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A CoNTINUOUs MULTIFORM 

Elvin Stanley Wright, Shrewsbury, Mass. 
Application July 22, 1949, Serial No. 106,300 

This invention relates to apparatus for sever 
ing the different record sheets of a continuous 
multi-form and separating the sheets from their 
interleaved carbons. ... : 

It is customary to make multiple form sheets. 
for use as bills, invoices, purchase orders, ship 
ment records, etc., a.s...long, continuous record. 
strips interleaved with-carbon papers so that the . 
record sheets may be typed serially as multiple 
copies and later to be... cut apart and separated 
from the carbons. The multiple forms have been 
perforated. at their margins for feeding them 
through tabulating-machines or typewriters.-One 
type of multiple form, such as one having six 
record sheets and five...interleaved carbons, has - 
been made of three folded sheets tacked together. 
at the folded margins, and the carbons have been 
Secured...to the record sheets by adhesive applied . 
at the same margin, so that all of the papers of 
the multiple form are secured together at , one 
margin, Such as at the right hand-side, and they 
are free at the other margin. At the free mar 
gin and inside of the perforations for the driv 
ing Sprocket is a perforated line along which each 
marginal Strip may be torn away. The left hand. 
edges of the carbons are spaced from the per- . 
forated line by a short distance. The right hand. 
marginal portions of the record strips are simi 
larly perforated. Separation of the multiple 
forms and removal of the carbons from the rec 
ord sheetS is accomplished by the operator fold 
ing each marginal portion, along the perforated 
lines to crease the paper and facilitate tearing... 
Then the left-hand or free-marginal strip is torn 
away. The operator thereafter grasps the record 
sheets between the thumb. and forefinger, but, 
Only at the narrow, marginal strip...outside of the 
free ends of the carbon sheets, and by carefully 
pulling on the upper right hand marginal cor 
ner of the multiple form, the marginal strip...is 
torn away. Since the carbons are secured to this 
Strip, they are burst from or pulled out from 
their interleaved... positions. If the paper tears 
improperly or for other reasons, it may be neces 
Sary to Separate the carbons.one by one, and this 
involves considerable handling of both the car 
bons and the recordsheets. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
This manual procedure of severing the multi 

forms...and separating the carbons from the rec 
ord sheets is a time consuming and laborious 
operation and requires considerable skill on the 
part of the operator. Moreover, the constant 
handling of the carbon papers as required for 
certain types and conditions of the forms soils 
the fingers and may cause smudges to be trans 
ferred back onto the record sheets. 
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2. 
The primary object of this invention is to Over 

come such problems and provide apparatus which 
will feed a continuous multi-form to a required . 
position where the forward set of record sheets 
is severed from the remainder and the inter 
leaved carbons are pulled at least partially from 
their interleaved positions. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Another object is to provide. Such an apparatus 

which will sever both marginal feed strips as 
well as draw out the carbons... . . . . . . . . . . . . 
A further object is...to provide apparatus of 

this type which will progressively feed a continue. 
ous multi-form longitudinally to a required posis. 
tion and then by a series of coordinated steps 
sever the forward set of recordsheets, remove 
the carbon free marginal feed strip therefrom, 
burst the carbon attached strip. from the sheets 
and draw out the carbons, and thus accomplish 
mechanically the 'series of operations heretofore 

20 done by hand. . . . . . . 
A further object is to provide a feeding mech 

anism which has an adjustable stop so arranged 
that the paper may be fed forward to a required 
but manually adjustable position, so that all of 

25 the strips may be cut to the same size without 
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sible tape drive for the paper feeding mechanism; 

requiring any skill on the part of the operator. . . 
A further object is to provide a machine of 

this type with a cutter which severs the carbon free marginal portion of the paper as it is being. 
fed forward and which comprises a second knife. 
that severs one multiple paper set from the con 
tinuous form. ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Another object is to provide a device, of this 

type, with adjustments which adapt it for treat 
ing various shapes. and sizes of multiple forms: 
and renders...it serviceable for many uses. Fu ther objects will be made apparentherein... 

Referring to the drawings, which show-two e 
bodiments of the invention: . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Fig. 1 is a top plan view, partly broken away, i. 
showing the preferred construction; . . . . . . . 

