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[57] ABSTRACT

A document imprinting device for imprinting on docu-
ments such as checks, and its method of use, comprising
a frame, a document feeding mechanism mounted on
the frame for sequentially feeding documents, a convey-
ing mechanism for conveying a document from the
document feeding mechanism along a document con-
veyance path, an imprinting mechanism for imprinting
the documents conveyed along the document convey-
ance path, said imprinting mechanism including a print
drum mounted on a rotatable shaft having a generally
round surface with a flat segment, a sensing mechanism
positioned along the document conveyance path for
sensing the position of the documents and for triggering
the imprinting mechanism such that the document is
imprinted at a desired location on the document, and
rotation detecting means for detecting whether said
shaft makes a rotation.

34 Claims, 7 Drawing Sheets
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DOCUMENT IMPRINTING DEVICE HAVING A
ROTATION DETECTOR MOUNTED ON THE
PRINT DRUM

This application is a continuation-in-part of applica-
tion Ser. No. 07/354,140 filed Mar. 19, 1989, now U.S.
Pat. No. 5,000,088.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

This invention relates to document imprinting de-
vices, and more particularly concerns document im-
printing devices for imprinting endorsements at a de-
sired location on the back of a check.

2. Description of the Prior Art

Prior to 1988, there were no set standards in the bank-
ing industry regarding the placement of a payee en-
dorsement, a subsequent collecting bank endorsement
and a bank of first deposit (depository bank) endorse-
ment on the back of a check. As a result, many times
one endorsement would be placed over another en-
dorsement resulting in making one or both of the en-
dorsements unreadable.

In particular, the overlapping of a payee endorsement
or a subsequent collecting bank endorsement with a
bank of first deposit endorsement resulted in making the
bank of first deposit nine digit routing number unread-
able, and this was a problem.

Effective Sep. 1, 1988, the United States Federal
Reserve System set standards for endorsing checks in
the United States in Federal Regulation CC. The stan-
dards set out in Federal Regulation CC designate spe-
cific areas on the back of a check for the placement of
a payee endorsement, a subsequent collecting bank en-
dorsement, and a bank of first deposit endorsement, and
these designated areas are defined by distances from the
left end of the back of a check (when a check is turned
over from left to right), which is known as the *“leading
edge”, and the right end of the back of the check, which
is known as the “trailing edge”.

In particular, the designated or preferred placement
for the payee endorsement is within the space between
the trailing edge of the check and 14 inches from the
trailing edge of the check. The preferred placement for
the subsequent collecting bank endorsement is the space
between the leading edge of the check and three inches
from the leading edge of the check, and the placement
designated for the bank of first deposit endorsement is
the space on the back of the check between three inches
from the leading edge and 1} inches from the trailing
edge.

By having specific endorsement locations designated
and used, there is no overlap of endorsements where
one or both of the endorsements in the overlap become
unreadable.

Further, by using designated placement areas for the
payee endorsement, the subsequent collecting bank
endorsement, and the bank of first deposit endorsement,
the return check handling process is significantly
speeded up. Moreover, bank customers may realize a
cost saving via a lower bank service charge if they make
the appropriate endorsement on a check instead of the
bank since then the bank does not have to endorse the
check, and does not have to make a charge for endors-
ing the check. iy

The process of manually endorsing checks with a
payee endorsement, a subsequent collecting bank en-
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dorsement, or a bank of first deposit endorsement in the
appropriate designated area is very time consuming.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It is an object of the invention to provide a document
imprinting device that imprints at a desired location on
a document.

Another object of the invention is to provide a docu-
ment imprinting device that automatically imprints an
endorsement in the appropriate designated area on the
back of a check. Another object of the invention is to
provide a document imprinting device that can handle a
plurality of checks of the same size or different sizes.

Another object of the invention is to provide a docu-
ment imprinting device having a rotation detector that
detects each time a shaft having a print drum mounted
thereon rotates to make an endorsement.

These and other objects are accomplished by provid-
ing a document imprinting device for imprinting on
documents such as checks that comprises a frame, a
document feeding means mounted on the frame for
sequentially feeding documents, conveying means for
conveying a document from the feeding means along a
document conveyance path, imprinting means for im-
printing the documents conveyed along the document
conveyance path, said imprinting means including a
print drum mounted on a rotatable shaft, sensing means
positioned along the document conveyance path for
sensing the position of the documents and for triggering
the imprinting means such that the document is im-
printed at a desired location on the document, and rota-
tion detecting means for detecting whether the shaft
makes a rotation in order to count the number of docu-
ments actually imprinted upon by the print drum. A
rotation detector for detecting whether a shaft makes a
rotation comprises a rotatable shaft, said shaft having a
generally round surface and a flat segment on a part of
its surface, light transmitting means for transmitting a
beam of light at said shaft, light detecting means for
detecting said beam of light each time it is reflected
from the flat segment, means for producing an electric
signal each time a light detecting means detects a beam
of light reflected from the flat segment on said shaft,
and counting means for counting the number of electric
signals produced.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a document imprint-
ing device;

FIG. 2 is a view in section taken along lines and
arrows 2—2 of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a view in section taken along lines and
arrows 3—3 of FIG. 2;

FIG. 4 is a partial view in section taken along the
lines and arrow 4—4 of FIG. 3;

FIG. 5 is a partial cut-away view of a printing drum;

FIG. 6 is a bottom plan view of a check (showing the
endorsement areas on the back of a check);

FIG. 7 is a schematic view of the document imprint-
ing device of FIG. 1 in operation;

FIG. 8 is a view in section showing a follower appa-
ratus;

FIG. 9 is a partial view of a printing drum shaft with
a reflective sensor mounted next to it;

FIG. 10 is a view in section taken along lines and
arrows 10—10 of FIG. 9;
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* FIG. 11 is a view of the shaft and reflective sensor
shown in FIG. 9 after the shaft has rotated by 90 de-
grees; and
FIG. 12 is a schematic view of an electro-optical
circuit for the method of determining shaft rotation.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Turning to the drawings, there is shown in FIGS. 1,
2 and 7 a document imprinting device 11 for imprinting
on documents such as checks 13.

Document imprinting device 11 comprises a frame
15, document feeding means 17 mounted on frame 15
for sequentially feeding checks 13, conveying means 19
for conveying a check 13 from the document feeding
means 17 along a document conveying path 21, imprint-
ing means 23 for imprinting an endorsement on check
13 being conveyed along document conveyance path
21, and sensing means 25 positioned along document
conveyance path 21 for sensing the position of checks
13 and for triggering the imprinting means 23 such that
each check 13 is imprinted with an endorsement at a
desired location on the back of each check 13.

