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WEAKLY OXIDIZING AMMONIUM NITRATE COMPOSITE MATERIALS AND
METHODS FOR PREPARING SUCH COMPOSITIONS

Related Application
[0001] This application claims priority of US Provisional Application No. 61/080,898, filed
July 15, 2008, hereby incorporated by reference.

Technical Field
[0002] This disclosure relates to ammonium nitrate composites comprising ammonium

nitrate and an oxidation reduction agent and processes for producing such composites.

Background

[0003] It is well known that, because of the high concentration of nitrate ions, ammonium
nitrate (including double salts comprising ammonium nitrate) has important uses in the field
of agriculture in general and fertilization in particular. However, it is also well known that
ammonium nitrate, in many of the forms in which it has heretofore been commonly used, is
relatively difficult and potentially hazardous to handle commercially in large amounts, and/or
to store in great masses (such as occur in commercial warchouses and storage bins),
especially for relatively long periods of time. Furthermore, it has been known that many of
the forms of ammonium nitrate heretofore commonly used have had a tendency to detonate
under relatively mild conditions and have, therefore, sometimes been abused and misused as
an explosive material.

[0004] Several potential solutions to the problem of the explosiveness and/or the detonability
of compositions containing ammonium nitrate have been proposed. For example, the use of
ammonium nitrate in the form of a double salt with ammonium sulfate for the purpose of
reducing the hazardous properties of the ammonium nitrate has been suggested in US
6,689,181, the subject matter of which is incorporated herein by reference. However, the
processes used to formulate such double salt-based products are relatively complex. It could
therefore be helpful to provide ammonium nitrate composites that are comparatively safe to

handle and less complex methods of making such composites.
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Summary

[0005] We discovered that substantial and unexpected advantages can be achieved by
incorporating selected materials or agents into such compositions and similar compositions.
Moreover, we discovered that selected stabilizing agents which might otherwise likely not be
considered for use in connection with such compositions and, in particular, fertilizer
compositions, have a beneficial effect on the characteristics when incorporated into our
compositions.

[0006] We thus provide methods of forming stable ammonium nitrate composite material
including (a) blending ammonium nitrate having an average particle diameter greater than
about 1 mm and a substantially non-oxidizing compound in fine particle form; and (b)
reducing the average size of said ammonium nitrate in the presence of said non-oxidizing
compound to produce a substantially homogeneous blend of ammonium nitrate and the non-
oxidizing compound having an average particle diameter of about 1 to about 1000 um to
form a substantially non-explosive powder.

[0007] We also provide a non-explosive composition including a substantially homogeneous
blend of solid state ammonium nitrate having an average particle diameter of about 1 to about
1000 pm and non-oxidizing particulate matter having an average particle diameter of about 1
to about 1000 pum.

[0008] We further provide a method of forming stable ammonium nitrate composite material
including (a) reducing the average size of ammonium nitrate having an average particle
diameter greater than about 1 mm; and (b) blending said ammonium nitrate with a
substantially non-oxidizing compound having an average particle diameter of about 1,000 um
or less to produce a substantially homogeneous blend of ammonium nitrate and said non-
oxidizing compound having an average particle diameter of about 1 to about 1,000 um to

form a substantially non-explosive powder.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0009] Fig. 1 is a thermogram of DTG and DTA as a function of temperature for a typical
ammonium nitrate.

[0010] Fig. 2 is a thermogram of DTG and DTA as a function of temperature for ammonium

nitrate sulfate double salt.
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[0011] Fig. 3 is a thermogram of DTG and DTA as a function of temperature for one of our
ammonium nitrate composites.

[0012] Fig. 4 is a thermogram of DTG and DTA as a function of temperature for another one
of our ammonium nitrate composites.

[0013] Fig. 5 is a thermogram of DTG and DTA as a function of temperature for yet another
one of our ammonium nitrate composites.

[0014] Fig. 6 is a thermogram of DTG and DTA as a function of temperature for still another
one of our ammonium nitrate composites.

[0015] Fig. 7 is a thermogram of DTG and DTA as a function of temperature for still another
one of our ammonium nitrate composites.

[0016] Fig. 8 is a thermogram of DTG and DTA as a function of temperature for still another

one of our ammonium nitrate composites.

Detailed Description

[0017] It will be appreciated that the following description is intended to refer to specific
examples of tests selected for illustration in the drawings and is not intended to define or limit
the disclosure, other than in the appended claims.

[0018] We provide methods for forming ammonium nitrate compositions comprising
ammonium nitrate and at least a second compound, wherein the second compound preferably
has the effect of substantially reducing the oxidative tendencies of ammonium nitrate.

