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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

~_JULIUS C. TORCHTA, OF HAZLETON, PENNSYLVANIA,

' SHOEMAKER'S LAST. -

1,413,638,

Lo all whom it may‘ concém PR
Be it-known that I, Jurius C.

Hazleton, in the county of Luzerne and State
of Pennsylvania, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Shoemakers’
Lasts, of which the following is a specifi-
cation, . - : .
This invention relates to improvements
in shoe makers’ lasts and more particularly
to an improved supporting means for the
lIast. One type of last now in general use

comprises. a, supporting -member which is-

shaped for disposal upon the lap. and which
is provided. in its central portion with a
tapered opening or socket having a fluted
wall to receive the tapered fiuted shank of

‘the last, and the shank and socket are so

- formed that. the shank may.be disposed
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within the socket in any one of four different
ways so that the anvil of the last may be
positioned with .its toe portion pointed for-
wardly or-rearwardly or to either side, but
in order to change the position of the last
it is necessary to lift the shank.out of the

socket and then turn the last to the desired

" position and again fit' the shank into the
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socket. However, as the last, in use, is sub-
jected to heavy blows and as the shank and
socket are tapered, it usually happens-that
the shank becomes tightly wedged in. the
socket rendering its removal difficult.  Fur-
thermore, while the last may be adjusted to

assume any one of four different positions, it

cannot be adjusted to .assume any inter-
mediate position which might be desirable
to the user of the last. Therefore one of the
primary- objects of the invention is to pro-
vide a last support so constructed as to per-
mit of free rotative adjustment of the last
so that the anvil thereof may be caused to
assume-any position of angular adjustment
which the user may find most convenient.
Another object of the invention is to-so
construct the supporting means for the last
that none of the parts thereof will be liable
to become wedged: through the force of the

blows struck upon the last, and so.that, re-

gardless of the blows struck, the last may
be freely adjusted to assume the desired

-angular position. .

A further object of the invention is to pro-
vide for the employment of the usual foot
strap in connection with the last to hold the
work, without in any way interfering with
the adjustment of the. last.

'Speciﬁcation of Lefztei's Patent. 3 Patente‘(} Apr. 25, 1922,.
Application filed October 25, 1920. Serial No. 419,188, ‘
: . In the accompanying drawings: -
TorcHIA; 2 .
citizen ‘of the. United States, residing  at

of last support embodying the invention;
_Figure 2 is a vertical front to rear sec-
tional view through the said support, the
last supported thereby being shown in ele-
vation; T oo
_Figure 8 is a group perspective view illus-
trating the several members of. the device
disassembled ; I :
Figure 4 is a view illustrating a modifi-
cation. I T T E DU TR P
_In the drawings, the numeral 1 indicates
in general a supporting member having an
mtermediate body  portion. 2 and lateral
limb embracing wings 3 adapting the mem-

ber to be disposed upon-the lap and thus

firmly supported in position. The inter-

mediate portion 2 of the supporting member

is formed in its upper face with an annular

Figure 1 is perspective view of one form -
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depre;ssion or seat 4 surrounding a central =
opening 5. Ordinarily in-this type of last. -

support, there is employed a member cor-
responding to the supporting member 1 hav::

ing a tapered socket in the intermediate.body -

portion formed in-its wall with flutes, this

80 -

socket being designed to réceive the tapered .

fluted shank of the last to be .supported.
However, .as previously pointed out, this’
structure possesses the disadvantage that in-

order-to angularly adjust the last so as to
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present the anvil portion thereof in different
directions, it is necesgsary to lift the shank

of the last out of the socket and, after turn-
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ing the last to the desired position, again

dispose- the shank within the socket.. Also,
as previously pointed out, the shank fre-
quently becomes wedged in the socket ren-
dering its removal more or less difficult.. In
the present construction however, the mem-
ber-1 is as stated formed with the opening 5
and the surrounding seat 4,'and this opening

- b is. cylindrical -and rotatably receives a.

cylindrical boss 6 formed upon the under

side of a circular base member indicated in

eneral by the numeral 7, which member is
g y (5 :

“of a diameter to fit rotatably within the seat

5. The base member 7 is formed axially
with an opening 8, and when the member 1s
disposed within the opening 5 and seat 4,
it is freely rotatable with relation to the
supporting member 1. L

