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(57) Abstract: The present invention provides a method for text to speech conversion (S300) including partitioning (S303) text into
segmented phonetic units and then identifying (S304) a suitable acoustic unit for each of the phonetic units. Each acoustic unit AU

being representative of acoustic segments forming a phonetic cluster determined by their acoustic similarity. The method (S300) then
performs determining (S305) variances between prosodic parameters of an acoustic unit AU and each of the phonetic units. A step of
generating (S306) acoustic parameters from the prosodic parameters of the acoustic unit and associated variances is then performed
g and thereafter a step of providing (S307) an output speech signal based on the acoustic parameters is effected. The invention may
provide improved synthesized speech quality, system performance and reduced memory overheads suitable for portable devices.
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