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Our invention relates to improvements in de 
coy ducks, the primary object in view being to 
provide an inexpensive, efficient decoy in the 
form of a duck equipped with an anchor line 
and with counterbalance (means for stabilizing 
the same in the water against rolling and pitch 
ing, and which is particularly designed for stor 
ing away within the body of the decoy all of the 
other parts to thereby form a compact, readily 
portable article with the stored parts readily 
available for use. 
Other and subordinate objects also compre 

hended by our invention, together with the pre 
cise nature of our improvements and the mani 
fold advantages thereof, will become readily 
apparent when the succeeding description and 
claims are read with reference to the drawings 
accompanying and forming a part of this speci 
fication. 

In said drawings: 
Figure 1 is a view in side elevation of our im 

proved decoy duck in a preferred embodiment 
thereof, 

Figure 2 is a view in bottom plan, with the 
stabilizer member and keeper swung into the 
cavity in the body, 

Figure 3 is a detail view in side elevation of 
the combined head and neck part with a part 
E. anchor cable and the expander on said 
CaOIe, 

Figure 4 is a detail view in side elevation of 
the anchor, 

Figure 5 is a similar view of the expander, 
Figure 6 is a view in longitudinal section 

of the decoy duck showing the manner in which 
the parts are stored, 

Figure 7 is a view in bottom plan of the decoy 
duck With the parts stored, and 

Figure 8 is a detail view of a modification of 
one of the parts of the invention. 

Referring to the drawings by numerals, our 
improved decoy duck, as shown, comprises a 
body , of the usual shape, and a separate com 
bined head and neck part 2. The body f is pro 
vided, in the bottom thereof, with a storage 
Cavity 3, preferably oval in shape, with rear 
Wardly tapering side walls 4, and which is 
centered in the median plane of the body in 
the rear of the combined head and neck part 2. 
The rear end of the storage cavity 3 is stepped 
to form a shallow recess 5 providing a stop for a 
purpose presently seen. At the front end of the 
storage cavity 3, a seat 6 is formed in the bottom 
of the body , around a vertical through bore T 
in said body. At the upper end of the bore 
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a flat, concentric seat 8 is formed on the body 
around said bore 7 for the head and neck part 2. 
The head and neck part 8 embodies a neck 

portion 9 flat bottomed to engage the Seat 8. 
An anchor cable 0, preferably rope, has one end 
suitably socketed in and fastened to said neck 
portion 9. The anchor cable () is extended 
through the bore 7 and seat 6 and has fastened 
to the other end thereof a weight-type anchor 
it. The anchor f l embodies a short shank 2 
adapted to slidably fit in the bore 7, a flat faced 
circular head 3 adapted to fit into seat 6, and an 
end eye 4 through which the anchor cable 
is looped, as at 5. The anchor cable () is 
adapted to slide freely through the bore 7. 
An expander 6 is provided on the anchor 

cable - 9 for insertion into the bore 7 to main 
tain the neck portion 9 seated on the seat 8 by 
frictionally retaining in the bore the end of 
the anchor cable 0 to which the head and neck 
part 2 is attached. The expander 6 comprises 
a sleeve 7 crimped around the anchor cable 
with resilient wire fingers 8 extending there 
from along said anchor cable and frictionally 
fitting in said bore 7. 
As will be seen, by pulling the expander is 

into the bore from the top of the body , the 
head and neck part 2 may be seated on the seat 
8. By pulling on the head and neck part 2, the 
expander 6 may be pulled upwardly out of said 
bore 7 and the anchor cable fo pulled through 
said bore 7 until the shank 2 of the anchor i 
is slid into said bore with the head 3 en 
gaged in the seat 6. The anchor cable 9 may 
then be passed rearwardly over one side of the 
body and coiled and stored in the cavity 3, to 
gether with the neck and head part 2 and the 
expander f , all as shown in Figures 6 and 7. 
A V-shaped stabilizer 9 is swingably mounted 

in the sides 4 of the cavity 3 by means of right 
angled trunnion ends 20 journaled in lateral 
bores 2 in said sides adjacent to the front end 
of the cavity 3. The stabilizer 9 has the apex 
portion thereof counterweighted, as at 22, and 
is adapted to be swung into the cavity 3 with 
its counterweighted end 22 disposed in the re 
cess 5 against the stop formed by said recess. 
A U-shaped spring keeper 23 is suitably con 

nected by lateral coil spring ends 24 with straight 
terminals 25 thereon to the sides of the stabilizer 
9 and to normally assume coplanar relation 

