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To all whom it may concern

Be it known that I, Jaywus H. Raxp, a
citizen of the Unite? Str. s, and resident of
North Tonawanda, . 1 the county of Niagara
and State of New York, have invented new
and useful Improvements in Filing Devices,
of which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to filing - devices
and consists in the novel features herein-
after described and particularly pointed out
in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings which
illustrate certain embodiments of the inven-
tion,—

Figurc 1 is a longitudinal, vertical section
of a filing device containing the invention ;

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of a series of
the compartment frames used therein

Fig. 3 is a perspective view of one of the
index guides;

Fig. 4 is a perspective view on a reduced

scale of the device as a whole;

Fig. 5 is a vertical cross section of an-
other form of the invention;

Fig. 6 is a perspéctive view of a series of
the compartment frames of the form shown
in Figy 5;

Fig. 7 1s a perspective view of one of the
folders or indexed elements;

Fig. 8 is a_perspective view of a group of

- said ‘indexed elements in a compartment
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frame of the kind shown in Figs. 5 and 6;

and

Fig. 9 is a sectional detail on line 9—-9 of
Fig. 6.

Referring first to the form of the inven-
tion shown in Figs. 1 to 4, o represents a
casing in the form of a drawer or tray such
as is commonly used for card indexes or
vertical filing systems. A number of com-
partment frames are arranged side by side
in the casing, formed of flexible, resilient
material such as sheet metal, and bent U-
shaped to form a bottom or base » and a
pair of upstanding side walls 8”, 5’. FEach
pair of juxtaposed side walls &/, 3’, con-
stitutes a flexible partition, of which the
edge adjoining the bases b, b is fixed in po-
sition, while the free portions of the walls
or partitions may be deflected.

Indexed elements of any desired character
ray be filed in the compartments formed by
these flexible partitions. For example, guide
cards of usual form ¢, bearing suitable index
tabs ¢’ if desired, may be inserted, and in-

dexed matter such as checks or other
vouchers, d, classified according to any de-
sired system, may be arranged in the com-
partments between the guide cards; or if
preferred the guide cards ¢ may be omitted,
and only the indexed elements d filed in the
compartments according tc any desired
classification. '
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Two distinet advantages are attained by the -

flexible partitions, namely, they will yield
to facilitate inspection of the fled papers
of any group without removing the papers
from the compartment; and if the bulk of
the filed papers belonging to the classifica-
tion of the material in anv compartment ex-
ceeds the normal capacity of the compart-
ment, the walls will yield to receive the ex-
cess. Each compartment is also removable
individually to permit the inspection or use
of any group of filed papers apart from the
case, without disturbing other matter in the
case.

In the modification shown in Figs. 5 to
8, the casing ¢’ is open at the side instead of
the top, while the several compartment
frames are similar-in construction to those
already described but shaped to conform to
the case a’.

The indexed elements, such as folders e,
are held in the compartments between the

flexible walls &7, 5’, and as the indexed ele- -

ments are inserted and removed through
the front of the casing instead of through
the top, it is sufficient if the partitions may
be deflected in the region of their front and
top portions. The rear edges, as well as the
botton: edges adjoining the bases b, way
therefore be held fixed at least in part by
reinforcing straps 52 of sheet metal extend-
ing between the rear edges of the side walls
of each compartment frame. This form of
the invention possesses substantially the
same advantageous features and the same
functivnal capacities as the form first de-
scribed.

I claim: ‘

1. A filing device comprising # casing and
a plurality of U-shaped compartment frames
arranged side by side in the casing, each
frame comprising a bottom and two up-
standing partitions of flexible, resilient
material, adapted normally to assume a sub-
stantially upright parallel relatica one to
the other, while the free portions of said
resilient. partitions are capable of being
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deflected, the edge of each flexible partition
adjoining the base being held in a rigid,
fizsed position along its entire length, where-
by the said partition is permitted to be de-
tlected and automatically veturned to its
upright position uniformly throughout its
entire length.

9. A filing device comprising a casing and
a plurality of compartment frames arranged
side by side in the casing, each frame being
formed of a single piece of flexible resilient
sheet material bent U-shaped to form a bot-
tom and a pair of upstanding side walls,
adapted normally to assume a substantially
upright parallel relation one to the other,
while the free portions of said resilient walls
are capable of being deflected, the edge of
each flexible upstanding wall adjoining the
base being held in a rigid, fixed position
along .its entire length, whereby the said
upstanding wall is permitted to be deflected
and automatically returned to its upright

1,362,860

position uniformly throughout its entire
length.

8. A filing device comprising a casing and
a plurality of compartment frames arranged
side by side in the casing, each trame being
formed of flexible resilient sheet material
bent U-shaped to form a bottom and a pair
of upstanding side walls, and a connecting
strap at one side of each pdir of walls, the
free portions of said walls being capable of
heing deflected, the edge of each flexible up-
standing wall at right angles to the said con-
necting strap being held adjoining the base
in a rigid, fixed position aleng its entire
length, whereby the said upstanding wall is
pernaitted to be deflected and automatically
returned to its upright position uniformly
thronghout its entire length.

Signed by me at Boston, Massachusetts,
this 22nd day of September, 1916.

JAMES H. RAND.
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