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This invention relates to that kind of garment
which is usually worn around the hips. Such
garments are commercially known as girdles,
foundation garments, shorts, swin suits, panties,
panty-girdles and the like.

The ordinary girdle is usually made of some
elastic material and designed to closely embrace
the body of the wearer. It encirelés the hips and
pulls the buttocks together to make one smooth
continuous line from one side of the wearer to
the other. This constriction and deformation of
the muscles of the buttocks is rieither artistic nor
healthful. Any fleshy or muscular part of the
body which is tightly bound up tends to deteri-
orate in muscle tone, shape and contour. This is
the effect produced by the ordinary girdle, cor-
set, or foundation garment which is designed to
puil the hips, the stomach and the buttocks all
together to form what is sometimes termed a
stylish figure.

An object of the present invention is to pro-
duce a garment which will mold and restrain the
hip portion of the body without tightly binding
the buttocks together. This objective is accom-
plished in the present invention by supplying the
rear or seat portion of the garments with suitable
pockets for receiving the buttocks of the wearer
and while restraining to some extent at the same
time maintaining the natural shape and confor-
mation thereof to permit free muscular move-
ment and blood cireulation and thus maintain a
firm and healthful muscle tone in these parts of
the body. Each of the pockets is formed and
shaped so as to receive and mold the individual
buttock portions in such a way as to give com-
plete freedom thereto and at the same time pro-
duce an artistic and attractive appearance by
enhancing the natural contour of the body.
PFurther objects will be apparent upon reading
the description which follows herein.

The invention consists in the novel arrange-
ment, construction and combination of parts
hereinafter particularly described and claimed.
Looking at the one sheet of drawings which ac-~
companies this specification;

Fig. 1 is a front view of the garment shown on
the wearer.

Pig. 2 is a rear view of the garment on the
wearer.

Fig. 3 is a rear view of the garment stretched
out in a flattened condition.

Fig. 4 is a section through line 4—4 of Fig. 2.

In the embodiment of the invention shown and
described herein, the front of the garment is
made up of panels I, 2, 3 and 4. The rear and
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side portions of the garment are made up of pan-
els 5 and 6. The invention is illustrated as em-
bodied in what is known as a panty-girdle which
includes a crotch portion 7 'dividing the lower
portiori of the garment into two leg openings 8
and 9. On the rear of the garment and at the
waist portion thereof is-a placket 10 closed by a
sliding fastener 11. This of course is for the con-~
venience of the wearer when putting on or tak-
ing off the garment. The garmernt may or may
net ke equipped with the usual hose supporters 12,
13, t4 and 5.

Thé rear panels 5 and 6 of the panty-girdle
are equipped with a pan' of cup-like pockets 18
and 17 arranged to receive the buttock portions
of the body of the wearer and mold 'and support
the gluteus maximus to conform to the natural
shape and conformation thereof.

It will be understood from the above descrip-
tion that the invention can be applied to various
kinds of garments which are used to encircle the
hips. Because of the presence of the pockets in
the rear of the garment the natural conformation
of the buttock portions of the body is main-
tained while at the same time a restraining or
molding influence can be maintained on the front
and side portions of the pelvicregionof the wearer.
The present invention allows the wearer to ob-
tain o figure with a more or less flat front por-
tion, if that is desirable, while at the same time
permitting a natural and healthful freedom for
the rear portion of the body.

The invention is not limited to any particular
kind of fabric or material. It may be incorpo-
rated in garments made of elastic material or
non-elastic material or garments which are a
combination of elastic and non-elastic material.
In the particular embodiment shown in the draw-
ings the front and back panels [-—-6 are made of an
elastic material which stretches horizontally but
not vertically. The pockets i§ and 17 are made
of a “one way stretch” material with the direc-
tion of streteh arranged diagonally on the pockeis
at approximately 45° to the vertical or horizontal
axis of the garment. The line of stretch con-
verges toward the top of the garment as shown
in the drawings. This arrangement and design
has been found to be practical but other arrange-
ments and designs will readily suggest themselves
to those skilled in the art and at the same time
will retain the essential fundamental and claimed
features of our invention.

Having thus fully described our invention we
claim:

1. An undergarment of the girdle or panty-
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girdle type having front and back sides, said
back side being divided into two panels each
extending from top to bottom of the garment, a
pair of outwardly dished, elliptically-shaped sec-
tions in the back side of the garment one in each
said panel, said sections being joined to each
other throughout a substantial part of their
lengths, said sections being adapted to enclose
and support the buttocks of the wearer of the
garment each in a separate section, each section
being of such shape and size as to embrace a but-
tock without substantial compression or distor-
tion of the natural shape and contour of the mus-
cular portion of the buttock, said sections being
made of elastic material whose - direction of

streteh is substantially at 45° to the vertical or -
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horizontal axis of the garment with the lines of .

stretch converging toward the upper portion of -

the garment and diverging toward the lower
portion thereof, and the’ direction of stretch of
the material of each section conforming to the
course of the muscle fibers of the gluteus maxi-
mus of the wearer of the garment. )

2. A - waist-encireling garment having front
and back sides, said back side being divided cen-
trally and vertically thereof intc two panels each
extending from top to bottom of the garment, a
pair of outwardly dished, generally oval-shaped
sections in the back side of the garment one in
each said panel, said sections being joined to each
other at said central, vertical division line of the
back side of the garment, said sections being
adapted to enclose and support the buttocks of
the wearer of the garment each in a separate
section, each section being of such shape and size
as to at least partially cup a buttock without sub-
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stantial compression or distortion of the natural
shape and contour of the muscular portion of the
buttock, said sections being made of elastic ma-
terial whose direction of stretch is substantially
at 45° to the vertical or horizontal axis of the
garment with the lines of stretch converging to-
ward the upper portion of the garment and di-
verging toward the lower portion thereof, and
the direction of stretch of the material of each
section conforming to the course of the muscle
fibers of the gluteus maximus of the wearer of
the garment.
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