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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, ADDISON C.FLETCHER, 

of New York, in the county of New York and 
State of New York, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Letter-Envelope, 
of which the following is a specification: 
This invention has for its object the produc 

tion of a combined envelope and sheet of pa 
per, in such a manner that the two are pro 
duced by a proper form imparted to the sheet 
of paper, and thenfolding the same; the sealing 
of the parts being such as to effectually pre 
serve from observation its Written contents or 
inclosure, but at the same time admit of an 
inspection of its Written surface without de 
facing, injuring, or separating its gummed or 
sealed Wings or flaps. 
To such end my invention consists in con 

structing a sheet of note, letter, or cap paper 
s with one or more Wings or flaps upon its side 
edges, at or about the center thereof, which 
can readily be formed With each sheet as the 
same are cut or stamped out, in such a man 
ner that when the paper is folded and brought 
to the usual length and width of an envelope, 
so that the Wings or flaps Will bear upon the 
free end of the last fold, in such a manner 
that when the gummed portion is brought 
upon the Wings or flaps, the same can be ce 
mented thereon, so as to close the sheet, and 
form, to all intents and purposes, an envelope 
without connecting the first fold; the object 
being to permit such folded portions to be with 
drawn, and the contents of the letterinspected, 
if desired, without destroying the connecting 
Seal. 
The invention further consists in construct 

ing directly in the angle formed by the wing 
or flap with the paper a small cut or slit, in 
such a manner as to form a start or com 
mencement for the severing of the Wing or flap 
from the sheet of paper when it is desired to 
open the main connecting-fold. 

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 
a top or plan view of my improved letter-en 
velope with the Wings or flaps extended. Fig. 
2 is a similar view with the lower member of 
the sheet of paper folded, with the wings in 
place for receiving the upper fold or member. 
Fig. 3 is my improved letter-envelope folded 
land sealed for transit. 

Referring to the drawings, letter A. desig 
nates a sheet of paper-in the present exain 
ple a sheet of note-paper being illustrated, 
though it is evident that the invention is ap 
plicable to all forms of sheet-paper, such as 
letter, bill, or cap paper. Such sheet of pa 
per is provided or constructed with wings or 
flaps BB, (one or more, as desired,) which pro 
ject laterally from the sheet, as in Fig.1, or ca 
pable of being folded over upon the sheet, as 
illustrated in dotted lines, for packing. In 
Order to construct said sheet of paper into 
the form of an envelope, to constitute what I 
term a letter-envelope, it is folded as at a, be 
ing the proper and customary manner of mak 
ing a fold, and when this member b of the 
sheet is brought to the desired position the 
laterally-projecting Wings or flaps B are folded 
Over upon such member, retaining it in con 
tact with the sheet. The free member 0 is then 
folded in the manner above stated, and made 
to bear or come in contact at each edge with 
the previously in Wardly-folded wings or flaps, 
When said member c and wings or flaps are 
permanently cemented or sealed together. 
As a sealing medium, sealing-wax may be 

employed; but I prefer to coat the side edges 
d d of the member c of the sheet with a suit 
able adhesive gum or substance, as in ordina 
ry envelopes, so that the parts can be conven 
iently united by simply moistening the gum 
and subjecting the parts to slight pressure. 

II this manner the Written contents of the 
paper are sufficiently closed to preserve the 
same from observation, and, at the same time, 
by leaving the lower fold or member free and 
disconnected from the wings or flaps and the 
other portions of the sheet, said member can 
be withdrawn With comparative ease, and the 
contents of the letter-envelope inspected with 
out rupturing or breaking the Sealing me 
dium, and can, after such inspection, be in 
serted into the position which it formerly oc 
cupied. When it is desired to open the letter 
envelope, this can be easily accomplished by 
severing, with a knife or finger, the connec 
tion existing between the Wings or flaps and 
the sheet of paper, such connection being des 
ignated by the letter e. 
In order to facilitate the separation of said 

wings or flaps from the sheet, I, in the pres 

  



ent example, form a slit or cut in the angular 
union between the wings or flaps and the 
sheet of paper, as at f, at either or both ends, 
So as to present a commencing point or start 
for disconnecting the wing from the sheet, so 
as to permit the wing to remain in contact, 
and move with the top fold or member c, and 
thus admit of the letter-envelope being freely 
opened. 
The wings, in the present example, are of 

rectangular form; but they may be square or 
oblong, or of any other desired practical shape. 
A letter-envelope thus constructed will be 

mailable under the rate and style of open mail 
matter, and thus be subject to such rater of 
postage. 

In some instances it will be desirable to 
have a letter-envelope constructed according 
to my invention, so as to seal it in such a man 
ner as to enable the folds to be firmly con 
nected, so that neither can be withdrawn with 
out breaking the sealing medium. To accom 
plish such it is absolutely necessary that the 
wings be constructed with one or more open 
ings, as at 0, or with a portion of One or more 
of their edge surfaces removed, as shown in 
dotted lines at h. In either case such open 
ing or openings, or removed portion or por 
tions, should be of such size as to insure the 

cementing substance of the top fold passing 
through such space, so as to connect with the 
lower fold, and thus connect the top member 
with the lower fold, said top member, of 
course, being likewise cemented to the wings 
or flaps. In this manner a letter-envelope is 
constructed so as to be used either as closed 
or unclosed mail-matter, and the wings or 
flaps, being interposed between the top or bot 
ton folds when folded, are concealed from 
view, and receive the adhesive material of the 
top fold, so that when the letter is opened the 
Writing is not disfigured. 

Having thus described my invention, what 
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent, is 
A sheet of Writing-paper constructed with 

central Wings or flaps, having a slit, f, formed 
at the corners of the wings with the body of 
the sheet, said wings or flaps being provided 
With One or more openings or spaces, substan 
tially as herein shown and described. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing l 
have hereunto set my hand. 

ADDISON C. FLETCHER, 
Witnesses: 

JAMES L. NORRIs, 
A. H. NORRIS. 

  


