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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Jacos R. GrovEe, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Philipsburg, in the county of Center and
State of Pennsylvania, have invented a new
and useful Gripper £

Yttachment, of which the
following is a specification.

This invention is an attachment in the
nature of a spring clamp to be placed on the
ordinary gripper of a platen printing press,
and its object is to tightly clamp the edge of
the sheet to the platen, so that the printed
sheet will not stick to the form.

Another object of the present invention is
to provide an attachment ol this kind which
is simple in structuve, and which can be
easily applied and adjusted to clamp the
sheet.

With the foregoing objects in view the in-
vention consists in the novel construction
and arrangement of parts, to be hereinaiter
deseribed and claimed, reference being had
to the drawing hereto annexed, in which:—

Figure 1 is a plan view of a platen and its
erippers, showing the application of the
mvention. Hig. 2 is an enlarged longitudinal
sectional view on the line 2—2 of ¥Fig. 1.
Fig. 8 is a perspective of the device detached.

In the drawing, 5 denotes the platen of a
printing press, and § are the grippers codp-
erating therewith in the usual manner for
carrying the sheet to be printed to the form.

The attachment for the grippers is in the
nature of & slide mounted therecn, and hav-
ing & spring finger for clamping the sheet to
the platen. The device is formed of a single
piece of sheet steel, and comprises & {lat body
portion 7, fitting on one side of the gripper,
and from which body portion, on one side
thereof, hook-shaped, end oppositely pre-
sented fingers § are struck up.  The gripper
is received between these fingers and the
body portion. One set of fingers extends
over one edge of the gripper, and the other
set extends over the opposite edge, and the
fingers then engage over that side of the grip-
per which faces the form.

The fingers 8 are fermed by slitting the
sheet, and bending up the tongues thus
formed into the shape shown. TFour of
these tongues are provided, but their num-
ber is immaterial, and may be varied as long
as the necessary hold on the gripper is had.

The device being made of sheet metal, it will
be securely held in place on the gripper by the
frictional contact of the fingers therewith.
1t is however free to be slid lengthwise on the
gripper for the purpose of adjustment ac-
cording to the size of the sheet, and, after 1t
is moved to the desired position, it will be
securely held on the gripper by the action of
sgid fingers, which press against the gripper
with sufficient force to hold the device in po-
sition thereon. The body portion projects
beyond oppoesite edges of the gripper, and
that portion projecting beyond the inner
edge thereof, is bent away slightly from the
gripper, snd forms a spring finger 9. This
finger projects In the direction of the platen,
by resson of which, it will be seen that when
the gripper moves into engagement with the
platen, said finger will engage the edge of the
sheet, and press the same tightly against the
platen, so that said sheet will be tightly
oripped and held, and its removal from the
form is assured.

The device herein described, by reason of
its extreme simplicity, can be cheaply manu-
factured, and it can be quickly adjusted on
the gripper according to the size of the sheet.
The finger 9 effectually prevents the sheet
from sticking to the form, and, as it projects
only a short distence beyond the gripper, the
device can be used when the margin of the
sheet is scant. When not in use the device
can be left on the gripper, so that it is at all
times ready and in position for use.

Whet is claimed is:—

The combination with a printing press
gripper, of a slide mounted thereon, sald side
comprising & flat body portion having hook-
shaped oppositely presented fingers struck
up therefrom, between which fingers and the
body portion the gripper is received, said fin-
gers being spaced Trom the opposite edges of
the slide, and the slide at one end being bent
laterally in the direction of the platen, to
form a projecting integral spring finger.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own, 1 have hereto affixed my signature
in the presence of two witnesses.

JACOB R. GROVE.

Witnesses:

5. R. Bureris,
B. ETHEL GROVE.
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