Document feeding means 17 has a first follower appa-
ratus 27 that includes a hopper or compartment 29 for
holding a stack of checks 13 that are to be endorsed.
Hopper 29 is provided with a stationary front wall 31
and a slidable rear wall or follower 33.

Follower 33, as shown in FIG. 8, is provided with a
pair of flanges 35 which extend outwardly from the
back side of follower 33. Flanges 35 are each provided
with a hole 37 that accepts the upper end of a shaft 39
to fix the follower 33 to shaft 39. A spacer 41 is pro-
vided around shaft 39 between lower flange 35 of fol-
lower 33 and the top of frame 15.

Shaft 39 extends downwardly through a siot 43 in
frame 15 to an arm mechanism 45.

Arm mechanism 45 includes a first positive drive
pulley 47 fixed to the lower end portion of shaft 39 and
a second positive drive pulley 49 fixed to a shaft 51 that
is non-rotatably mounted on the underside of frame 15.
A positive drive belt 53 is supported at one end by
pulley 47 and at the other end by pulley 49. Pulleys 47
and 49 and belt 53 are housed in a C-shaped housing 55,
with shaft 39 extending through the first end portion of
housing 55 and with shaft 51 extending through the
second end portion of housing 55. Bearings 57 are pro-
vided on shafts 39 and 51 where shafts 39 and 51 extend
through housing 55. Spacers 59 are provided around
shafts 39 and 51 between housing 55 and the underside
of frame 15.

In order to bias follower 33 towards the front wall 31
of hopper 29, a spring 61 is mounted at one end to a pin
63 extending downwardly from the underside of frame
15 and at its other end to housing 55.

Due to the structure of arm mechanism 45, follower
33 remains in a plane that is parallel to the plane of
hopper front wall 31 as shaft 39, with follower 33 fixed
thereon, moves laterally back and forth in slot 43 since
lateral movement of shaft 39 in siot 43 causes shaft 39 to
turn slightly to hold follower 33 parallel to front wall
31, due to the action of pulleys 47 and 49 and belt 53 of
arm mechanism 485.

An opening 65 (FIG. 2) is provided at hopper front
wall 31, and a picker 67 is mounted on frame 15 at
opening 65.

Picker 67 includes a rotatable shaft 69 extending up-
wardly from frame 15, an upper positive drive pulley 71
mounted on the upper portion of shaft 69, and a lower
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positive drive pulley 73 (FIG. 3) mounted on the lower
portion of shaft 69.

Joggie wheels 75 having an eccentrically shaped
circumference are mounted on the upper end portion
and lower end portion of shaft 69 and extend partially
through openings 65 into hopper 29 of first follower
apparatus 27 so that as shaft 69 rotates, joggle wheels 75
remove checks 13 sequentially from hopper 29 through
document exit opening 77 located at the front portion of
hopper 29. Further, due to the eccentrically shaped
circumference of joggle wheels 75, as shaft 69 rotates,
joggle wheels 75 joggle the stack of checks 13 as each
check is removed from hopper 29.

In order to drive picker 67, continuous belts 79 are
provided that engage upper and lower pulleys 71 and 73
and extend to the upper and lower portions of a shaft 81,
and as shaft 81 rotates, continuous belts 79 rotate pul-
leys 71 and 73 causing picker 67 to rotate and to remove
checks 13 sequentially from hopper 29 through docu-
ment exit opening 77. '

Document conveyance path 21 includes a pair of
guide plates 83, 85 mounted on frame 15 and spaced
apart from each other in a parallel relationship, and
guide plates 83 and 85 extend from hopper 29 of first
follower apparatus 27 (guide plate 8 forming hopper
front wall 31 of follower apparatus 27) through convey-
ing means 19 and imprinting means 23 to a second fol-
lower apparatus 87 for holding checks 13 in a stack after
checks 13 have been endorsed, guide plate 85 forming
hopper front wall 31 of second follower apparatus 87.

Adjacent to document exit opening 77 of hopper 29
of first follower apparatus 27, a document separating
apparatus 88 is provided for assuring separation of adja-
cent checks 13 being fed from hopper 29 of first fol-
lower apparatus 27. Document separating apparatus 88

- is shown and described in Technitrol U.S. Pat. No.
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4,500,084, issued Feb. 19, 1985, which is incorporated
herein by reference.

Document separating apparatus 88 (FIGS. 2, 3, and
7) includes a feed roller 89 mounted for rotation on
rotating drive shaft 81, and a.stripper mechanism 91
mounted on frame 15 in opposed relationship to feed
roller 89 for counter-rotation to the rotation of feed
roller 89, are provided for receiving documents fed
from hopper 29 of first follower apparatus 27.

Feed roller 89 includes a pair of friction drums or
rolls 93 and 95 which are fixed to drive shaft 81 to rotate
together, and feed roller 89 extends partially through an
opening 96 in guide plate 83 and moves in the direction
of feed of checks 13 to contact the back side of each
check 13 and move each check 13 along document
conveyance path 21. A free-wheeling idler pulley 97
(F1G. 3) is positioned on drive shaft 81 between friction
drums 93 and 95. The support structure is illustrated in
Technitrol U.S. Pat. No. 4,500,084, issued Feb. 19, 1985,
and U.S. patent application Ser. No. 205,783, filed Nov.
10, 1980, which are incorporated herein by reference.

Stripping mechanism 91 includes a resilient stretch-
able deformable friction belt 99 that is supported at one
end on a drive pulley 101 mounted on a drive shaft 103
rotatably mounted on frame 15 for rotation about its
longitudinal axis which is parallel to and spaced from
the rotational axis of friction drums 93 and 95. Drive
pulley 101 is fixed to drive shaft 103, and as drive shaft
103 rotates, drive pulley 101 rotates therewith causing
friction belt 99 to be driven. Shafts 81 and 103 are
driven by a drive mechanism 105 (FIG. 3) in opposite
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directions to provide the counter-rotating movement of
friction drums 93 and 95 and friction belt 99.

Friction beit 99 is supported at its other end by an
idler pulley 107 which is supported on a shaft 109, and
the supporting structure for idler pulley 107 and shaft
109 is described in U.S. patent application Ser. No.
328,951, now Technitrol U.S. Pat. No. 4,416,449, which
is incorporated herein by reference.

