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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JAMES MURRAY, a citi 

zen of the United States, residing at Hillsbor 
ough, in the county of Highland and State 
of Ohio, have invented a new and useful Roll 
er-Tablet, of which the following is a specifi 
cation. 
This invention relates to roller-tablets in 

which a strip or roll of paper may be arranged 
in such a manner as to be conveniently un 
wound from the roll and wound upon another 
suitably-arranged drum or roller in such a 
manner as to expose successively various parts 
of the said strip upon a desk or tablet, which 
forms a convenient writing-surface. 
The invention consists in the improved con 

struction, arrangement, and combination of 
parts, which will be hereinafter fully de 
scribed, and particularly pointed out in the 
claims. . 
In the drawings hereto annexed, Figure 1 

is a perspective view showing one form of my 
improved roller-tablet, Fig. 2 is a vertical 
sectional view of the same. Fig. 3 is a sec 
tional view taken on the line 3 3 in Fig. 2 
Fig. 4 is a perspective detail view showing the 
means for holding the roller-shafts in opera 
tive position. Figs. 5, 6,7, and 8 are perspec 
tive detail views illustrating various forms of 
rollers which may be used in connection with 
my invention. 

Like numerals of reference indicate like 
parts in all the figures. 
A suitable frame or casing, which is desig 

nated by 1, and which consists, mainly, of the 
suitably-connected side pieces 22, is provided 
with bearings for the shafts 3 and 4 of a pair 
of rollers 5 and 6. One of the sides 2 is pro 
vided with curved slots 7 to admit the outer 
ends of the roller-shafts. The inner sides of 
the opposite side pieces 2 are provided with 

are mounted the slides or stops 9, which may 
be retained in position by means of screws 10 
or other suitable bearings, so as to retain in 
position the inner ends of the roller-shafts. 
The outer ends of said shafts are retained in 
the slots 8 by means of the curved or hooked 
ends of a spring 11, Which is mounted upon a 
stud 12 on the outer side of the casing. It 
will be seen that by disengaging the ends of 
the roller-shafts from the spring 11 and re 

pp 

moving the slides 9 the roller-shafts may be 
readily removed from the casing when desired. 

Suitably pivoted between the side pieces 2 
2 of the frame is a plate 13, forming a desk 
or supporting-tablet. This tablet is provided 
near its free end and at a short distance above 
its pivotal point with transverse slots 14. The 
upper end of the tablet 13 is extended up 
wardly between the side pieces and is adapted 
to bear against the under side of a plate 15, 
which is pivoted between the side pieces 22 
near the front edges of the latter. The plate 
15 serves to support an ink-well, which may 
be of the ordinary well-known tilting kind, so 
as to admit of the swinging movement of the 
pivoted plate, the arrangement being prefer 
ably such as to cause the ink-well to swing 
open when the supporting-plate 15 assumes 
an approximately horizontal position. 

16 designates a blotting-roller, the shaft of 
which is journaled in a pair of pivoted arms 
17, so as to cause the said roller, which is pref 
erably constructed of lead, iron,or other heavy 
material, to rest with some degree of press 
ure upon the desk-plate 13. When the blot 
ting-roller, which is in practice to be covered 
with several thicknesses of blotting-paper, is 
constructed of wood or other light material, 
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springs may be arranged to press it against 
the plate 13. 
Upon the shaft 18 of the roller 16 are piv 

oted a pair of arms or brackets 19, carrying a 
plate or tablet 20. The under side or edge of 
said plate has a notch or recess 21 to admit . 
of the passage of the paper strip 22. The 
front side of the plate 20 is ruled, as shown at 
23, or subdivided into any desired number of 
compartments, each of which may be provided 
with a suitable heading. By this arrange 
ment separate headings of the paper strip 
may be dispensed with, and the headings on 
said plate will be at all times exposed to 
view. 
The side pieces 22 of the box or casing are 

to be connected above and in front of the 
blotting-roller by a cross-piece 24, upon which 
any desired inscription may be placed. 
The rollers 5 and 6 are to be constructed in 

such a manner that a roll of paper may be 
conveniently placed upon the one and wound 
upon the other in such a manner that when 
filled with signatures or when it has served 
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its purpose it may be conveniently slipped off 
the winding-roller. 
In Figs. 5, 6, 7, and 8 I have shown various 

forms of devices, all embodying the same gen 
eral principles and all equally applicable to 
the purposes of my invention. The several 
rollers, which are designated by 26, are pro 
vided with longitudinal grooves 27 to receive 
a narrow strip 28, of sheet metal or other suit 
able material, which may slightly project be 