Fig. 2 is a fragmentary section on-the-line 2-2. 
of Fig. 1; . . . . . . - - - - - - - - - 

Fig. 3 is a vertical side elevation, partly in sec. 
tion and broken away; . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary plan view showing 
continuous paper form at the left and having the 
left marginal-strip severed therefrom at the 
right; . . . . . . . . . . . . . - . . . :- 

Fig. 5 is a fragmentary diagrammatic view 
showing a set of six record sheets connected to 
and interleaved with five carbons and corre sponding with a sectional view on the line 5-5 
of Fig. 4; . . . . . . . . . 
Fig.6 is a fragmentary detail showing the   



3 
Fig. 7 is a detail showing the pawi connection 

between the tape driven drum and the drive shaft 
of the paper feed; 

Fig. 8 is a detail of the spring return for the 
tape driven drum; 

Fig. 9 is a detail showing the drive for the ro 
tary cutter which severs the left-hand margin 
of the paper; . . . . . 

Fig. 10 is an enlarged sectional view of the 
table showing the transverse cutting knife in its 
final cutting position and the paper gripping 
clamp ready for bursting the carbon attached 
strip from the record sheets; 

Fig. 11 is a view corresponding with Fig. 10 
showing the final position of the parts after 
bursting the carbon attached margin from the 
record sheets; 

Fig. 12 is a top plan view of a modification 
having two reciprocable knives, various parts be 
ing omitted for the sake of clarity; 

; Fig. 13 is a similar side elevation showing the 
knife which severs the left-hand paper margin; 
and . . . 
"Fig. 14 is a Similar detail showing the trans 

verse knife which severs the assembled multi 
copies from the continuous strip of forms. 

: In accordance with this invention, I have pro 
vided apparatus for severing and bursting a coin 
tinuous multi-form having interleaved narrower 
carbons connected together by a marginal strip. 
That strip is severable fronin the main portion of 
each record sheet along a row of perforations 
or other type of a line of Weakness which in 
sures bursting along this line by a laterally ap 
plied force. The multiplex paper form is fed 
forward by a drive mechanism, which, as illus 
trated, may be operated by hand. In the pre 
ferred machine, a rotary cutter severs the left 
hand carbon free margin as the multiple form is 
fed forward. Thereafter, a transverse cutting 
knife is operated, preferably by a foot treadle, 
to Sever a single set of record sheets and their 
carbons from the continuous form. The car 
bons are then burst from their interleaved po 
sitions by mechanism which grips the record 
sheetS near their opposite margins and pulls lat 
erally. The right-hand marginal strip is at 
tached to the interleaved carbons so that as the 
multiple form is burst along the perforated lines, 
the carbons may be pulled out. These operations 
are accomplished by manually controlled mech 
anisms which are preferably manually operated. 

Referring first to Figs. 4 and 5, one standard 
type of continuous multi-form having connected 
sets of record sheets interleaved with carbons 
comprises folded sheets of paper interleaved 
With carbon papers 2 arranged for desired typ 
ing purposes. The drawings show three folded 
record sheets and five carbons. Each carbon 
paper has a glued margin 3 secured to an as 
sociated record. sheet, and the three folded 
sheets are tacked together by adhesive as indi 
cated at 4, So that the record sheets and car 
bons are secured together at the right-hand 
margin 8, as seen by a person stationed at A in 
Figs. 1 and 4. The margins are provided with 
lines of weakness, such as Spaced or dotted per 
forations 5 at the left and 6 at the right along 
which the marginal strips 7 and 8 may be torn 
away from the main body of each record sheet. 
Each carbon sheet is narrower than the record 
sheet so that the outer left-hand edge 9 of each 
carbon sheet is spaced inwardly from the tear 
line 5 at the left. Hence, the record sheets may 
be gripped by the member. To (Fig. 4) outside 
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4. 
of the carbons after the left-hand margin strip 
has been removed. The left-hand margin strip 
is removed by cutting the paper along the line 