Another pulley 111 is rotatably supported on a shaft
113 for rotatable movement in a free-wheeling way, and
is positioned such that its circumference preferably is
such as to not connect but remain spaced from belt 99 in
a slack belt condition when no check 13 is passing
through document separating apparatus 88. Otherwise
stated, pulley 111 preferably does not apply tension to
belt 99 in the position where there is no paper passing
through the nip of belt 99 and friction drums 93 and 95.

Turning to FIG. 3, shaft 113 of pulley 111 is sup-
ported on an arm 115 of bracket 117 which, in turn is
pivotally supported on shaft 103. The support structure
is of such length as to position pulley 111 in the vicinity
of the mid point of the wrap around of the friction belt
99 on pulley 97 between friction drums 93 and 95. Arm
115 is movable so that the rim portions 119 and 121 of
pulley 111 can move into contact with the friction sur-
faces of friction drums 93 and 95, but is designed to
permit the idler pulley 111 to move away from friction
drums 93 and 95 as paper passes through. Pulley 111 is
of such a diameter that it contacts friction belt 99 at its
outside surface, remote from friction drums 93 and 95
only slightly, if at all, in the slack condition of bekt 99
when no checks are passing through. Some variation of
this is permissible but the optimum would be to have no
tension applied in the condition when no documents are
passing between belt 99 and friction drums 93 and 95.
Stripper mechanism 91 also includes a pair of stripper
idlers 12 each of which is mounted for free-wheeling
rotation on drive shaft 103 by means of a centrally lo-
cated journal 125 thereof, and is made of a high friction
elastomer and has a generally shallow cup-shaped con-
figuration. Idler pulley 107 for belt 99 is located cen-
trally between stripper idlers 123 which are spaced
axially therefrom by spacers 127.

Stripper idlers 123 are identical in construction but
are mounted on shaft 103 to face in opposite direction.

The geometry of each stripper idler 123 is such that
the resiliency thereof will maintain the proper force or
pressure against the feed roller 89 provided by friction
drums 93 and 95 for a check positioned between strip-
per idlers 123 and friction drums 93 and 95 to achieve
the document stripping and feeding action. To this end,
each stripper idler 123 has a thin circular rim 129 which
is highly flexible, and the spacing of shafts 81 and 103 in
the radius of rim 129 is such as to cause an interference
fit between rim 129 and friction drums 93 and 95. The
structure of each idler 123 permits its rim to provide the
desired pressure against friction drums 93 and 95 or
checks passing therebetween.

Stripper idlers 123 are constructed and arranged to
assist in the separation of checks from a stack in hopper
29 of first follower apparatus 27 and to assure the sepa-
rating of adjacent bottom documents in the feeding
area. When no documents are present between stripper
idlers 123 and friction drums 93 and 95, stripper idlers
123 are driven by friction drums 93 and 95 to rotate on
the stripper shaft 103 in a free-wheeling manner at the
same surface speed as friction drums 93 and 95. Feed
drum 89 (FIG. 7) and stripper belt 99 are driven in the
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counter-rotating manner as shown by the arrows. If
more than one check is fed simultaneously from hopper
29 of follower apparatus 27, the check 13 that is closest
to guide plate 83 is urged into the nip of the feed drum
89 and the counter-rotating stripper belt 99. When a
check 13 passes between stripper idlers 123 and feed
drum 89, the high friction therebetween is greatly re-
duced by the check 13. Feed drum 89 has a higher
friction coefficient than stripper idlers 123 (FIG. 3) and
operate to feed check 13 that is closest to guide plate 83
through the feeding area, resulting in the checks 13
being fanned out so as to provide a very desirable condi-
tion for the ease of separation of the checks 13.

Document separating apparatus 88 (FIG. 2) insures
that a space is provided between each check 13 as
checks 13 move along document conveyance path 21 to
be endorsed, thereby permitting the total number of
checks 13 that are endorsed to be counted and thereby
insuring that the endorsement on each check 13 is in the
desired location.

Conveying means 19, as shown in FIGS. 2 and 7,
includes a shaft 131 mounted for rotation on a bracket
132, and shaft 131 is provided with a pair of pressure
rollers 135 fixed to shaft 131, and pressure rollers 135
extend partially through openings 137 in guide plate 83.
Another shaft 139 mounted for rotation on a bracket
140 adjacent to the outer side of guide plate 85 opposite
drive shaft 131 is provided, and a pair of pulleys 141 and
a pair of pressure rollers 143 are fixed to shaft 139.

Pressure rollers 143 extend partial]y through open-
ings 145 in guide plate 85 and act in conjunction with
pressure rollers 135 to grasp and move checks 13 along
document conveyance path 21.

A pair of idler pulleys 147 (FIG. 2) and a pair of
pressure rollers 149 are mounted on another shaft 151
held by bracket 153 adjacent to guide plate 85, and
pressure rollers 149 extend partially through an opening
155 in guxde plate 85.

A pair of belts 157 connect pulleys 141 and 147, and
as drive means (not shown) rotate shafts 131 and 139,
pressure rollers 149 are rotated by belts 157.

A platen 159 mounted on frame 15 adjacent guide
plate 83 and opposite shaft 151 extends partially
through an opening 161 in guide plate 83, and acts in
conjunction with pressure rollers 149 to grasp and move
checks 13 along document conveyance path 21.

Ramps 162 (FIG. 2) are provided at the end portion
of each opening in guide plates 83 and 85 to prevent
paper edges from jamming along document conveyance
path 21.

Imprinting means 23, as shown in FIGS. 2,3 and 7,
are provided and include platen 159 that is mounted on
a rotatable shaft 163, and a print drum or endorser roil
165 fixed to a rotatable shaft 167 mounted on frame 15.

An upper free-wheelinig pulley 169, as shown in FIG.
3, is mounted on shaft 167 above print drum 165, and a
lower free-wheeling pulley 171 is mounted on shaft 167
below print: drum 168.

A solenoid 173 is mounted on the underside of frame
15 and is provided with a pawl 175 that is adapted to
engage a wrap spring clutch mechanism 177 at stop
collar 179 of clutch mechanism 177.

Clutch mechanism 177 releaseably secures shaft 167
to a input gear 181

Print drum 165, as shown in FIG. 2, is prov1ded with
two locations 182 and 183 where a die member 184 may
be mounted. Location 182 is used when a payee en-
dorsement is to be placed on each check 13 and location
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183 is used for die member 184 for all other endorse-
ments.

Die member 184, as shown in FIGS. 4 and 5, is pro-
vided with a pair of resilient clamp members 185
mounted on its back side and clamp members 185 snap
over support rods 186 of print drum 165.

