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United States

Datent Office,

WILLIAM W. DAMES, OF SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA.

Letters Patent No. 101,985, dated April 19, 1870

CAMERA-STAND.
——

The Schedule referred to in these Letters Patent and making part of the same,

—

To all whom it may concern :

Beit known that I, WirLzam W, Dauus, of San
José, county of Santa Clara, State of California, have
invented an Improved Camera-Stand; and I do here-
by declare the following descriptior and accompany-
ing drawings are sufficient to enable any person skilled
in"the art or science to which it most nearly apper-
tains to make and use my said invention and improve-
ments without further invention or experiment.

My invention relates to an improved stand for sup-
porting photographic cameras, and .

It consists in an arrangement of inclined planes, by
which the height of the stand is adjusted, in order to
accommodate it to the position of the object to be op-
erated upon.

. In order to explain my invention so that others will
understand its construction and operation, reference is
had to the accompanying drawings forming a part of
this specification, in which—

A represents a frame of some snitable and conven-
ient eonstruction. _ »

- This frame is devoid of a top, and one end is made
lower than the other, so that the upper side rails B
will stand at a slight inclination. .

Inside of this frame is a table, arranged to be raised
and lowered by its four corner posts, D, sliding npon
the inside of the corner posts of the outside frame.

This table is also coustructed so that its top’ will
be inclined amd parallel with the top-rails of the
Trame A. -

The raising and lowering of this table is accom-
plished by means of four inclined planes, H H, two
being placed on each side of a frame, I, which moveg
back and forward between the corner posts D of thp
table, and is supported on the rollers J J, which havk
their bearings in the posts A A. _ y

Two similar rollers, K K, are attached to the posts
D, so that when the frame I, moves back and forward,
the inclined planes will move beneath the rollers K,
and thus raise the table.

Drawing the frame back will lower the table in the
same way. - . ‘ '

To hold the frame Iin any desired position, and
maintain any-elevation of the table C, a rack, I, is
placed between the posts of the frame A, below the
sliding frame I,

A pawl, M, drops into this rack, being fastened to-
the lower part of I, and when it is necessary to draw
the frame back and lower the table, the pawl can be
raised by a string.

Upon each of the upper side rails or top O of the
table is: placed a- small ‘guide, @, the two forming a
track, upon which a frame, F, moves back and forth.

At each of the four corners of this frame is secured
an inclined plane or wedge, G, similar to the inelined
planes H, before described. )

The table N, which supports the camera, has a bar,
0, extending across it in the center,

The lower side of this bar'is slightly rounded, and

fits into a corresponding groove in a bar, P, which ex-

tends across the upper part of the table C. -

The two are kept together by straps at each end,
and the table N has thus a certain amotint of motion
about this point,

At each end of the table are placed blocks R, which
stand so that one just rests on each of the inclined
planes G, and, as the frame F and the planes are
moved in either direction beneath these blocks, one
end of the table N will be raised and the other de-.
pressed, so that the desired angle can be instantly ob-
tained. :

If found necessary, a rack or other suitable stop
may be employed, but I think the upper table will
stand at any point without such a device,

The construgtion of some of the parts of the ma-
chine may be slightly varied, but the principal feature
is the use of the inclined planes for raising, lowering,
and otherwise adjusting the camera, this being very
rapidly done, and the apparatus is cheap and easily
constructed. ’ ’

Having thus described my invention, ]

- What I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
fers Patent, is— '

The horizontally-moving inclines H, in combination
with the pawl M and rack L, arranged to operate sub-
stantially as and for the purpose specified.”

In witness whereof I have liereunto set my hand

WILLIAM W. DAMES. [L.s.]

‘and seal.

Witnesses: - }
CHARLES'E. ALLEN,
SAMUEL F. LEIB.




