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A television message system is 12
provided that allows users at user tele- \
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vision equipment devices that are con-
nected to a television distribution facil-
ity to transmit messages to each other
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relating to a television program or other
suitable subject. The television mes-
sage system permits users to partici-
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pate in evaluations, contests, promo-

EQUIPMENT

tions, and surveys related to a televi-
sion program while watching that tele-
vision program. The television mes-
sage system also permits users to com-
pose and send a message to a televi-
sion program entity. Users can send
messages through the television mes-
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sage system to users at personal com-
puters who are connected to the user’s
television distribution facility through
a communications network. The tele-
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vision message system also allows a
user to purchase a gift related to televi-
sion programming for a recipient. The
gift may be an electronic gift certifi-
cate for pay-per-view programming.
The television message system may be
based on an interactive television pro-
gram guide or a set—top box application
implemented on a set-top box.
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