As shown in FIG. 3, print drum 165 also is provided
with four rotatable date belts 188 that encircle the cir-
cumference of print drum 165, and belts 188 are pro-
vided with month/day/year indicators. Belts 188 may
be rotated daily so that the correct date is imprinted on
each document when print drum is engaged.

A continuous O-ring belt 189 (FIG. 3) extends be-
tween upper free-wheeling pulley 169 and an upper
pulley 191 mounted on a shaft 193, and a lower continu-
ous belt 195 extends from lower free-wheeling pulley
171 to a lower pulley 197 mounted on shaft 193. Belts
189 and 195 are positioned to contact platen 159 so that
a pinch is formed between beits 189 and 195 and platen
159 to grasp and move checks 13 along document con-
veyance path 21. '

An ink roiler 199 (FIG. 2) is mounted on a shaft 201,
and shaft 201 is rotatably mounted on frame 15 by in-
serting the lower end of shaft 201 through a hole (not
shown) in frame 15 and securing the upper end of shaft
201 in a resilient clamp member 203 mounted on a
bracket 205.

An ink roll adjust 207 (FIG. 2) is provided s that the
ink roll 199 may be moved closer to or farther from
print drum 165, as required. Further, a spring member
209 is mounted between frame 15 and bracket 205
which holds ink roll 199 to provide some play as die
member 187 rolls over ink roll 199.

Sensing means 25 includes a pair of LED/sensors 211
(F1G. 2) and a pair of LED/sensors 213.

LED/sensors 211 ar ®mounted On frame 15 along
document conveyance path 21 between document sepa-
rating apparatus 88 and imprinting means 23 and LED/-
sensors 211 are referred to as “trailing edge” LED/sen-
sors since LED/sensors 211 are used to sense or see the
trailing edge 214 (FIG. 6) of each check 13 as each
check 13 moves past LED/sensors 211. When the trail-
ing edge of each check 13 is sensed or seen by LED/-
sensors 211, a signal is sent to control mechanism 215
which subsequently initiates the imprinting mean 23 at
the appropriate time. »

LED/sensors 213 (FIG. 2), known as “leading edge”
LED/sensors since LED/sensors 213 sense or see the
leading edge 216 (FIG. 6) of each check 13 as each
check 13 moves past LED/sensor 213, are mounted on
frame 15 along document conveyance path 21 between
imprinting means 23 and shaft 193. When the leading
edge of each check 13 is sensed or seen by LED/sensors
213, a signal is sent to control mechanism 215 which
- subsequently initiates the imprinting means 23 at the
appropriate time.

A switch 21 (FIG. 1) which is linked to control mech-
anism 215, is provided to allow the operator of the
document imprinting device 11 to choose which LED/-
sensor pairs (trailing edge LED/sensor pair 211 for a
payee endorsement and a bank of first deposit endorse-
ment or leading edge LED/sensor pair 213 for a subse-
quent bank endorsement) are to be used.

Turning to FIG. 6, the location for a payee endorse-
ment is indicated at 218a, the location for a bank of first
deposit endorsement is indicated at 218, and the loca-
tion for a subsequent collecting bank endorsement is
indicated at 218c.
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A first motor 219 (as shown in FIG. 3) (preferably a
24 volts DC motor) is used to rotate a shaft 221 having
a gear 223 mounted on its end portion. As gear 223
rotates, it drives a gear 225 fixed to shaft 81. Continuous
belts (not shown) extend around the lower portion 227
of shaft 81 and a pulley 229 fixed to a lower end portion
of shaft 103 (FIG. 3). Motor 219 is used to drive con-
veying means 19.

A motor 231 is used to rotate a shaft 233 (FIG. 3)
having a pulley 235 mounted on its end portion. As shaft
233 rotates, it drives a continuous belt (not shown)
extending around pulley 235 and a pulley 239 (FIG. 3)
fixed to a lower end portion of shaft 163.

Control mechanism 215 (FIG. 1) controls motors 219
and 231 (FIG. 3), solenoid 173 and clutch mechanism
177, and the chosen LED/sensor pair 211 or 213. Fur-
ther, control mechanism 215 includes a counter for
counting the number of checks that have been en-
dorsed, and the total number of endorsed checks 13 is
given on screen 240 (FIG. 1). Control mechanism 215 is
disclosed in U.S. Pat. No. 4,737,627, issued Apr. 12,
1988, which is incorporated herein by reference.

Joggle wheels 241 (FIG. 2) having a eccentrically
shaped circumference are mounted on the upper end
portion and lower end portion of shaft 193 and extend
partially through openings 243 (FIG. 7) in guide plate
85 (FIG. 7) into hopper 29 of second follower apparatus
87 so that as shaft 193 rotates, joggle wheels 241 insert
checks 13 into hopper 29 of second follower apparatus
87 through a document entrance opening 247 (FIG. 7)
located at the front portion of hopper 29 of second
follower apparatus 87. Further, due to the eccentrically
shaped circumference of joggle wheels 241, as shaft 193
rotates, joggle wheels 241 joggle the stack of endorsed
checks 13 as each check 13 is inserted into entrance
opening 247 (FIG. 7) of hopper 2 of second follower
apparatus 87.

Second follower apparatus 87 is positioned down-
stream of imprinting means 23, and is identical to first
follower apparatus 27. Accordingly, since each compo-
nent of second follower apparatus 87 is the same as each
component of first follower apparatus 27, the previous
description of the structure of first follower apparatus
27 is descriptive of second follower apparatus 87 (see
FIG. 8). Functionally, however, follower apparatus 87
differs from first follower apparatus 27 since second
follower apparatus 87 collects checks in a stack in its
hopper 29 after each check 13 has been endorsed while
first follower apparatus 27 holds checks 13 to be en-
dorsed in a stack in its hopper 29 and positions the stack
of checks 13 so that each check 13 may be removed
from hopper 29 of first follower apparatus 27 to be
endorsed.

Positive control of each check 13 is maintained as it
passes along document conveyance path 21 since at
least one portion of check 1 is in the grip of feed drum
89 and stripper mechanism 91, pressure rollers 135 and
143 (FIG. 2), pressure roller 149 and platen 159, or
continuous belts 189, 195 and platen 159.

