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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, LEO J. FLECKENSTIEN, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at the 
city and county of Kalamazoo, State of 
Michigan, have invented certain new and use 
ful Improvements in Button - Holders, of 
which the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to improvements in button-holders. 
My improved button-holder is particularly 

designed by me for use as a button-holder for 
tufting machines, although it is adapted for 
use in other relations. 
The main objects of this invention are, 

first, to provide an inproved button-holder 
which effectively supports the button, and at 
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the same time one which readily releases the 
button after the same has been placed. Sec 
ond, to provide an improved button-holder 
which is simple and economical in construc 
tion and at the same time very strong and du rable. 

Further objects, and objects relating to de 
tails of construction, will definitely appear 
from the detailed description to follow. 

I accomplish the objects of my invention 
by the devices and means described in the following specification. 
The invention is clearly defined and pointed 

out in the claims. 
A structure embodying the features of my 

invention is clearly illustrated in the accom 
panying drawing, forming a part of this speci 
fication, in which, 

Figure 1 is a detail vertical section of my 
improved button-holder taken on a line corre 
sponding to line 1-1 of Figs. 2 and 3. Fig.2 
is a detail vertical section taken on a line cor 
responding to line 2-2 of Figs. 1 and 4. 
Fig. 3 is a cross section taken on a line corre 
sponding to line 3-3 of Fig. 1. Fig. 4 is a 
cross section through the button shank, 
taken on a line corresponding to line 4-4 of 
Fig. 2. Fig. 5 is a perspective view of one of 
the button holding springs. 
In the drawing, the sectional views are 

taken looking in the direction of the little ar 
rows at the ends of the section lines, and simi 
lar numerals of reference refer to similar 
parts throughout the several views. 

Referring to the drawing, 1 represents the 
support which may be of the usual or of any 
desired construction. The shell 2 is cup-like 
in form, being preferably stamped up from 
sheet metal. 

ranged in the socket in the block. 

with a socket 4 at its outer end adapted to re 
ceive the head of the button, is arranged 
within the shell, preferably fitting the same 
quite closely. The block 3 is cut away on its 
sides at 5 to receive the springs 6, there being 
preferably a pair of oppositely-arranged flat 
springs, although more springs could be pro 
vided, if desired. The springs are provided 
with inturned portions 7 at their inner ends 
and button-engaging portions 8 at their outer 
ends. The block 3 is preferably provided 
with a disk-like cushion 9, the cushion being 
preferably formed of rubber. The springs 
are arranged with their inner ends under the cushion disk. 
The parts are secured together and the 

springs clamped in position by means of the 
screw 10, which is arranged through the block 
cushion disk at the inner end of the shell. 
The parts are thus not only all secured to 
gether by a single screw, but the button 
holder proper is supported thereby. The 
springs are clamped, when the structure is 
formed as illustrated and described, not only 
the inturned portions thereof, but the inner 
ends thereof being clamped between the wall 
of the shell and the block. This effectively 
Supports them, making it possible to use com 
paratively light springs and at the same time 
they effectively hold the button engaging the 
head thereof, as 11, when the same is ar 

The but 
tons are of the common type, having metal 
screw shanks 12. 
Another advantage is that the springs are 

secured without the necessity of forming 
holes therein. The cushion receives the 
shock of the blow in placing the buttons, not 
only releasing the strain upon the parts but 
lessening the liability of breaking the same. 
With the parts thus arranged, the buttons 
may be quickly inserted and are effectively 
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supported, and at the same time the holder is 
readily disengaged therefrom after the but 
ton is placed, and the structure is, as stated, 
economical to produce and very strong and 
durable in use. 

Having thus described my invention, what 
I claim as new and desire to secure by Letters Patent is: 

1. Abutton-holder, comprising a support; 
a cup-like metal shell; a block arranged in 
said shell, said block having a socket in its 
outer end adapted to receive a button; a 
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The block 3, which is provided cushion disk arranged at the inner end of 110 
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said block; button engaging springs having 
inturned portions at their inner ends arranged 
in said shell so that the said inturned por 
tions thereof project under said cushion disk, 
said block being cut away on its sides to re 
ceive said springs and permit the upper ends 
thereof to swing; and a screw arranged 
through said block and the inner end of said 
shell to engage said support, whereby the 

O 

15 

20 

25 

30 

parts are secured together, for the purpose 
specified. 

2. A button-holder, comprising a support; 
a cup-like metal shell; a block arranged in 
said shell, said block having a socket in its 
outer end adapted to receive a button; a cush 
ion disk arranged at the inner end of said 
block; button engaging springs having in 
turned portions at their inner ends arranged 
in said shell so that the said inturned por 
tions thereof project under said cushion disk; 
and a screw arranged through said block and 
the inner end of said shell to engage said sup 
port, whereby the parts are secured together, 
for the purpose specified. 

3. Abutton-holder, comprising a support; 
a cup-like shell; a pair of button engaging 
springs arranged in said shell, said springs 
having inturned inner ends; a block fitted in 
said shell, said block having a socket in its 
outer end adapted to receive a button, and 
being cut away on its sides to receive said 
springs and permit the upper ends thereof to 
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swing, the lower portion of said springs being 
clamped between the walls of the shell and 
the said block; and a screw arranged longi 
tudinally through said block and through the 
inner end of said shell to engage said sup 
port, whereby said block is clamped upon E. 
inturned end of said springs for securing them 
in position in said shell, and whereby the 
parts are secured together, for the purpose 
specified. 

4. A button holder comprising a support; 
a cup-like shell; a pair of button-engaging 
springs arranged in said shell, said springs 
having inturned inner ends; a block fitted 
into said shell to clamp the lower portion of 
said springs between it and the walls of the 
shell, said block having a socket in its outer 
end adapted to receive a button; and a screw 
arranged longitudinally through said block 
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and through the inner end of said shell to en 
gage said support whereby said block is 
clamped upon the inturned ends of said 
springs and said springs secured in position 
thereby, the parts all being secured together 
by said screw. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand and seal in the presence of two Wit 
6SSeS. 

LEO J. FLECKENSTIEN. 
Witnesses: 

NEWELL L. POND, 
W. T. BARKER. 

L. S. 
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