The opening 8 in the member 7 is designed
to receive the shank 9 of a socket member 10,
and the socket of this member is indicated
by -the numeral 11 and opens through the
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upper end of said member. A set screw 12
may be threaded. through one side of the
boss 6 of the base member 7 and binds at its
end against the said shank so that this mem-
ber is connected with the said base member 7
and is therefore rotatably adjustable with
the said base member. The socket 11 in the
upper end of the member 10 is designed to
receive the shank 13 of any ordinary last 14
as best shown in Figure 2 of the drawings,
the said socket 11 being shaped to conform
to the flat sided shank of any ordinary type
of last. . :

TFrem the foregoing it will be evident that
with the parts assembled in the manner stated
the last 14 is afforded firm support and may
be instantly rotatably adjusted so as to as-
sume any angular position found most con-
venient for the workman. R

In order that a foot strap may be em-
ployed in connection with the last supported
by the member 10, the base member 7 is

- formed at diametrically opposite sides of the
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opening 8 with slots 15 which at their lower
ends open into grooves 16 which extend lon-
gitudinally vertically of the boss 6, and the
said strap, which is indicated in the draw-
ings by the numeral 17, is adapted to be

“passed through the slots 15 and grooves 16

and to be engaged over the last in the man-
ner shown in Figure 1 of the drawings. In-
asmuch as the side stretches of the holding
strap 17 seat within the grooves 16 in the
surface of the boss 6, the presence of the
strap does not in any way interfere with
rotative adjustment of the base member 7,
as the grooves 16 are of a depth greater than
the thickness of the strap. Therefore, by
relieving the pressure of the foot from' the
holding strap momentarily, the base 7 and
the last supported thereon may be angularly
adjusted instantly without the necessity of
temporarily dismounting the last. Further-
more, the last is capable of a-wide range of
adjustment inasmuch as it may be adjusted
to any desired angle instead of to only one
or another of a predetermined number of po-
sitions ag in the ordinary structure. '

In the foregoing the invention has been
described as employed in connection with a
supporting member which is designed for
application to the lap but it is possible to
make use of the principles of the invention
when 1t is desired to employ a work bench,
and this may be done, as illustrated in Fig-
ure 4 of the drawings, by providing in the
top of such a bench a seat 29

: (Tesigned :

1,413,636

to receive the base member 7 in-precisely
the same manner in which this member is re-
ceived in the seat 4 and opening 5 in the
body portion of the member 1. In this
case the holding strap, which is indicated
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by the numeral 30, is arranged in the same -

manner as in the previously described form,
having its opposite stretches passed down-
wardly through the grooves 16 so as not, to
interfere with rotative adjustment of the
base member 7 and the lowér portion of the

strap may be connected as at 31 with a foot

lever 32 adapted to be depressed and re-
tained in adjusted position by a rack 33.
Having thus described the invention, what
ig claimed as new is: : ‘
1. In a device of the class described, a sup-
porting member having an opening and a

70

75

seat surrounding the opening, a base mem- °
ber rotatably fitting the seat and having a

boss rotatably fitting the opening, the said
base having an opening formed therein and
being provided at opposite sides of the open-
ing with slots and having its boss formed
with grooves communicating with the slots,
a socket member having a shank seated with-

. the opening within the base, and a hold-

ing strap having side stretches passing
through the slots and extending into the
grooves. , : ; :

2. In a device of the class:described; a sup-
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porting member having an intermediate -

body portion “and lateral limb engaging
wings, the said member being formed in its
body portion with a socket, a base having a
portion rotatably disposed within the socket,
a-socket member having a shank fitted into
the basge, and means for securing the shank
of the socket member and: the base together,
the said socket member having a socket in
its upper end for the reception of the shank
of the last. '

3..In a’'device of the class described, a
gupporting member having a seat, a base
member rotatably fitting the seat and having

an opening foirmed therein and provided.at -

opposite sides of the opening with slots each
extending from the upper to the lower sides

‘of the base member, a socket member having

a shank removably seated within the open-
ing in the base member, means for connect-
ing the said shank with the base for rota-
tive adjustment therewith, and a holding
strap having side stretches passing through
the slots in the said base member. '
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In testimony whereof I affix my signature. ‘

JULIUS C. TORCHIA. [n.s.]