In operation, a stack containing up to about 200
checks 13 that are to be endorsed are placed in hopper
29 of first follower apparatus 27. Checks 13 rest in
hopper 29 on their long edges, and the back of checks
13 face towards follower 33. The leading edge 216 of
each check 13 is to the right portion of the hopper 29
when looking at hopper 29 from front wall 31 to fol-
lower 33 (FIG. 7), and each leading edge in the stack is
aligned with the leading edges 216 of the other checks
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13 in the stack, and this permits a stack containing
checks of various sizes, that is, the stack comprising a
mixture of checks having different sizes, to be handled
by document imprinting device 11.

Checks 13 are removed sequentially from hopper 29
and are moved along document conveyance path 21
past feed roller 89 and stripper mechanism 91 to insure
that a space has been created between each check.”

Checks 13 are then driven around platen 159 into the
pinch between platen 159 and print drum pulleys 189,
195.

If a payee endorsement and/or a bank of first deposit
endorsement is to be made, trailing-edge LED/sensor
pair 211 is activated by switch 217, and as the trailing
edge 214 of each check 13 passes trailing-edge LED/-
sensor pair 211, a signal is sent to control mechanism
215 which causes clutch 177 to lock shaft 167 to gear
181 and print drum 165 to rotate. As print drum 165
rotates, die member 184 rolls first against ink roller 199
and then against the back of the check 13 that is be-
tween printer drum belts 189, 195 and platen 159. After
the endorsement is made, shaft 167 and printer drum
165 are unlocked from gear 181, and printer drum 165

stops rotating until the trailing-edge LED/sensor pair

211 sees trailing edge 214 of another check 13 and sends
another signal to control mechanism 215 to activate
printing means 23 again.

If a subsequent bank endorsement is to be made, lead-
ing-edge LED/sensor pair 213 is activated by switch
217, and as the leading edge 216 of each check 13 passes
leading-edge LED/sensor pair 213, a signal is sent to
control mechanism 215 which causes clutch 177 to lock
shaft 167 to gear 181 and print drum 165 to rotate. As
print drum 165 rotates, die member 184 rolls first
against ink roller 199 and then against the back of the
check 13 that is between printer drum belts 189, 195 and
platen 159. After the endorsement is made, shaft 167 and
printer drum 165 are unlocked from gear 181, and
printer drum 165 stops rotating until the leading-edge
LED/sensor pair 213 see leading edge 216 of another
check 13 and sends another signal to control mechanism
215 to activate printing means 23 again.

Proper placement of the chosen endorsement on
checks 13 is independent of the speed at which checks
13 are fed through document conveyance path 21 due
to the positioning of the LED/sensor pairs 211 and 213.

Since drum member 165 rotates only when an en-
dorsement is to be made, no ink is transferred onto
platen 159.

The method of imprinting a document such as a
check having a leading edge, comprises the steps of
feeding the document sequentially into a document
conveyance path so that a space is created between each
sequentially fed document, conveying the documents
along the document conveyance path, sensing the posi-
tion of the leading edge of each check, triggering the
rotation of a printing drum having a die member se-
cured thereon each time a leading edge of a document is
sensed, imprinting each document with the die member
as the document is conveyed past the printing drum,
and stacking each imprinted document.

Another method of imprinting a document such as a
check having a trailing edge, comprises the steps of
feeding the document sequentially into a document
conveyance path so that a space is created between each
sequentially fed document, conveying the documents
along the document conveyance path, sensing the posi-
tion of the trailing edge of each check, triggering the
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rotation of a printing drum having a die member se-
cured thereon each time a trailing edge of a document is

“sensed, imprinting each document with the die member

as the document is conveyed past the printing drum,
and stacking each imprinted document.

Turning to FIG. 3, and more particularly to FIGS. 9,
10 and 11, in order to detect whether an endorsement is
made by print drum 165, there is shown a rotation de-
tector 301 for detecting whether shaft !67 rotates each
time a check 13 passes between print drum 165 and
platen 159. Rotation detector 301 includes a portion 303
of shaft 167 and a reflective sensor 305 mounted adja-
cent thereto.

Shaft portion 303 has a generally round surface 311
with a flat segment 30 cut into the surface and extending
axially along shaft portion 303.

Reflective sensor 305 includes an emitter 313 for
transmitting a beam of light at shaft portion 303, and a
detector 315 for detecting the beam of light when it is
reflected from flat segment 309 of shaft portion 303.
When the beam of light from emitter 313 strikes the
round surface 311 of shaft portion 303, the light is scat-
tered and not enough reflected light reaches detector
315 to produce a meaningful signal in the circuit 317
shown in FIG. 12.

Each signal produced in circuit 317 triggers or initi-
ates another counting mechanism housed in control
mechanism 215 (FIG. 1), which counts each rotation
made by shaft 167 by counting each signal produced in
circuit 317. Since shaft 167 rotates each time there is an
endorsement, each rotation of shaft 167 equals each
time an endorsement is actually made by print drum 165
mounted on shaft 167.

In operation, each time a signal is sent from LED/-
sensor pairs 211 or 213 to control mechanism 215, con-
trol mechanism 215 activates the latching device for
latching the shaft 167, which has print drum 165
mounted thereon, to a rotating gear mechanism; that is,
control mechanism 215 causes clutch 177 to lock the
shaft 167 to gear 181, thereby rotating shaft 167 and
print drum 165.

Emitter 313 transmits a beam of light onto the surface
of shaft 167 and, each time the flat segment 309 of shaft
portion 303 is aligned with reflective sensor 305 (FIG.
11) as shaft 167 rotates the light transmitted from emit-
ter 313 impinges upon flat segment 309 and is reflected
from flat segment 309 to detector 315 and initiates a
signal in circuit 317. Light from emitter 313 striking
round circumferential surface 311 scatters; that is, it it
reflected from the round circumferential surface 311 in
many directions, and not enough light reflected from
the surface 311 reaches the detector 315 to produce a
meaningful signal in circuit 317.

Accordingly, each time shaft 167 rotates, a signal is
produced in circuit 317 and counted by the counting
mechanism housed in control mechanism 215, and each
signal counted by the counting mechanism receiving
signals from circuit 317 is compared in control mecha-
nism 215 with each signal received from the counter
receiving signals from LED/sensor pair 211 if the trail-
ing edge of check 13 is being used as a reference point
or from LED/sensor pair 213 if the leading edge of
check 13 is being used as a reference point. If each
signal counted by the counter receiving signals from
either LED/sensor pair 211 or 213 matches each signal
counted by the counting mechanism receiving signals
from circuit 317, imprinting device 11 continues to
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endorse checks 13 until all the checks 13 being pro-
cessed are endorsed.