The end of the 
paper strip may be attached to the winding 
roller by simply doubling the end thereof, in 
serting it into the groove 27, and securing it 
by means of the strip 28, which will wedge 
the paper strip in the said groove and hold it 
with ample security. The roll may be read 
ily removed when the metal strip has been 
withdrawn endwise from the groove in the 
roller. 
Fig. 5. In Fig. 6 a similar roller has been 
shown; but upon the end of the paper strip 
is secured a piece of pasteboard 29, which is 
wound once around the roller, the ends of 
said pasteboard abutting against Opposite 
sides of the projecting portion of the metal 
strip 28, thus connecting the end of the paper 
strip with the said roller firmly and in such 
a manner that the roll of paper may not re 
volve upon the roller. In Fig. 7 a similar 
roller is used in connection with a holder 30, 
which consists of a number of strips 31, of 
wood, pasteboard, or other suitable material, 
glued or cemented to a strip 31 of textile or 
other suitable material. This holder par 
tially surrounds the roller 26 and merely 
leaves space between one edge of said holder 
and the metal strip 28 for the insertion of 
a narrow strip 32 of pasteboard, which is at 
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tached to the end of the paper roll. In Fig. 8 
still another modification of my invention has 
been shown, which consists in mounting upon 
the roller 26 one or more sleeves 33, of paste 
board or other suitable material, to which the 
end of the paper Strip is attached and which 
will be held from rotation by the strip 28. 
Each of these forms will admit of the roll of 
paper being readily adjusted upon or removed 
from the roller in a very convenient manner 
and without danger of tearing or destroying 
any portion of the paper, and each of said 
rollers may, when desired, be provided with 
flanges 72, as shown in Fig. 3, to keep the pa 
per straight, and Said flanges may be adjust 
able by set-screws 73 to suit paper of differ 
ent widths. 
The form of my invention which has been 

above described is especially useful for en 
rolling signatures to petitions, pledges, and 
the like, the petition, pledge, or other suit 
able inscription being placed upon the cross 
bar 24, so as to be at all times in full view of 
the signers. The pivoted plate 20 carries, 
also in full view of the signers, the various - 
headings under which information is to be 
given, and it also serves to hold the strip of 
paper down against the desk or tablet. The 

ing Wound or unwound too rapidly. 

This construction has been shown in 

slots 14 in the latter are for the passage of 
the strip of paper, which is thus held smooth 
and taut, and the blotting-roller serves to blot 
the signatures or written matter before the 
latter is wound upon the winding-roller. The 
tension of the spring 11, the ends of which 
bear against the roller-shafts, will be suffi 
cient to prevent the strip of paper from be 

When 
the device is in use, the desk-plate is held in 
an inclined position by the pressure against 
its upper edge of the ink-well-supporting plate 
15. When the device is not in use, the plate 
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l3 may be adjusted to a vertical position, as . 
well as the plate 15, thus swinging the ink 
well shut. A locking-pin 37, adapted to be 
inserted through any one of a series of per 
forations 3S in the side of the frame, serves to 
hold the plate 15, and consequently also the 
plate 13, at any desired adjustment. The 
end of the shafts 3 and 4 are squared for the 
reception of a crank 39, by means of which 
they may be conveniently turned. 
The device may be suspended for use upon 

the Wall of a room; or it may, if preferred, be 
provided with suitable legs or supports. The 
rollers 5 and 6 are conveniently accessible 
through the rear or under side of the casing. 
The operation and advantages of my inven 

tion will be readily understood from the fore 
going description, taken in connection with 
the drawings hereto annexed. It will also 
be readily seen that other modifications than 
those herein described will readily suggest 
themselves to the skilled mechanic, and I 
therefore desire it to be understood that, while 
I have in the foregoing described the pre 
ferred construction of my invention, I do not 
limit myself to the precise details herein de 
scribed, but reserve the right to any other 
changes and modifications which may be re 
sorted to without departing from the spirit 
of my invention. 
The means herein described for attaching 

the roll-paper to the rollers may be employed 
not only in the herein-described device, but 
will be found exceedingly useful for wind 
ing roll-paper in paper-mills for transmis 
sion, roll-paper thus wound being very easily 
mounted upon the Supporting-rollers of the 
cutting devices which are now universally 
employed. 

