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downwardly through the bearing 24, as will 
be clear on reference to Figs. 2 and 6. From 
the rear of the yoke 31 extends a plate or 
bracket 33 provided with a pin 34 adapted 
to overlie and engage the free end of the 
rock arm 6 and depress the same as the 
sleeve 25 is drawn downwardly by its spring 
32. In this bracket is mounted a pin or rod 3 
to the opposite ends of which are secured 
the uprights or vertical arms of a skeleton 
envelopholder 36, the horizottil holding 
arms of which extend forwardly from be 
neath the stamping head 23. The result is 
that, as the rock arm 6 is lifted, as pre 
viously explained, the plate or blacket 33 
will be lifted. This plate, in turn, will 
carry upwardly with it the sleeve 25 and its 
rod 27 and table 30. Thus, depression of 
leyen; 13 will simultaneously effect opera 
tihin" of te ratelet wheels, raising of the 
envelop hplaer, and raising of the presser 
lead. 
As the ratchet wheel is rotated, its teeth 

will successively engage a short rod 38. 
This rid is journaled, at one end, in the 
lower end of a lent rocking lever arm 39 
and at its opposite end in a short link 40. 
This link is flexibly connected to the lower 
end of a second rocking lever arm 41-see 
Fig. 7. Both leve”, armas are nin(o inted (in 
is or pivots '(jecting from the fraine 

i-seo Fig. 1. The result of these connec 
tions is that step by step rotatioi (if the 
r:tchet wiech 3 wijl cause intermittent rear"- 
vard - winging of the lower en els of the. 
rocking lever's 39 and 41. In order to re 
turn le) to their initial positions, a spring 
42 has (en provided. This spring is con 
nected, at its opposite ends, to the frame 

and to the link 40. A un adjustable 
-top late 43 is slidably mounted on the 
fºliue* in : positiº en to anticipate the lo ) Wer 
el of the e ver a rinn 41 and linnit its fer 
ward swing, to the desired an () int. 

Iivotally secred to the upper (nd of the 
lever 39 is a stain) feeding claw 4-4 pro 
videol with a kerf and Serrated or rough 
eing e di 45 adapted to engage the 12e 
forated ines of a stani strip and feed it 
forwardly, although it may nove rear 
wardly over the same strip with (; ut noving 
it. Similarly connected to the per end 
of the ar 41 is a wier 'n 46 to the out (’’ 
end of which is secured a moistening jail 
47. This a cl, in its retracted position, lies 
across the ti: ) of a small wetting tank 4. 
'(' to violy se:red to the fraine 1 ly molts 
49) ??te uding upwardly through the frame 
and threaded into the bottom face or Wall 
of the tank. 

Il order to have the mau(line operate te) 
its best advantage, it is necessary, () corse, 
t(, provicle int':li is for regislating the time 
of gageneit between the rod 38 and the 
teel of rad (het 3. This is done by pro 

viding the rod with one flat face and one 
squared projecting end. To this Squared 
projecting end is secured the lower end of 
an adjusting T-arm 50. The head of this 
T-arm is provided with an elongated slot 
extending, substantially, its entire length. 
A clamping screw 51 extends through this 
slot and is threaded into the adjacent face 
of the arm 39. By Swinging arm 50, the 
rod 38 will be partially rotated so that the 
flat side will be swung toward or from po 
sition to engage the teeth of ratchet wheel 
3. In Fig. 1 it is shown as in position 
for the flat side to engage the next tooth 
of the ratchet wheel. In such position, the 
tooth will engage the rod a little later than 
would be the case if the rod were rotated 
so that the round face would engage the 
tooth. Neither the lever arms, 
wheels, rock arm, operating lever, stamping 
lead, presser head, or any of their coóp 
erating parts have either lateral or longi 
tudinal movement relatively to the machine 
frame 1. 

In the 'cat' of the frame 1 are mounted 
two parallel guide rods 52. Slidably mount 
ed on these rods is a cylindrical stamp re 
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ceptacle 53 provided with a longitudinal 
delivery opening in its apper forward side 
and having curved guiding lips 54 lead 
ing there from. This receptacle is divided 
into three separate compartments by two 
parallel lateral partitions 55 andl is pro 
vided with a hinged rearwardly swinging 
cover section 56. Strips of stamps of three 

95 

00 
different denominations may be placed in 
these compartments (one denomination in 
ach) and drawn out through the opening 
and over the forward guide lip 54. From 
the opposite ends of this receptacle extend 
racket arms 57 connected by transverse 

bars or plates 58 to form an open frame 
work. To the top of this frame work is 
secured a shelf (; platform 59 the rear edge 
of which is formed as a downward curve 
t) receive the starp strips fron the lip 54. 
The forward part of this shelf is divided 
into three guide ways all overhanging angle 
lates (50. These plates are so arranged 