If the clutch 177 fails to lock shaft 167 to gear 181 due
to a mechanical or electrical failure as a check moves
through document imprinting device 11, shaft 167 and
print drum 165 do not rotate, no endorsement is made
on the check and no signal is produced in circuit 317.
Since no signal from circuit 317 is received in control
mechanism 215 to match the signal from either leading
edge LED/sensor pair 213 or trailing edge LED/sensor
pair 211, control mechanism 215 shuts down imprinting
device 11 and gives an error message on screen 240
(FIG. 1). Since imprinting device 11 shuts down at this
point, the last check 13 that has entered stacker or sec-
ond follower apparatus 87 is the unendorsed check 13,
that is, the check 13 passing print drum 165 without
being endorsed.

Rotation detector 301, being an electro-optical de-
vice, operates at very high speeds relative to the rota-
tion speed of shaft 167 so that successive rotations of
shaft 167 are easily detected.

Rotation detector 301 also ma be used to count the
number of checks 13 actually endorsed. The counting
mechanism in control mechanism 215 may be used to
count the total number of signals received from circuit
317, which corresponds to the total number of rotations
of shaft 167. The number of rotations of shaft 167 corre-
sponds to the number of endorsements actually made by
print drum 165 mounted on shaft 167.

The method of detecting whether a rotatable shaft
167 makes a rotation comprises transmitting a beam of
light at the shaft 167, said shaft 167 having a portion 303
having a generally round surface 311, said portion 303
being provided with a flat segment 309 on a part of its
surface, detecting said beam of light each time it is re-
flected from the flat segment 309, producing an electric
signal each time the beam of light being reflected from
the flat segment 309 is detected, and counting the num-
ber of electric signals produced.

Another method of imprinting a document, such as a
check having a leading edge 216, comprises the steps of
feeding the check 13 sequentially into a document con-
veying path 21 so that a space is created between each
sequentially fed document, conveying the checks 13
along the document conveying path 21, sensing the
position of the leading edge 216 of each check 13, trig-
gering the rotation of a print drum 165 having a die
member 184 secured thereon each time a leading edge
216 of a document is sensed, said print drum 165 being
mounted on a rotatable shaft 167 having a portion 303
having a generally round surface 311, said portion 303
being provided with a flat segment 309 on a part of its
surface, imprinting each document with the die member
184 as the document is conveyed past the print drum
165, transmitting a beam of light at the shaft 167, detect-
ing said beam of light each time it is reflected from the
flat segment 309 to determine each time the shaft 167 is
rotated, producing an electric signal each time the beam
of light being reflected from the flat segment 309 is
detected, counting the number of electric signals. pro-
duced, and stacking each imprinted document.

Another method of imprinting a document, such as a
check 13 having a trailing edge 214 comprises the steps
of feeding the check 13 sequentially into a document
conveying path 21 so that a space is created between
each sequentially fed document, conveying the checks
13 along the document conveying path 21, sensing the
position of the trailing edge 214 of each check 13, trig-
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gering the rotation of a print drum 165 having a die
member 184 secured thereon each time a trailing edge
214 of a document is sensed, said print drum 165 being
mounted on a rotatable shaft 167 having a portion 303
having a generally round surface 311, said portion 303
being provided with a flat segment 309 on a part of its
surface, imprinting each document with the die member
184 as the document is conveyed past the print drum
165, transmitting a beam of light at the shaft 167, detect-
ing said beam of light each time it is reflected from the
flat segment 309 to determine each time the shaft 167 is
rotated, producing an electric signal each time the beam
of light being reflected from the flat segment 309 is
detected, counting the number of electric signals pro-
duced, and stacking each imprinted document.
I claim:
1. A document imprinting device for 1mprmtmg on
documents such as checks comprising
a frame,
document feeding means mounted on the frame for
sequentially feeding documents,
conveying means for conveying a document from the
document feeding means along a document con-
veyance path,
imprinting means for imprinting the documents con-
veyed along the document conveyance path, said
imprinting means including a print drum mounted
on a rotatable shaft having a generally round sur-
face with a flat segment, and
rotation detecting means for detecting whether said
rotatable shaft and print drum have made a rotation
and imprinted the document,
said rotation detecting means including
a portion on the rotatable shaft having a generally
round surface,
said portion being provided with a flat segment on a
part of its surface, .
light transmitting means for transmitting a beam of
light at said portion of said shaft, and
light detecting means for detecting said beam of light
each time it is reflected from the flat segment.
2. The document imprinting device of claim 1, the
document feeding means including
a hopper for holding a stack of documents,
said hopper having a document exit opening, and
means for removing documents sequentially from the
hopper through the document exit opening to the
conveyance path.
3. The document imprinting device of claim 2, further
including
a follower apparatus,
the follower apparatus including
an arm mechanism mounted on the underside of the
frame having a first end portion and a second end
portion,
the arm mechanism having a first pulley at its first end
portion and a second non-rotating pulley at its
second end portion,
a continuous belt extending between the first and
second pulleys,
a slot formed in the frame,
a rotatable second shaft being fixed to the first pulley
and extending through the slot, and
a panel fixed to the second shaft,
said panel forming the rear wall of the hopper, and
said panel being rotatable with the second shaft to
maintain its orientation in the hopper as the second
shaft moves laterally back and forth in the slot.
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4. The document imprinting device of claim 3, further

including

biasing means for biasing the panel towards the front
wall of the hopper.

5. The document imprinting device of claim 2,

the removing means for removing documents from
the document exit opening being a picker,

the picker being mounted on the frame at the docu-
ment exit opening and having an eccentrically
shaped circumference such that as it rotates, it
removes documents sequentially from the docu-
ment exit opening and joggles the stack of docu-
ments as each document is removed from the
hopper.

6. The document imprinting device of claim 1, the

feeding means including

a stripper mechanism.