Having thus described my invention, what 
I claim is- -- 

1. In a device of the class described, the 
combination of the box or casing, a desk plate 
or tablet having slots or notches arranged 
near its ends for the passage of a strip of roll 
paper, and the rollers for carrying paper de 
tachably mounted in the box or casing and 
arranged adjacent to the slots or notches, sub 
stantially as described. 

2. In a device of the class described, the 
combination of a box or casing, the rollers 
journaled detachably in the same, a desk plate 
or tablet having slots or notches for the pas 
sage of a strip of roll-paper, and a spring se 
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cured to the side of the casing and having 
free ends or arms bearing against the shafts 
of the rollers for the purpose of retarding the 
rotation of the said rollers, substantially as 
set forth. 

3. In a device of the class described, the 
combination of a box or casing, the rollers 
mounted detachably in the same, the desk 
plate having slots for the passage of a strip 
of roll-paper, the pivoted arms carrying a 
blotting-roller, and a plate supported by said 
arms and standing approximately at right 
angles to the desk-plate, substantially as set 
forth. 

4. In a device of the class described, the 
combination of a casing, the winding-rollers 
mounted detachably in the same, the desk 
plate or support having notches or slots for 
the passage of a strip of roll-paper, a blot 
ting-roller journaled in arms pivoted to the 
casing, and arms or brackets pivoted upon 
the shaft of the blotting-roller and carrying 
a plate having a notch or recess in its under 
edge, substantially as set forth. 

5. In a device of the class described, the 
combination of a box or casing, the rollers 
mounted in the same, a desk-plate adapted to 
Support a portion of a strip of roll-paper, and 
a plate mounted upon pivoted arms or brack 
ets and adapted to rest loosely upon the ex 
posed strip of paper and provided with va 
rious compartments subdivided in any suit 
able manner and adapted to contain various 
headings, as and for the purpose set forth. 

6. In a device of the class described, the 
combination of the box or casing, the roller 
mounted in the same, the pivoted desk-plate 
having slots for the passage of a strip of roll 
paper and having its upper end extended 
above its pivotal point, and an ink-well-sup 
porting plate pivoted between the front edges 
of the box or casing and adapted to engage 
the upper edge of the pivoted desk-plate and 
to sustain the latter in an inclined position, 

45 substantially as and for the purpose set forth. 
7. In a device of the class described, the 

combination of the box or casing, the rollers 

mounted in the same, the pivoted desk-plate, 
the pivoted ink-well-supporting plate, the 
blotting-roller journaled in a pair of pivoted 
arms, and arms or brackets pivoted upon the 
shaft of said blotting-roller and carrying a 
plate having a notch or recess in its lower 
edge, substantially as and for the purpose set 
forth. 

8. In a device of the class described, the 
combination of the box or casing, one side 
of which is provided with curved slots and 
the other side of which is provided with cor 
respondingly-curved grooves, the slides or 
stops mounted detachably in said grooves, the 
roller-carrying shafts, and a spring secured 
to the outer side of the casing and having 
curved or hooked ends bearing against the 
projecting ends of the roller-shafts, substan 
tially as and for the purpose set forth. 

9. The combination of a roller having a 
longitudinal groove, a sheet-metal strip adapt 
ed to be seated in said groove, and a paper 
roll having at its ends a strip of pasteboard 
or similar material adapted to engage one 
side of the projecting edge of said sheet-metal 
strip and thus be held from rotation upon the 
said roller, substantially as set forth. 

10. In a device of the class described, the 
combination of the box or casing, the rollers 
mounted detachably in the same and having 
longitudinal grooves, the sheet-metal strips 
adapted to be seated in said grooves, the desk 
plate or tablet having notches or slots for the 
passage of a strip of rolled paper, the blot 
ting-roller mounted in a pair of pivoted arms, 
and the arms or brackets mounted upon the 
shaft of said blotting-roller and carrying a 
plate having a notch or recess in its under 
side, substantially as and for the purpose 
herein set forth. 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 

my own I have hereto affixed my signature in 
presence of two witnesses. 

JAMES MURRAY. 
Witnesses. . 

A. D. WIGGINS, 
HENRY L. WIGGINS. 
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