[0019] The second compound may be a non-oxidizing salt which is preferably incorporated
into the composite by intimately mixing fine particles of ammonium nitrate with fine
particles of the at least one second compound. As used herein, the term “fine particle” refers
to particles and collections of particles having an average particle size of about 1000 um or
less.

[0020] We found that beneficial effects exhibited for ammonium nitrate:ammonium sulfate
1:2 double salt can be achieved by incorporating a non-oxidizing salt into ammonium nitrate,
without having to crystallize a double salt, by forming intimate mixtures of fine particles of
the two components. Such a fine mixing of fine particles acts as an effective non-oxidizing
diluent for the ammonium nitrate particles and approach the properties exhibited by the 1:2
double salt. However, the 1:2 double salt may be crystallized whenever desired. It is also

possible for the 1:3 double salt to be produced, although this is less desired.
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[0021] Since our methods are adaptable for use with any non-oxidizing and/or weakly
oxidizing salts, it is possible to create composite materials having precisely tailored nutrient
compositions for use as fertilizer in particular.

[0022] We also provide for the subsequent processing of the fine particle composites such as
by compacting and/or granulating to produce a product having particle sizes and other
properties selected by the user/customer without losing the low-oxidation advantage of the
basic composite material. The fine particles are preferably fine powders.

[0023] The methods may comprise forming fine particles of ammonium nitrate, forming fine
particles of a second compound, mixing the fine particles to a desired substantially
homogeneous composition, and then granulating the homogeneous composition to produce a
material comprising granules of the desired size.

[0024] The second compound may be selected from at least from the group consisting of:
non-oxidative or low-oxidative ammonium salts such as ammonium sulfate, ammonium
phosphate, ammonium molybdenate, ammonium hexaflourosilicate and the like; non-
oxidative or low-oxidative calcium salts such as calcium nitrate, calcium carbonate and the
like; non-oxidative or low-oxidative potassium salts such as potassium nitrate, potassium
phosphate and the like; and other salts such as magnesium nitrate, neodymium hydroxynitrate
and the like.

[0025] As used herein, the term “ammonium nitrate composition” refers broadly to
compositions which comprise ammonium nitrate in any form.

[0026] The composites may have a wide range of relative ammonium nitrate:second
compound concentrations. However, the mole ratio of ammonium nitrate to the second
compound is preferably from about 0.8:1 to about 1:1.2, with a molar ratio of about 1:1 being
more preferred.

[0027] The ammonium nitrate used to form the composites is preferably fertilizer grade
material of at least about 90 wt. % purity, more preferably, at least about 95 wt. % purity, and
even more preferably at least about 97 wt. % purity. Because of the hazards of mixing
organic materials with ammonium nitrate, it is highly desirable that neither the ammonium
sulfate nor the second compound contains more than about 0.2 wt. % organic impurities.
[0028] One method for forming the composites comprises blending, with low energy input,
ammonium nitrate particles of a size readily commercially available, preferably having an

average particle diameter of greater than about 1 mm, with fine particles of the low-oxidizing
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or non-oxidizing second compound, and then granulating the blend to produce a
homogeneous blend of fine particles of both ammonium nitrate and the second compound.
[0029] This process is preferred due to concern that handling and storage of fine particle size
ammonium nitrate, in the absence of the anti-oxidizing compounds, can create conditions in
which detonation, deflagration or explosion are relatively more likely. By use of the
preferred methods described herein, the ammonium nitrate is diluted with the second
compound in fine particle size as the fine particles of ammonium nitrate are formed. The
blend of fine particles can then be handled, stored and further processed much more safely.
[0030] Many known and available methods for granulating particles can be used. The
granulation process may comprise providing the blend of fine particles comprising
ammonium nitrate and the second compound and introducing the blend of particles to a
granulator containing a non-thermoreactive acids or mixture of acids such as sulfuric acid
and/or nitric acid, in an ammoniating environment, wherein ammonium sulfate at least
partially covers or coats particles or groups of particles forming the blend of fine particles.
This causes agglomeration or growth of particles that further include ammonium sulfate
coatings that can further improve the safety of the composite material. Those skilled in the
art, in view of these teachings, can adapt this granulation technique and other known
granulation techniques to produce materials having the properties, including the particle size,
desired for a particular fertilizer application.

[0031] Alternatively, our method can include (a) reducing the average size of ammonium
nitrate having an average particle diameter greater than about 1 mm; and (b) blending said
ammonium nitrate with a substantially non-oxidizing compound having an average particle
diameter of about 1,000 pm or less to produce a substantially homogeneous blend of
ammonium nitrate and said non-oxidizing compound having an average particle diameter of
about 1 to about 1,000 pm to form a substantially non-explosive powder.

