for hats and
other head gear which is moisture-proof and
which cushions the hat on the head of the wearer
affording exceptional comfort.

Other objects of this invention will appear from
the following detailed desecription.

The sweat bands of the present invention com-
prise an inner strip or cushion of interlaced or
matted staple fibers, at least the major portion
of which has a basis of a thermoplastic material,
and an outer textile fabric envelope enclosing said
cushion. The inner fibrous cushion has its sur-
faces so modified as to form skins thereon which
not only prevent any staple fibers from slipping
out through the fabric envelope, but also assist
in preventing moisture (perspiration) from pass-
ing through the sweat band from the head side
thereof to the fabric of the hat. The envelope
may be-of any suitable fabric and need not be of
close weave since, as indicated above, the staple
fibers of the inner cushion will not have any tend-
ency to pass through the fabric, being confined
by the surface skins. However, it is preferred to
employ a warp-knit fabric, such as jersey, as such
a fabric has been found to afford the maximum
comfort to the head of the wearer.

The inner fibrous cushion may be prepared in
any suitable manner. For example, staple fibers,
at least the major portion of which has a basis of

a thermoplastic material, in the form of bundles :

or pencils may be blown into a chamber where
they are opened up and maintained in a turbulent
condition, i: e, in the form of a loose, whirling
mass. The loose mass may be continuously
drawn down by suction on to a foraminous belt,
the mixing of the fibers within the chamber caus-~
ing the fibers to deposit on-said foraminous belt
in interlaced or interlocked condition which is
necessary to maintain them in the form of a

batting. The batting is then subjected to a de- 4

. gree of heat and pressure sufficient to coalesce the
thermoplastic organic derivative of celluloss
staple fibers on the surfaces of the batting to
form on said surfaces a skin which binds the sur-
face fibers together, without causing any sub-
stantial coalescence of the staple fibers between
the skins. The batting formed may then be cut
into strips of the width and length desired to
form the inner cushion.

While the thermoplastic fibers employed pref-
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erably may comprise ahy organic derivative of
cellulose as, for example, cellulose esters such as
cellulose acetate, cellulose propionate and cellu-
lose butyrate, mixed esters such as cellulose ace-
tate-propionate and cellulose actetate-butyrate.
and cellulose ethers such as ethyl cellulose and
benzyl cellulose, fibers of other thermoplastic ma~-
terials may also be employed. Examples of such
other thermoplastic materials are synthetic linear
polyamide condensation products, polymeric
vinyl halides such as polyvinyl chloride or co-
polymers of vinyl chloride and vinyl acetate,
polymerized vinylidene chloride, polymerized
methacrylic acid esters such as polymerized
methyl methacrylate and the like. Fibers of non-
thermoplastic materials which may be mixed with
the thermoplastic materials may be cotton, silk,
wool, regenerated cellulose and like materials.

In the accompanying drawing, which serves to
illustrate this invention, )

PFig. 1 is a view of a portion of a hat band made
in accordance with this invention,

Fig. 2 is a side-elevational view of the inner
strip or cushion employed, and

Fig. 3 is a cross-sectional view taken on line
3—3 inFig. 1.

Like reference numerals indicate like parts
throughout the several views of the drawing.

In the drawing, the reference numeral 4 in-
dicates generally a portion of the sweat band for
a hat. The sweat band 4 comprises an inner
fibrous strip or cushion 5, the surfaces of which
have been treated to form skins § and T thereon.
The fibrous cushion is inserted into a textile fabric
envelope 8, the overlapping longitudinal edges 9
and If are preferably sealed by inserting there-
between a strip 12 of laminating fabric made of
or containing thermoplastic organic derivative of
cellulose filaments, and subjecting said edges with
the laminating strip therebetween to the action
of heat and pressure as is well understood in the
art. While it is preferred to employ a laminat-
ing strip as the sealing medium since there is
obtained thereby a smooth seal, other means may
be employed for joining said longitudinal edges,
for example, the edges may be joined by sewing
the same together or by applying thereto s suit-
able liquid adhesive medium. )

It is to be understood that the foregoing de-
tailed description is given merely by way of illus-
tration and that many variations may be made
therein without departing from the spirit of my
invention. I

Having described my invention, what I desire
to secure by Letters Patent is: ;
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1. A sweat band for a hat or other head gear,
comprising a cushion of staple fibers, having a
basis of a thermoplastic material and having
skins of coalesced fibers on the surface only
thereof, enclosed in g textile fabric envelope.

2. A sweat band for a hat or other head gear,
comprising a cushion of interlaced staple fibers,
having a basis of a thermoplastic organic deriva-
tive of cellulose material and having skins of
coalesced fibers on the surfaces only thereof, en-
closed in a textile fabric envelope.

3. A sweat band for a hat or other head gear,

comprising & cushion of interlaced staple fibers,
having a basis of cellulose acetate material and
having skins of coalesced fibers on the surfaces
only thereof, enclosed in a textile fabric envelope.

4. A sweat band for a hat or other head gear,
comprising a cushion of interlaced staple fibers,
having a basis of cellulose acetate material and
having skins of coalesced fibers on the surfaces
only thereof, enclosed in a textile fabric envelope
having longitudinal edges, the longitudinal edges
of said sweat band being sealed by a strip of
laminating material.
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5. A sweat band for a hat or other head gear,
comprising a cushion of interlaced staple fibers,
having a basis of cellulose acetate material and
having skins of coalesced fibers on the surfaces
only thereof, enclosed in a textile fabric envelope
having longitudinal edges, the longitudinal edges
of said sweat band being sealed by a strip of
laminating material containing thermoplastic
filamentary materials.
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