7. The document imprinting device of claim 1, the

feeding means including

a feed roller means mounted for rotation with a first
rotating drive shaft mounted on said frame,

a stripper means mounted on said frame in opposed
relation to said feed roller means for counter-rota-
tion to said rotation of said feed roller means

a hopper for holding a stack of documents,

said feed roller means and stripper means being
mounted adjacent a document exit opening of the
hopper for receiving documents fed from hopper
into a document feeding area where said feed roller
means moves in the direction of feed of the docu-
ments along the document conveyance path and
said stripper means moves counter to said direction
of document feed for stripping all but the bottom
document entering the document feeding area, and

a pair of stripper idlers mounted for free-wheeling
rotation on a second shaft and located in said docu-
ment feeding area with said stripper means therebe-
tween, '

each of said stripper idlers having a circular rim con-
structed and arranged to contact the surface of said
feed roller means in said document feeding area
with an interference fit so that when no document
is present between said feed roller means and said
stripper idlers, said stripper idlers are caused to
rotate with said feed roller means in the direction
of movement of documents through the apparatus,
said circular rims of said stripper idlers being flexi-
ble away from said feed roller means and being
constructed and arranged such that when docu-
ments are present between said stripper idlers and
said feed roller means, a desired pressure is applied
to said documents that allows the bottom docu-
ments to be fed in the desired direction through the
apparatus by said feed roller means without creat-
ing a excessive force which tends to lock the bot-
tom document by friction to the document there-
above.

8. The document imprinting device of claim 1,

the conveying means including a pair of guide plates
spaced apart in a parallel relationship to form the
document conveyance path,

the guide plates being provided with a plurality of
openings, and '

rotatable friction drum means mounted on the frame
and extending partially through the openings in the
guide plates for contacting the documents and for
moving the document along the document convey-
ance path.
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9. The document imprinting device of claim 1, the
imprinting means including -
a rotatable platen mounted on the frame adjacent to
the print drum,
the print drum having an upper end portion and a
lower end portion,
an upper free-wheeling puiley mounted on the first
shaft at the upper end portion of the print drum,
a lower free-wheeling pulley mounted on the first
shaft at the lower end portion of the print drum,
a first continuous belt extending around the upper
pulley and pressing against the platen,
a second continuous belt extending around the lower
pulley and pressing against the platen,
a clutch releaseably securing the first shaft to a driv-
ing means for rotating the first shaft, and
a die member mounted on the print drum.
10. The document imprinting device of claim 9,
the print drum having a plurality of positions on
which the die member may be mounted.
11. The document imprinting device of claim 9,
the die member being releaseably mounted on the
print drum.
12. The document imprinting device of claim 9, the
imprinting means further including
an ink roller mounted on the frame adjacent to the
print drum,
the ink roller contacting only the die as the drum
member rotates.
13. The document imprinting device of claim 1, fur-
ther including
sensing means positioned along the document con-
veyance path for sensing the position of the docu-
ments and for triggering the imprinting means to
rotate the print drum and imprint the document at
a desired location on the document.
14. The document imprinting device of claim 13,
the sensor means being a LED sensor.
15. The document imprinting device of claim 13,
said sensing means including
a first sensor means positioned between the document
feeding means and the document imprinting means
for seeing a trailing edge of each document, and
a second sensor means positioned after the imprinting
means for seeing a leading edge of each document.
16. The document imprinting device of claim 18,
further including
switch means for alternatively activating the desired
first or second sensor means.
17. The document imprinting device of claim 1, said
rotation detecting means including
light transmitting means for transmitting a beam of
light at said shaft portion of said shaft, and
light detecting means for detecting said beam of light
each time it is reflected from the flat segment.
18. The document imprinting device of claim 17,
further including
means for producing an electric signal each time the
light detecting means detects a beam of light re-
flected from the flat segment on said first shaft.
19. The document imprinting device of claim 18,
further including
counting means for counting the number of electric
signals produced.
20. The document imprinting device of claim 1, fur-
ther inciuding
stacking means mounted on the frame at the end of
the document conveyance path for holding the
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documents in a stack after the documents have
been imprinted upon.
21. The document imprinting device of claim 20, the
stacking means including
a hopper,
said hopper having a document entrance opening,
a second shaft rotatably mounted on the frame at the
document entrance opening of the hopper, and
a eccentrically shaped wheel member mounted on the
shaft,
whereby rotation of wheel member conveys each
document into the hopper and joggles the stack of
documents as each document is conveyed into the
hopper.
22. The document imprinting device of claim 20,
further including
a follower apparatus,
the follower apparatus including
an arm mechanism mounted on the underside of the
frame having a first end portion and a second end
portion,
the arm mechanism having a first pulley at its first end
portion and a second non-rotating pulley at its
second end portion,
a continuous belt extending between the first and
second pulleys,
a slot formed in the frame,
a rotatable third shaft being fixed to the first pulley
and extending through the slot, and
a panel fixed to the third shaft,
said panel forming the rear wall of the hopper, and
said panel being rotatable with the third shaft to
maintain its orientation in the hopper as the third
shaft moves laterally back and forth in the slot.
23. The document imprinting device of claim 22,
further including
biasing means for biasing the panel towards the front
wall of the hopper.
24. The document imprinting device of claim 1, fur-
ther including
drive means for driving the feeding means, the con-
veying means, and the imprinting means.
25. The document imprinting device of claim 20,
further including
drive means for driving the feeding means, the con-
veying means, the imprinting means, and the stack-
ing means.
26. A document imprinting device for imprinting on
documents such as checks comprising
a frame, _
document feeding means mounted on the frame for
sequentially feeding documents,
conveying means for conveying a document from the
document feeding means along a document con-
veyance path,
imprinting means for imprinting the documents con-
veyed along the document conveyance path, said
imprinting means including a print drum mounted
on a rotatable first shaft having a generally round
surface with a flat segment,
sensing means positioned along the document con-
veyance path for sensing the position of the docu-
ments and for triggering the imprinting means to
rotate the print drum and imprint the document at
a desired location on the document, and
rotation detecting means for detecting whether said
rotatable first shaft and print drum have made a
rotation and imprinted the document,
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a feed hopper for holding a stack of documents,

said feed hopper having a document exit opening, and

means for removing documents sequentially from the
feed hopper through the document exit opening to
the conveyance path,

said feed holler including

a follower apparatus,

the follower apparatus including

an arm mechanism mounted on the underside of the
frame having a first end portion and a second end
portion,

the arm mechanism having a first pulley at its first end
portion and a second non-rotating pulley at its
second end portion,

a continuous belt extending between the first and
second pulleys,

a slot formed in the frame,

a rotatable second shaft being fixed to the first pulley
and extending through the slot, and

a panel fixed to the second shaft,

said panel forming the rear wall of the hopper,

said panel being rotatable with the second shaft to
maintain its orientation in the hopper as the second
shaft moves laterally back and forth in the slot,

biasing means for biasing the panel towards the front
wall of the hopper,

the removing means for removing documents from
the document exit opening being a picker,

the picker being mounted on the frame at the docu-
ment exit opening and having an eccentrically
shaped circumference such that as it rotates, it
removes documents sequentially from the docu-
ment exit opening and joggles the stack of docu-
ments as each document is removed from the feed
hopper,