[0032] Given the formation of a relatively stable ammonium nitrate composite particles, our
methods also include the step of compacting the particles.

Examples

Comparative Example 1

[0033] Fused ammonium nitrate (AN) was tested using Seiko Instruments SSC-5200 that
collects Differential Thermal Analysis (DTA) data simultaneously with the

Thermogravimetric Analysis (TGA) data. The resulting thermogram in Fig. 1 is very similar
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to a Differential Scanning Calorimetry (DSC) scan and can be used to identify thermal events
and the temperature of those events. Fig. 1 illustrates typical results from testing of AN,
showing its relative instability and oxidation potential.

Comparative Example 2

[0034] Fused ammonium nitrate sulfate (ANS) 1:2 double salt was tested using the same
analytical equipment described in connection with Comparative Example 1. The resulting
thermogram in Fig. 2 illustrates typical results from testing of 1:2 ANS double salt, showing
its relative stability.

Example 1

[0035] A series of four (4) of our substantially identical ammonium nitrate composite
samples (Spec #’s 1 — 4), which in this instance were substantially free of double salts, were
tested using the same analytical equipment described in connection with Comparative
Example 1. The thermogramic results are shown in Table 1 and Figs. 3 — 6 and illustrate that
these properties are similar to results from the 1:2 ANS double salt from Comparative

Example 2.
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Example 2
[0036] A series of two (2) of our ammonium composite samples (Run #’s 1 — 2) were formed
into pellets and then tested using the same analytical equipment. The thermogramic results

are shown in Table 2 and Figs. 7 — 8.
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CLAIMS
What is claimed is:
1. A method of forming stable ammonium nitrate composite material
comprising:
(a) blending ammonium nitrate having an average particle diameter greater than

about 1 mm and a substantially non-oxidizing compound having an average particle
diameter of about 1,000 um or less; and

(b) reducing the average size of said ammonium nitrate in the presence of said
non-oxidizing compound to produce a substantially homogeneous blend of
ammonium nitrate and said non-oxidizing compound having an average particle

diameter of about 1 to about 1,000 um to form a substantially non-explosive powder.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein said non-oxidizing compound is at least one
selected from the group consisting of ammonium sulfate, ammonium phosphate, ammonium
molybdenate, ammonium hexaflourosilicate, calcium nitrate, calcium carbonate, magnesium

nitrate, potassium nitrate, and potassium phosphate.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the mole ratio of ammonium nitrate to the

non-oxidizing compound is from about 0.8:1 to about 1:1.2.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the non-oxidizing compound is less than or

equal to about 0.2 wt. % organic impurities.

5. The method of claim 1, further comprising contacting the substantially non-
explosive powder with a non-thermoreactive acid or a mixture of acid under ammoniating
conditions such that ammonium sulfate at least partially covers or coats particles or groups of
particles and causes agglomeration or growth of particles to further stabilize the substantially

non-explosive powder.

10
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6. A non-explosive composition comprising a substantially homogeneous blend
of solid state ammonium nitrate having an average particle diameter of about 1 to about 1,000
pum and non-oxidizing particulate matter having an average particle diameter of about 1 to

about 1,000 pum.

7. The composition of claim 6, wherein said non-oxidizing compound is at least
one selected from the group consisting of ammonium sulfate, ammonium phosphate,
ammonium molybdenate, ammonium hexaflouralsilicate, calcium nitrate, calcium carbonate,

magnesium nitrate, potassium nitrate, and potassium phosphate.

8. The composition of claim 6, wherein the mole ratio of ammonium nitrate to

the non-oxidizing compound is from about 0.8:1 to about 1:1.2.

9. A method of forming stable ammonium nitrate composite material
comprising:
(a) reducing the average size of ammonium nitrate having an average particle

diameter greater than about 1 mm; and

(b) blending said ammonium nitrate with a substantially non-oxidizing compound
having an average particle diameter of about 1,000 um or less to produce a
substantially homogeneous blend of ammonium nitrate and said non-oxidizing
compound having an average particle diameter of about 1 to about 1,000 um to form a

substantially non-explosive powder.

10.  The method of claim 9, wherein said non-oxidizing compound is at least one
selected from the group consisting of ammonium sulfate, ammonium phosphate, ammonium
molybdenate, ammonium hexaflourosilicate, calcium nitrate, calcium carbonate, magnesium

nitrate, potassium nitrate, and potassium phosphate.

11
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