5; and, of course, a line of perforations is no 
longer needed. After the strip 7 has been cut 
away, the next step is to burst the carbons from 
their interleaved positions. This is done by tear 
ing or bursting the record sheets along the right 
hand line of weakness 6, and removing the mul 
tiple strip 8 carrying the carbons attached there 
to. This serves to pull the carbons from their 
interleaved positions. 
The apparatus of the present invention is in 

tended to perform these various operations me 
chanically. The mechanism shown in Figs, 1 to 
3 and 6 to 11, inclusive, comprises a table top or 
platform 2 suitably mounted on standards such 
as the legs 3. (Fig. 3). The continuous strip 
is adapted to be fed transversely of the table in 
the direction of the arrow (Figs. 1 and 4) by 
means of drive Wheels engaging the paper, such 
as rollers or preferably sprockets 4 and 5 
which are operated by a drive mechanism. As 
illustrated, the sprockets have radial teeth en 
gaging a Suitable line of perforations 6 parallel 
with and Spaced from the two margins of the 
multi-form. These sprockets are mounted on a 
driven shaft 7 suitably supported in bearings 
on the machine frame. The sprocket or drive 
wheel 5 is adjustably mounted on the shaft 7 
So that it may be moved axially to provide for 
different widths of the multi-form. This may be 
done by providing an adjustable set screw in the 
hub of the Sprocket 5 which may be set against 
the outer surface of the cylindrical shaft 7. 
The Shaft 7 may be turned by a power drive 

mechanism, and this is preferably accomplished 
by means of a nanually operated device com 
prising a flexible tape 3 (Figs. 1 and 6) wrapped 
around and fixed to a drum 9 which in turn 
is connected to the drive shaft T by a pawl 20 
pivoted on the drum flange and releasably en 
gaging a ratchet. Wheel 2 on the shaft (Fig. 
7). A coiled Spring 23 (Figs. 1 and 8) suitably 
Secured at One end to the side of the table 2 
has its other end fixed to the drum 9 and tends 
to Wind the flexible tape 8 on the drum. The 
tape is manually drawn in the opposite direction 
to rotate the drive sprockets f4 and 5 by means 
of a handle 24 suitably mounted on a slide 25 
which rides on a metal strip 26 secured to the 
side of the machine. A coiled spring buffer 27 
Surrounding the Strip absorbs the impact of the 
slide 25 when the handle and slide are drawn 
towards the left (Fig. 1) by the spring 23. An 
adjustable U-shaped stop 28 is suitably mounted 
On the slide Support 26 So that the slide carriage 
25 may be moved only to a required position 
to locate the paper properly. This stop may be 
adjusted along the Support and held in a desired 
position by . a set Screw 29 passing through the 
Stop and clamping it against the strip 26. Thus, 
by means of this manually operated slide mem 
ber 24, the drive shaft 7 and its associated 
Sprockets 4 and 5 move the continuous strip 
towards the right in Fig. 1 to a required posi 
tion, So that the line 32 on which the multi 
form is to be severed may be brought correctly 
beneath a transverse cutting knife. That line 
corresponds With a row of perforations, now un 
neecSSary for the cutting operation, which have 
been provided to assist the operator in severing 
the fan folded strip, but the line 32 may be 
creased or perforated to aid in forming the fan 
fold. 
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A preferred cutter structure for severing the 
left-hand marginal portion 7 comprises a rotary 
Cutter knife 35 mounted on a short shaft 36 (FigS. 
1 and 9) and co-axial with drive gear 37 which 
meshes with a drive gear 38 fixed on the shaft 
7. The cutter 35 is so positioned that it will 

sever the left-hand marginal strip 7 along the 
line 5 and as indicated by the slot 39. (Fig. 4.) 
Thus, as the continuous strip f is fed toward the 
right, that slot 39 is cut through all of the sheets 
of the multi-form and the marginal strips 
thereof are severed automatically. The carbon 
papers are narrow and terminate at the line 9 
of Fig. 4 and so are not cut by the rotary cutter. 
This rotary cutter may be mounted on a lever 
40 (Fig. 9) pivoted at 4 on the standard 2. 
This permits the cutter to be SWung Out of the 
Way When the continuous multi-form is to be 
inserted in the machine. 
locking can or lug 43 is pivoted at 44 on the 
table 2 and so arranged that the lug 43 engages 
the top Surface of the bearing mount of the 
cutter and thus holds the cutter down against 
the paper sheets during the cutting operation. 
The paper Srip is held in driving engagement 
with the Sprockets 4 and 5 by means of two 
slotted L-shaped plates 46 having slots in the 
horizontal portions through which the drive 
Sprockets project. The vertical sides of the plates 
are pivotally mounted on short screws 47 car 
ried by the blocks 48 on the table top 2. A 
spring may be provided to hold each plate down 
against the paper So as to insure that the 
sprocket teeth of the drive wheels will pass 
through the perforations 6 of the papers and 
feed the same properly. 
Each set of records of the multi-form is sepa 

