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This invention relates to an improvement in 
means for applying covers to boxes or baskets of 
berries or other Small fruits. 

It is desirable and in some places compulsory 
that small fruit for market shall be covered. The 
best material for covers is sheets of cellophane 
but difficulty is experienced in Securing Such 
covers to the boxes. Rubber bands produce the 
best results but it has also been difficult to apply 
them. 
The object of this invention is to provide means 

for holding a cover over and securing the same 
to a basket, and the invention consists in the 
construction and arrangement of parts as here 
inafter described and particularly recited in the 
claims. 
With the above and other objects in view, as 

will appear to those skilled in the art from the 
present disclosure, this invention includes all 
features in the said disclosure which are novel 
over the prior art. 
In the accompanying drawings, in which cer 

tain modes of carrying out the present invention 
are shown for illustrative purposes: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a device for ap 
plying covers to baskets and constructed in ac 
cordance with my invention; 

Fig. 2 is a sectional view on the line 2-2 of Fig. 
1 shown as positioned over a filled and covered 
basket; 

Fig. 3 is a sectional view on the line 3-3 of 
Fig. 1; and 

Fig. 4 is a view similar to Fig. 3 of a modified 
form of band-release. 
The device consists of a rectangular frame Cor 

responding in size to the size of the basket with 
which it is to be used. 

Secured to each side wall to is a spring-clip , 
the upper end 2 of which is curved inward. In 
each corner of the frame is a clearance notch 3 
in which is located a pin 4. These pins may be 
formed at the free ends of spring-wires 5 and 
normally project upwardly beyond the upper 
edge of the frame. 
The spring-wires 5 are of U-shaped form and 

have their ends opposite the pins 4 rigidly se 
cured to the frame at the corners of the side 
walls O. To prevent the free ends of the spring 
wires from being displaced outwardly from their 
normal positions, a staple 6 or other Suitable 
retaining-means is provided, the croSS-reach of 
the staple bridging the respective grooves 3 ad 
jacent the pins 4, and serves to effectively hold 
the free ends of the spring-wires 5 in their re 
spective grooves. 
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As thus constructed and arranged, the pins 4 

may be moved downwardly into their respective, 
grooves 3 by pressing the upper reaches of the 
spring-wires 5 downwardly to thus bring the 
outer ends of the pins 4 beneath the upper edge 
of the side walls fo, for the purpose as will here 
inafter appear. The pins 4 in their normal po 
sition serve to hold an expanded rubber band 7 
extending parallel to the upper edge of the side 
walls to and spaced slightly away therefrom. 
A sheet 8 of cellophane or other suitable ma 

terial is placed over a filled basket 9 and extends 
down over the rim 20 thereof. The frame is then 
set over the basket and the clips if serve to hold 
the skirt-portions of the sheet or cover 8 below 
the rim 20, to thus retain the sheet or cover ten 
porarily in place. The operator has both hands 
free to depress two of the pins 4 into a position 
below the upper edge of the side walls fo, as 
above described, to partially free the rubber band 
by stripping the latter from the two depressed 
pins. This stripping is accomplished by the rub 
ber band being prevented from downward dis 
placement by its engagement with the adjacent 
surface of the side walls to while the pins 4 are 
depressed into the grooves 3 out of holding en 
gagement with the rubber band. 
The release of the rubber band 7 from two 

of the pins 4 will allow the said band to Snap 
inwardly into engagement with the adjacent por 
tions of the basket 9 to thus firmly grip and hold 
the same portions of the sheet 8 in place. By 
depressing the remaining two pins 4 in the same 
manner as the two pins previously described, the 
band 7 is completely released so that the re 
maining portion of the said band may snap into 
holding engagement around the remainder of 
the basket f 9. Upon release of downWard pres 
sure on the upper reaches of the spring-wires 5, 
the pins 4 will automatically move into their 
normal uppermost positions in readiness to 
receive a new rubber band. 

It will be apparent that as the rubber band is 
in a position just below the rim 20 of the basket 
and above the edge of the sheet 8, the latter is 
firmly secured to the basket by the encircling 
rubber band. The now-covered basket may be 
removed from the frame, a rubber band placed in 
position on the pins. 4 and the frame set over 
another basket with its sheet or cover 8, prepar 
atory to another sequence of operations, as above 
described. 

It is obvious that the pins 4 may be formed 
otherwise as, for example, as shown in Fig. 4 of 
the drawings, pins 2 may be formed at the upper 
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end of a plunger 22 which is normally held in its 
upper position by a spring 23 and is depressible to 
release a rubber band, in the manner described 
in the form of the invention illustrated in FigS. i., 
2 and 3. 
With this device, a helper may readily place 

the rubber bands in position so that all the packer 
has to do is to set the frame over a basket and 
depress the pins. 
The invention may be carried out in other 

specific ways than those herein set forth withi." 
out departing from the spirit and essential char 
acteristics of the invention, and the presentiems 
bodiments are, therefore, to be considered in "all 
respects as illustrative and not restrictive, and all 5 
changes coming within the meaning and equival 
lency range of the appended claims are intended: 
to be embraced therein. 
I claim: 
1. A device for affixingeovers to boxes compris 

ing: a rectangualaf frame, a spring clip attached 
to each side'of the said frarietard extending up R. 
wardly, and inwardly inside thereof, and a spring 

4. 
pin mounted at each corner of the frame and 
adapted to be depressed below the upper surface 
of the frame and adapted to hold a rubber band. 

2. A device for affixing covers to boxes compris 
ing: a rectangular frame, a Spring-clip attached 
to each side of the frame and extending up 
Wardly and inwardly inside thereof, a slot in the 
upper surface of the frame at each corner, and 
a spring-pin mounted at each corner and adapted 
to be depressed into said slots below the upper 
surface of the frame and adapted to hold a rub 
ber-band. . . . . . . 

HOWARD A. DOOLITTLE. 
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