tlit their vertical walls are spaced apart 
a distance e?tal to the width of the stamp. 
The overhaging, or horizontal, walls pre 
vett vertical i ) vement or displacement of 
tle stamp as it is fed forward by the claw 
41. To prevent the stamp strip from being 
drawn, rearwardly with the claw. 44, a light 
pressure bar 61 is provided, This bar ex 
tends entirely across the shelf 59 and is 
provided with ears by which it is pivotally 
connected to the upper ends of the blacket 
arms 57. As shown in Fig. 1, the swing of 
this bar is forwardly and downwardly to 
ward the top of the platform or shelf 59. 
The lar itself curves upwardly and rear 
wardly from its engagement with the top 
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fall directly in front of the stannp feeding 
claw 44. The machine is now ready for the 
stamp affixing operation. Depression of the 
operating handle 13 will cause upward 
Swing of the arm 8 and downward move 
ment of the arm 18, collar 19, overhanging 
angle arm 20, ind stamping head 23. As the 
arm 8 Swings up, it carries rock arm 6 with 
it. This upward movement of the rock arm 
6 actuates the 'at clet wheels 3 and 4. 
Ratchet wheel 3 engages the short rod 38 
and draws it "earwai'ily against the action 
of Spring 42. llis causes the de vers 41 and 
39 to swing forwardly together so that the 
envelop is dilimpened and a stanp is fed to 
position for affixians. As soon as the levers 
41 and 33 re: cli the forw: I'd limit of their 
travel, the rod 38 will escape from the 
ratchet wheel 3. Thell the spring 42 wili 
colae into play and the lever: and connecteel 
parts will be instantaneously returned to their 
original (sitibus. On refel’ ring to Fig. 1. 
it will be seen til at ilje arin (; lifts the plate 
Our paracket 33 at tine sane time tlhat it acti 
tes the ratic et vyle(els 3 and -. This cases { 

an upward novellent of the presser head 30 
toward the starping head 23, and a simul 
taneously upward movement of the envelop 
holder 36 to inoperative position, as indi 
cated in dotted lines. Upward movement 
of the plate or blacket 33 swings the sweep 
a)'n? 65 in Ward toward the Stamping head 
23. As Soon as the stamp is affixed, the op 
erator removes the envelop and slides it 
toward the Sweep arm, at the same time re 
leasing the handle 13. The spring 32 will 
then draw the sleeve 25 downwardly and 
actitiate the sweep arm (55 to remove the en 
velop. As the spring 32 draws the sleeve 25 
downward, the plate 33 will move down 
wardly with it. This plate, of course, will 
return the envelop holder 36 to its original 
position. At the same time, its pin or leg 3-4 
will engage the arm 6 and swing it down 
Wardly, and the pin on it will engage the 
arl S : 11 Swing i (lownwardly. This, in 
tin, will (atise the partial rotation of the 
shaft 9 with the notched ratchet plate 10, 
'arrying the slaft and plate back to their 
original positions. As the plate 10 returns 
to its original position, it engages pin 17 and 
carries it back, thus returning the stamping 
lead 23 to its original position. Thus, as 
soon as the hant lever 13 is released, all 
parts directly operated by it will be re 
turned to their original positions, by aeans 
of the spring 32. 

It is thought that the operation and use 
of the invention will be clearly understood 
from the preceding detailed description. 
Changes may be made in the construction, 

arrangement, and disposition of the several 
parts of the inyention without in any way 

,035,558 

departing from the field and scope of the 
sanne all it is neant to include all such 65 
within this application wherein only a pre 
ferred form luas been disclosed. 

Iaying this fully described my invention, 
what I claim as new and desire to secure by 
Ietters Patent is: 

1. A machine of the character described 
comprising a frame, an operating lever 
mounted therein, a rock shaft journaled in 
said frame, an arm fixed to said rock shaft, 
connections between said rock shaft and said 
lever, an operating shaft journaled in said 
frame, a rock arm freely mounted on said 
operating shaft and actuated by the afore 
Said artin which is fixed on the aforesaid 
rock shaft. means carried by said rock arm 
and adapted to actuate Said operating shaft, 
a ratchet, wheel carried by said operating 
shaft, a rod adapted to be engaged and oper 
ated by the teeth of said ratchet wheel, and a 
stamp feeding device connected to said rod. 

2. A maching of the character described 
comprising a Trale, an operating lever 
mounted they'ein, a rock shaft journaled in 
said frame, an arm fixed to said rock shaft, 
connections between said rock shaft and said 
lever, an operating shaft journaled in said 
frame, a rock arm freely mounted on said 
operating shaft and actuated by the afore 
said arm which is fixed on the aforesai 
rock shaft, means carried by said rock, arm and adapted to actuate said operating shaft, 
a ratchet wheel carried by said operating 
shaft, a rod adapted to be engaged and op 
erated by the teeth of suid ratchet wheel, a 
stamp feeding device connected to said rod, 
and means for regulating the time of en 
gagement between said rod and the teeth of 

?? the ratchet wheel. 
3. A machine of the character described 

compising a fruine, an operating lever 
mounted therein, a rock shaft journaled in 
Said frame, an arm fixed to said rock shaft, 
connectious between said rock shaft and said 
lever, an operating shaft journaled in said 
frame, a rock arna freely mounted on said 
operating shaft and actuated by the afore 
said arm which is fixed on the aforesaid rock 
shaft, means carried by said rock arm and 
adapted to actuate said operating shaft, a 
ratchet wheel carried by said operating 
shaft, a rod adapted to be engaged and op 
erated by the teeth of said ratchet wheel, a 
stamp feecling (levice connected to said rod, 
and means for returning said stamp feeding 
device to inoperative position. 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my 

hand in the presence of two witnesses. 
IELO ULIO DUPLESSS. 

Vitnesses: 
T. MYNARD, 
E. J. (A ti v N. 
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