rated from the continuous sheet by a transversely 
acting cutter, which is preferably constructed 
as a suitably shaped reciprocable blade 50. (Figs. 
1, 2 and 3.) The blade is removably mounted 
on an arm 5 that is pivotally carried on a pivot 
pin 52 suitably mounted in a bearing on the top 
of the table 2. The blade 50 cooperates with 
a stationary knife 54 set flush with the table 
top, a groove being provided in the table to re 
ceive the blade 50. To insure that the two edges 
make an accurate contact at the point of cut 
ting, the blade carrier 5 has its pivot support 
made laterally movable and urged towards the 
left (Fig. 1) by a coiled compression spring 55 
suitably mounted on the pivot post 52. The free 
end of the blade mount 5f rides between the 
two spaced standards 56 mounted on the table. 
(Fig. 3.) A roller 57 is rotatably pivoted on a 
pivot carried on the mount 5 and arranged to 
roll against the inner plane surface of the front 
standard and press the knife 5C back against 
the stationary blade 54 as permitted by the Spring 
55. Various constructions may be employed to 
serve the purpose. 
The reciprocable blade 50 is moved down to 

cut the paper by suitable mechanism, and pref 
erably by the foot treadle 60 (Fig. 3) carried on 
a swinging arm 6 secured to a rock shaft 62 
mounted on the framework. A spring 63 urges 

0. 
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the foot treadle 60 towards an uppermost posi-. 
tion. The treadle 60 is pivotally connected by 
a draw rod 64 to an extension arm 65 Secured 
to the top of the blade support 5. A screw 66 
fixed in the end of the member 65 and loosely 
projecting through a pivot hole in the draw 
arm 64 serves to draw down. On the Cutter blade 
50 when the treadle 60 is operated. A spring 
69 secured beneath a pin on the cutter arm 5. 

70 

6. 
and fixed to the table at its other end cooperates: 
to hold the cutter in an uppermost position when 
the foot treadle is released. Thus, by means of 
the rotary cutter 35, the left-hand marginal, 
strip of the continuous multi-form is removed, 
and the forward Set of record papers and their 
carbons are Severed from the multi-form by the 
knife 50, as shown at the right-hand side of Fig. 4. 
After the cutting operations, the next step is 

that of Separating the carbon inserts from the 
ribbon and carbon copies of the typed material. 
This is done mechanically by means of the rela 
tively spreadable paper grippers shown primarily 
in FigS. 1, 3, 10 and 11, which are preferably 
caused to grip the multi-form in a timed rela 
tion to the transverse cutting operation, as may . 
be accomplished by having the transverse cutting 
blade move the grippers into position. In the 
form illustrated, the blade holder 5 is provided 
With a paper gripping device 70, which may be. 
made of a portion of a hack saw blade, suitably. 
Secured on an angle iron on the side of the arm 
5 with the blade teeth arranged parallel with 
the perforation line 5 but outside of the carbon 
paper line 9, as shown particularly in Fig. 4, so 
that the gripping blade 70 engages the main body 
of the multi-form but not the carbons or the 
marginal strip 7 which has been severed by the 
cutter 35. The teeth bite through the top sheet 
enough to hold all of the record paper sheets 
Securely against the table top. 2, and yet leave 
the Short carbons free to be removed. ... Removal. 
of the carbons is accomplished by tearing or rup 
turing the various record sheets of paper along 
the perforated line of weakness 6, which was 
initially provided on the multi-form. While the 
member 70 is held in gripping engagement with 
the papers by holding down the foot treadle, the 
Operator may grasp the right-hand margin 8 and 
tear off that marginal portion with its appended 
Carbon papers. 
This bursting of the carbon supporting margin 

