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edge of this plate is beveled downwardly and 
inwardly as at 29, so as to facilitate the 
latching of the door orgate when the same is 
thrown closed. ft is to be understood that a suitable pad 
lock (not shown) is positioned through the 
registering apertures 26 and 27, for posi 
tively holding the door or gate in closed 
position against movement when So desired. 
The outer projecting end of the horizontal 

arm 13 of the locking lever 12 has the upper 
edge thereof beveled downwardly and out 
wardly as at 30 so that when the latch is 
to be used on sliding doors, the locking lever 
is readilly swung On its pivot so as to move 
under the door frame carried plate 12 and 
the upper edge of the arm 13 is provided 
with a groove 31 which is adapted to receive 
the upper wall of the slot 21 and holds the 
door against sliding movement. 
From the foregoing description it can be 

seen that an improved latch is provided, 
which is of exceedingly simple and durable 
construction which is normally held in its 
latched position by means of the weighted 
end of the lever 11 which eliminates the 
necessity of providing springs and the like. 

In practice, I have found that the form 
of my invention, illustrated in the accom 

30 panying drawings and referred to in the 
above description, as the preferred embodi 
ment, is the most efficient and practical; 
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yet realizing the conditions concurrent with 
the adoption of my device will necessarily 
vary, I desire to emphasize the fact that 
various minor changes in details of construc 
tion, proportion and arrangement of parts 
may be resorted to, when required without 
Sacrificing any of the advantages of my in 
vention as set forth. 
What I claim as new is:- 
In a device of the class described, the com 

bination with a door and frame, of a latch 
therefor including a housing Secured to the 
door, a shaft extending through the housing 

35 

40 

45 
and door and rotatably carried thereby, a . 
handle formed on one end of the shaft, a 
locking lever carried by the shaft and hav 
ing a downwardly extending weighted 
manipulating handle, the opposite end of 
the lever at its upper surface thereof 
beveled downwardly and provided with a 
groove, and an outwardly extending plate 
carried by the door frame having the for 
ward edge thereof beveled downwardly and 
the lower edge thereof provided with an in 
wardly extending slot to receive the lever 
as and for the purpose specified. - 
In testimony whereof I affix my signa 

ture in presence of two witnesses. 
CHARLES E. SUMIMERS. 

Witnesses: - w 

J. A. Ross, 
J. W. SUMMERS. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
. * : Washington, D. C.” w 
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