the feeding means further including

a stripper mechanism,

said stripper mechanism including

a feed roller means mounted for rotation with a first
rotating drive shaft mounted on said frame,

a stripper means mounted on said frame in opposed
relation to said feed roller means for counter-rota-
tion to said rotation of said feed roller means,

said feed roller means and stripper means being
mounted adjacent a document exit opening of the
feed hopper for receiving documents fed from the
feed hopper into a document feeding area where
said feed roller means moves in the direction of
feed of the documents along the document convey-
ance path and said stripper means moves counter to
said direction of document feed for stripping all but
the bottom document entering the document feed-
ing area,

a pair of stripper idlers mounted for free-wheeling
rotation on a third shaft and located in said docu-
ment feeding area with said stripper means therebe-
tween,

each of said stripper idlers having a circular rim con-
structed and arranged to contact the surface of said
feed roller means in said document feeding area
with an interference fit so that when no document
is present between said feed roller means and said
stripper idlers, said stripper idlers are caused to
rotate with said feed roller means in the direction
of movement of documents through the apparatus,
said circular rims of said stripper idlers being flexi-
ble away from said feed roller means and being
constructed and arranged such that when docu-
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ments are present between said stripper idlers and
said feed roller means, a desired pressure is applied
to said documents that allows the bottom docu-
ments to be fed in the desired direction through the
apparatus by said feed roller means without creat-
ing an excessive force which tends to lock the
bottom document by friction to the document
thereabove,

the conveying means including a pair of guide plates
spaced apart in a parallel relationship to form the
document conveyance path,

the guide plates being provided with a plurality of
openings,

rotatable friction drum means mounted on the frame
and extending partially through the openings in the
guide plates for contacting the documents and for
moving the document along the document convey-
ance path,

the imprinting means including

a rotatable platen mounted on the frame adjacent to
the print drum,

the print drum having an upper end portion and a
lower end portion,

an upper free-wheeling pulley mounted on the first
shaft at the upper end portion of the print drum,

a lower free-wheeling pulley mounted on the first
shaft at the lower end portion of the print drum,

a first continuous belt extending around the upper
pulley and pressing against the platen,

a second continuous belt extending around the lower
pulley and pressing against the platen,

a clutch releaseably securing the first shaft to a driv-
ing means for-rotating the first shaft,

a die member mounted on the print drum,

the print drum having a plurality of positions on
which the dye member may be mounted,

the dye member being releaseably mounted on.the
print drum,

the imprinting means further including

an ink roller mounted on the frame adjacent to the
print drum,

the ink roller contacting only the die as the drum
member rotates,

said sensing means including

a first sensor means positioned between the document
feeding means and the document imprinting means
for seeing a trailing edge of each document,

a second sensor means positioned after the imprinting
means for seeing a leading edge of each document

said first and second sensor means being LED sen-
sors,

switch means for alternatively activating the desired
first or second sensor means,

said rotation detecting means including

light transmitting means for transmitting a beam of
light at said shaft portion of said first shaft,

light detecting means for detecting said beam of light
each time it is reflected from the flat segment,

means for producing an electric signal each time the
light detecting means detects a beam of light re-
flected from the flat segment on said first shaft,

counting means for counting the number of electric
signals produced,

stacking means mounted on the frame at the end of
the document conveyance path for holding the
documents in a stack after the documents have
been imprinted upon,

the stacking means including
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a stacking hopper,

said stacking hopper having a document entrance

opening,

a fourth shaft rotatably mounted on the frame at the

document entrance opening of the stacking hopper,

a eccentrically shaped wheel member mounted on the

fourth shaft,

whereby rotation of wheel member conveys each

document into the stacking hopper and joggles the
stack of documents as each document is conveyed
into the stacking hopper,

said stacking hopper including

a follower apparatus,

the follower apparatus including

an arm mechanism mounted on the underside of the

frame having a first end portion and a second end
portion,

. the arm mechanism having a first pulley at its first end
portion and a second non-rotatmg puiley at its
second end portion,

a continuous belt extending between the first and

second pulleys,

a slot formed in the frame,

a rotatable fifth shaft being fixed to the ﬁrst pulley

and extending through the slot, and

a panel fixed to the fifth shaft,

said panel forming the rear wall of the hopper,

said panel being rotatable with the fifth shaft to main-

tain its orientation in the hopper as the fifth shaft
moves laterally back and forth in the slot,

biasing means for biasing the panel towards the front

wall of the hopper, and

drive means for driving the feeding means, the con-

veying means, the imprinting means, and the stack-
ing means.

27. A method of imprinting a document such as a
check, said document having a leading edge, compris-
ing the steps of

feeding the document sequentially into a document

conveyance path so that a space is created between
each sequentially fed document,

conveying the documents along the document con-

veyance path,

sensing the position of the leading edge of each

check,
triggering the rotation of a printing drum having a die
member secured thereon each time a leading edge
of a document is sensed, said printing drum being
mounted on a rotatable shaft having a portion hav-
ing a generally round surface with a flat segment,

imprinting each document with the die member as the
document is conveyed past the printing drum,

transmitting a beam of light at the shaft, and

detecting said beam of light each time it is reflected
from the flat segment to determine each time the
shaft is rotated.

28. The method of claim 27, further mcludmg

producing an electric signal each time the beam of

light being reflected from the flat segment is de-
tected.

29. The method of claim 28, further including

counting the number of electric signals produced.

30. The method of claim 27, further including the step
of

stacking each imprinted document.

31. A method of imprinting a document such as a
check, said document having a trailing edge, compris-
ing the steps of
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feeding the documents sequentially into a document
conveyance path so that a space is created between
each sequentially fed document,

conveying the documents along the document con-
veyance path,

sensing the position of the trailing edge of each
check,

triggering the rotation of a printing drum having a die
member secured thereon each tim=a trailing edge
of a document is sensed, said printing drum being
mounted on a rotatable shaft having a portion hav-
ing a generally round surface with a flat segment,

imprinting each document with the die member as the
document is conveyed past the printing drum,
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transmitting a beam of light at the shaft, and
detecting said beam of light each time it is reflected
from the flat segment to determine each time the
shaft is rotated.
32. The method of claim 31, further including
producing an electric signal each time the beam of
light being reflected from the flat segment is de-
tected.
33. The method of claim 32, further including
counting the number of electric signals produced.
34. The method of claim 31, further including the step

stacking each imprinted document.
* * * * *