8 from the record sheets is preferably accoms 
plished by the mechanism shown in the drawings, 
So that the major effort of rupturing the paper 
is accomplished mechanically. To this end, I 
have provided a slide 4 on a stationary plate 
6 fixed in the recess 75 in the table top. The 

slide moves transversely at a suitable angle to 
the margins of the papers. The plate may be 
T-shaped and the slide 74 provided with suitable 
flanges which grip the under side of the T mem 
ber and so hold the slide plate in place, or other 
Suitable constructions may be employed. A top 
plate 7 is hinged to the lower slide 74 by means 
of the pivot pin 18 mounted in a suitable lug on 
the lower member. This upper hinged plate 77 
carries sharp teeth 80 projecting downwardly. 
This upper plate 77, as shown in Fig. 1, is located 
close to but at one side of the knife support 5. 
That Support has a projecting pivot pin 8 se 
cured thereon and carrying a roller 82, the axis 
of which is at right angles to the blade 50. The 
roller is So positioned that when the knife blade 
is brought down to cut the paper, the roller 
thrusts the upper plate member 77 downwardly 
against the pressure of a compression spring 84 
(Fig. 10) arranged between plate TT and the 
roller slide 14. The relatively pivoted members 
are SO. Spaced and the roller is of Such a size that 
when the knife 50 is in its lowermost position, the 
roller 82 holds the pins 80 in firm gripping en 
gagement with the right-hand margin 8 of the 
paper to which the carbons are attached. A 
lever 86 is pivotally connected at 87 to the side. 
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of the slide block 4, and the lower portion of 
this lever projects through a narrow slot 88 in 
the table top 2, the sides of which Serve as a 
fulcrum for the lever. A spring 89 engaging an 
extension of the lever below the fulcrum Slot 
tends to hold the slide in a left-hand position. 
If the handle of the lever 88 is moved towards 
the right, the bottom portion of the lever fulcrums 
against an edge of the slot 38 and causes the slide 
to move transversely to rupture the papers. The 
slide may move at Such an angle as to tear the 
papers progressively. This is done while the foot 
treadle E3 is holding the cutter knife 53 in its 
lower position. At this time, the paper Strip is 
gripped by the sharp teeth 88 perforating the 
strip 8 at 90 (Fig. 4) where the teeth press also 
against the carbon gunmed strips 3. Simultane 
ously, the other teeth engage the left-hand 
strip between the lines 5 and 9 (Fig. 4) and do 
not hold the carbons. 
is thrust toward the right, the margii). 3 is torn 
away from the main body of each record Sheet 
of the multi-form, and the paper is ruptured 
along the line 6. The hinged plate 2 and slide 
74 may extend only for a short distance towards 
the right as shown in Fig. 1, but, if desired, this 
gripper plate may be arranged to contact with 
the paper throughout Substantially its entire 
length, so that the margin 8 is torn away from 
the main body of each paper sheet throughout itS : 
entire extent. In the form shown in the draw 
ings, the operator has merely to grasp the left 
margin between the lines 5 and 3 and the right 
hand margin 8, after releasing the cutter 5 and 
the gripper teeth 9, and pull the carbon secured 
margin 8 away from the typed ribbon and carbon 
copies of the record. 

In the modification shown in Figs. 12, 13 and 
14, I have provided two pivoted reciprocable 
blades for cutting the paper in the two directions. 
In this construction, the blade 5 and its SWing 
ing aim support 5 are made the Same as above 
describad. In place of the rotary cutter 35, I 
employ a second reciprocating blade 9 which 
is coinstructed and raouited the Saline as are the 
corresponding parts 5 and 5t. The pivot (3 
for the arm is is located at the front left-hand 
corner of the table 2, it being noted that the 
operator sits at A on the right-hand side of the 
machine and faces towards the cutter 5, just the 5 
sanile as for the construction of Fig. 1. These 
two pivoted knives cooperate with a Stationary 
L-shaped knife is arranged at the near side of 
the transverse slot in the table into which the 
blade 5 extends; whereas in the other construc 
tion it is preferred that the stationary blade 54 
be located at the far side of that slot. The blades 
50 and 00 ihave such dimensions and shapes that 
they just come together at their ends and so sever 
the paper in an L-shaped cut. The blade 5 is 
operated as before by the treadle rod 34 engaging 
a projection 65 on the blade support 5 . The 
other blade support () has a similar projection 
96 riding beneath the arm 65, so that when the 

latter is drawn down it strikes the part 3 and 
forces the blade 3 downwardly into the paper. 
Other constructional details, as above described, 
may be employed with this modification. The 
blade 96 is urged upwardly by a Spring 98, and 
it may be moved by a cam or guided as above 
described so that it rides closely against the sta 
tionary blade f4 at the point of cutting into the 
paper. 
The operation of the apparatus will be ap 