With respect to said stabilizer, and extend for 
Wardly of the stabilizer when the latter is swung 
into the cavity 3. 
In using the described decoy, the anchor cable 
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9 is pulled downwardly through the bore 7 
until the expander 6 is pulled into said bore 
and the neck portion 9 of the head and neck 
part 2 is seated on the seat 8, all as previously 
described. The anchor cable O, with the anchor 

l, may then be used to anchor the body in 
the Water. When the body f is placed in the 
water, the stabilizer 9 Swings, by gravity, into 
depending position, as shown in Figure 1, and 
stabilizes said body against rolling laterally 
and upsetting. When the anchor cable 0, and 
the combined head and neck part 2, together 
with the expander 6, are stored in the storage 
cavity 3, the stabilizer may be swung into said 
storage cavity, in the manner already described, 
and as shown in broken lines in Figure 1, With 
the keeper 23 yieldingly bearing against the 
coiled anchor cable O and the head and neck 
part 2, as shown in full lines in Figures 7 and 8. 
Thus the stored parts are held in the storage 
cavity 3 and said parts prevent the stabilizer 
f9 and the keeper 23 from swinging out of said 
storage cavity. If desired, the bight end of the 
keeper 23 may be curved, as at 26, to frictionally 
interlock with the bottom of the storage cavity 
3, as shown by broken lines in Figure 1, when 
said stabilizer SWings down Wardly. Thus said 
stabilizer 9 yieldingly locks against SWinging out 
of the perpendicular when the body is in the 
Water. This provides for stabilizing the body 

against undue pitching. 
It is preferable that the body f, together with 

the combined head and neck part 2, be formed 
of a suitable buoyant, light weight, inexpensive 
plastic. 
A suitable bushing 2 may be provided for the 

bore 7 to take up wear therein, and similar bush 
ings, not shown, for the Same purpose for the 
bores 2. 
The foregoing will, it is believed, suffice to 

impart a clear understanding of our invention 
without further explanation. 

Manifestly, the invention, as described, is sus 
ceptible of modification without departing from 
the inventive concept, and right is herein 
reserved to such modifications as fall within the 
Scope of the appended claims. 
What We claim is: 
1. In a decoy duck, a body having a bottom 

storage cavity therein and an upper end seat 
thereon, a combined head and neck part adapted 
to engage Said seat, a cable attached at 6he end 
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to said part and slidably extended through said 
body for pulling therethrough in one direction 
to engage said part With said seat and for pull 
ing in the opposite direction to provide for re 
moval of said part from the seat and storing 
of said part, together With a section of the cable, 
in said storage cavity, and means to retain said 
cable section and part in said cavity and Swing 
able into the cavity to confine said cable section 
and said part between said means and the bot 
tom of said cavity, Said means comprising a sta 
bilizer for the body SWingable Out of said cavity 
into stabilizing position to permit said cable sec 
tion and Said part to be stored in Said cavity, and 
a resilient keeper on said stabilizer for bearing 
against said part when stored in said cavity to 
yieldingly prevent the stabilizer from being swung 
out of said cavity. 

2. In a decoy duck, a body having a vertical 
through front end bore therein, a combined sep 
arate head and neck part adapted to seat on 
said body in upright position, an anchor cable 
attached at one end to said part and slidably 
extended through said bore for pulling there 
through to seat said part on said body, and an 
expander on said cable for pulling into said 
bore when said part is seated, and frictionally 
fitting in the bore to maintain said part seated. 

3. In a decoy duck, a body having a vertical 
through front end bore therein, a combined 
separate head and neck part adapted to seat 
on said body in upright position, an anchor cable 
attached at One end to said part and slidably 
extended through Said bore for pulling there 
through to seat said part on said body, and an 
expander on said cable for pulling into said 
bore when said part is seated, and frictionally 
fitting in the bore to maintain said part seated, 
said Cable having an anchor on the other end 
thereof. 

JOHN H. MILLS. 
ROBERT I, TANNER, Jr. 
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