parent from the above description. The continu 

Hence, when the lever 85 

5 

O 

3. 5 

10 

GO 

O 

75 

8 
ous multi-form made up of the connected inter 
leaved record sheets and carbons is usually fan 
folded so as to form a pile of the copies in paral 
lelism. It can be mounted on a roll, if desired. 
The free end of the continuous Strip (FigS. 1, 4. 
and 5) is moved forward in the direction of the 
arrow so that the holes 8 thereof engage the 
teeth of the two sprockets 4 and 5. Previous to 
this, the piates 66 and the rotary cutter 35 will 
have been moved out of the Way, So as to permit 
proper manipulation of the paper. After the 
contact plates 46 have been lowered to hold the 
paper in place on the two drive Sprockets, the 
cutter 35 is swung down by means of its pivot arm 

; 30 and the can lock 43 (Fig. 9) is engaged to hold 
the cutter in cutting contact with the paper. 
Then by grasping the vertically projecting handle 
23 on the flexible strip guide, the strip 18 is pulled 
forward and so serves to rotate the associated 
drum 9 and turn the spindle and thus rotate 
the drive sprockets and move the paper forward. 
If a stop 28 is used, this will have been previously 
set to a desired position, So that, when the slide 
25 contacts with it, the line 32 betWeen tWo Sets 
of record sheets on which the papers are to be 
severed is exactly beneath the Cross knife 58. If 
for any reason the line 32 is not in proper posi 
tion, then the shaft a may be rotated through 
a short distance by means of a knob on the 
projecting end of the shaft, F. During this for 
ward feed of the paper, the cutter 35 will have 
cut of the left-hand marginal strip on the line 5, 
and that strip may fall through a suitable open 
ing in the platform 2 into a Wa Ste receptacle, 
The operator then presses on the foot lever 60 and 
draws the blade 59 downwardly With sufficient 
force to sever the paper entirely acroSS. At the 
Sane tiine, the presser teeth are pressed into 
biting engagement with the paper between the 
lines 5 and 9. The operator holds down on the 
pedal 69 and then with a quick movement thrusts 
the hand lever 86 towards the right and bursts 
the paper at 3 along the line 6, as shown in 
Fig. 4. During this action of severing the mar 

5 ginal strip by tearing on the perforated line 6, 
the roller 32 holds the teeth 80 in biting engage 
ment. With the strip 8 which carries the carbons 
so that, when the slide 84 and the teeth 88 move 
toward the right, this marginal portion necessar 
ily goes with it and thus tears the paper apart 
along the perforations 6, as indicated at 0 in 
Fig. 4. Thereafter, the operator releases the foot 
treadie and the knife 53 springs upwardly and 
the teeth 39 are likewise Withdrawn from the 
paper by means of their spring 84. The operator 
then grasps the multi-strips by their left and 
right-hand margins and pulls them apart, the 
typed copies being held in the left hand and the 
assembled carbons and associated marginal strip 
8 are pulled out at the right and discarded. 

It will now be appreciated that various modifi 
cations may be made in the above described ap 
paratus So that the parts may be operated me 
chanically but under the operator's control to ac 
complish the desired eads and that equivalent or 
other mechanisms may be employed. Hence, the 
above disclosure is to be interpreted as explaining 
the principles of the invention and describing 
preferred embodiments thereof but without im 
posing limitations on the appended claims. 

i claim: 
1. Apparatus for Separating parts of a con 

tinuous multi-form having sets of connected tec 
ord sheets connected to a marginal strip at a line 
of weakness and narrow carbons interleaved with 
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the sheets and connected to the strip compris 
ing mechanism having feed members engaging 
the continuous multi-form for moving it longi 
tudinally to a given position, a clamp engageable 
with Said strip, a clamp engageable with the 
positioned record sheets outside of the carbons 
and means for moving the two ciamps relatively 
to burst the multi-form along said line of weak 
neSS and draw the carbons from their initial in 
terleaved positions. 

2. Apparatus according to clairn 1 comprising 
a manually controlled device which limits the 
extent of movement of the feed member so that 
the forward set may be severed transversely on 
a predetermined line and means for severing the 
forward set of record sheets transversely on said 
le. 
3. Apparatus according to claim i in which 

the multi-form has a marginal strip provided 
with a line of driving perforations and compris 
ing a rotatable Sprocket engaging the perfora 
tions, mechanism connected with the sprocket 
for rotating it only in one direction to feed the 
multi-form forward, an adjustable stop which 
limits the movement of the Sprocket to position : 
the multi-form precisely for a transverse sever 
ing operation and means for severing a forward 
Set of record sheets transversely from the con 
tinuous multi-form. 

4. Apparatus according to cairn 1 comprising 
a cutter arranged to sever the forward set of 
sheets transversely from the multi-form and 
means operated by movement of said cutter 
which Serves to bring the clamps into engage 
ment With the multi-form. 

5. Apparatus according to claim 1 comprising 
a clamp engageable with the record sheets at a 
fixed location outside of the carbons, a laterally 
mOVable clamping device engageable with the 
carbon attached strip and means for moving said 
device laterally to burst the marginal strip and 
move the carbons. 

6. Apparatus for separating parts of a con 
tinuous multi-form having sets of connected rec 
ord sheets interleaved. With carbons connected to 
a marginal strip at a line of weakness compris 
ing drive mechanism for moving the multi-form 
forward to a desired position, means for severing 
the forward set of record sheets transversely 
from the remainder of the multi-form, two relae : 
tively separable gripping members respectively 
arranged for engaging Said marginal strip and 
the record sheets remote from said strip, means 
operating in timed Irelation. With the severing 
means for moving Said gripping members into 
engagement with the sheets and strip and means 
for relatively separating the gripping members 
and severing the strip at least partially from the 
forward Set of record sheetS along said line of 
WeakneSS and drawing the carbons from their 
initial interleaved positions. 

7. Apparatus for separating parts of a contin 
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uous multi-form having sets of connected rec 
ord sheets, two marginal strips connected to the 
sheets at opposite sides and narrow interleaved 
carbons connected only to One strip and free from 
the other, comprising drive mechanism cooperat 
ing with a feed strip for moving the continuous 
multi-form to a desired position, means for sever 
ing the forward set of sheets transversely from 
the remainder, relatively movable clamping de 
vices engaging respectively the record sheets and 
the carbon connected strip, means for relatively 
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10 
moving Said devices transversely to draw the car 
bons from their initial interleaved positions, and 
means for severing the other carbon free strip 
from the sheets. 

8. Apparatus according to claim 7 comprising 
a cutter arranged to sever the carbon free strip 
and means for rendering the cutter effective. 

9. Apparatus according to claim 7 comprising 
a rotary cutter and means to hold it in position 
and Sever the carbon free strip as the multi-form 
is fed forward by the drive mechanism. 

10. Apparatus for separating parts of a con 
tinuous multi-form having sets of connected rec 
ord sheets, two marginal feed strips connected 
to the sheets through lines of weakness and nar 
row carbons interleaved with the sheets which 
are connected only to one strip and are free from 
the other comprising feed mechanism engaging 
the feed strips for moving the continuous multi 
form forward progressively, a device for severing 
the forward set of sheets transversely from the 
remainder, a device operable to sever the strip 
which is free from the carbons, a clamp engage 
able with the carbon connected strip, a clamp 
engageable with and serving to hold the record 
sheets apart from the carbons and mechanism 
for relatively moving the clamps transversely to 
burst the multi-form along the adjacent line of 
Weakness and draw the carbons from their initial 
interleaved positions. 

11. Apparatus according to claim 10 compris 
ing a vertically movable bar extending trans 
Versely across the multi-form, a clamp member 
thereon movable by the bar to engage the record 
sheets, a member projecting from the bar which 
is engageable with and secures the strip clamp 
in contact with the carbon connected strip while 
permitting lateral movement of the clamp, means 
for Operating the bar and means for moving the 
strip clamp laterally to burst the adjacent line 
Of Weakness. 

12. Apparatus according to claim 10 compris 
ing a transverse vertically movable cutter bar, 
a cutter knife thereon extending across the 
multi-form and manually controlled mechanism 
for Operating the bar to sever the forward set 
Of record sheets. 

13. Apparatus according to claim 10 compris 
ing a vertically movable bar extending trans 
versely across the multi-form, a Clamp member 
thereon which is movable to engage the record 
sheets at a fixed location apart from the carbons, 
an upwardly urged, laterally movable clamp de 
Vice engageable with the carbon connected Strip, 
a projecting member carried by the bar and mov 
able to force the clamp device against the Strip 
and provide for lateral movement thereof, and 
manually controlled mechanism for moving the bar downwardly. 
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