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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
HARRY M. LEESE, OF WASHINGTON, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

DESK. 

Specification of Letters Patent. Patented Sept. 20, 1910. 
Application filed November 22, 1909. Serial No. 529,287. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, HARRY M. LEESE, a 

citizen of the United States, and a resident 
of Washington, in the District of Columbia, 
have invented certain new and useful Im 
provements in Desks, of which the following 
is a specification. 
This invention is an improvement in the 

locking means for desks and relates particu 
larly to that class of such devices illustrated 
in my former Patent No. 896,028 of August 
11, 1908; and the invention consists in cer 
tain novel constructions and combinations of 
parts as will be hereinafter described and 
claimed. 

In the drawings Figure 1 is a sectional 
front elevation of a portion of a desk pro 
vided with my invention. Fig. 2 is a detail 
enlarged sectional elevation showing the 
locking devices at one side of the desk with 
the locking slide rod depressed and the cover 
in locked position. Fig. 3 is a similar view 
showing the slide rod elevated and the cover 
unlocked. Fig. 4 is a detail section through 
the operating device and its locking means 
showing the key in side elevation. Fig. 5 
is a detail section on about line 5-5 of Fig. 
4. Fig.6 shows the invention embodied in 
a flattop desk. Fig. 7 is a detail perspec 
tive view showing parts of the operating de 
vice detached. Fig. 8 is a detail perspective 
view showing a portion of the slide rod and 
one of the guide plates. Fig. 9 is a detail 
plan view showing the upper end of the slide 
rod and the plate receiving the same, and 
Fig. 10 is a detail perspective view show 
ing an operating device having one arm only 

40 ordinary construction, and in Fig. 1I illus 

45 
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instead of two arms, as shown in Fig. 7. 
The desk may be in general respects of 

trate the invention applied to a roll-top desk 
having a slatted cover A and drawers B in 
vertical tiers on opposite sides of the center 
of the desk. 
The slatted cover is provided mid-way its 

ends with an operating device which may be 
double armed for desks having tiers of 
drawers at both sides, as shown in Figs. 1 
and 6, or when the desk has a tier of drawers 
at one side only a single armed operating de 
vice as shown in Fig. 10, may be employed. 
The operating device, as shown, comprises 
a barrel C having the arms C to which are 
connected rods C° which extend thence in 
opposite directions and connect with levers 
C° which are pivoted at their upper ends and 

connect with the rods C° between their ends, 
with the lower ends of the levers C operat ing upon bearings D provided at the upper 
ends of the slide rods ID so that the adjust 
ment of the operating device to the position 
shown in Figs. 1 and 6 will depress the slide 
rods into position to lock the drawers as 
more fully described hereinafter, and the 
said rods D will be lifted by their springs 
D', which bear below them, when the levers 
C are drawn to the dotted line position 
shown in Fig. 3, thus releasing the drawers. 
The levers C are provided with spurs or 

projections C which move when the parts 
are in the position shown in Figs. 1 and 2 
into engagement with spring actuated bolts 
E, see Fig. 2, in such manner as to lock the 
cover A, in the construction shown in Fig. 1, 
in closed position so long as the operating 
device is in the position shown in said Fig. 
1. This construction is best illustrated in 
Figs. 2 and 3, wherein it will be noticed that 
When the cover A is lowered to the position 
shown in Fig. 2, the bolt E will, engaging 
with the lever C", hold the cover A in closed 
position until the lever C is swung toward 
the dotted line position shown in Fig. 3 to 
release the slide rod. 
The bolts E do not protrude beyond the 

position shown in Figs. 1 and 2 so that the 
slide rod, as it is forced upwardly by the 
spring D, may by engagement with the 
bevel surface E' at the lower side of said 
bolt, push the bolt back to permit the adjust 
ment of the slide rod to the elevated position 
shown in Fig. 3. 
The barrel C of the operating device has a 

slot C to receive the key F and at its rear 
end the said barrel has an angular socket Cl 
to receive an angular bolt G when the latter 
is projected by its spring G' as shown in 
Figs. 4 and 7 of the drawings, the bolt G 
being fitted in the casing Gsecured to the 
cover A in the construction shown in Fig.1. 
In the operation of this construction, it will 
be noticed that when the bolt G is projected, 
as shown in Fig. 4, into the angular opening 
C of the operating device, it will lock the 
said device from turning whether the same 
be in the position shown in Fig. 1, wherein 
the slide rods are locked, or whether it be in 
unlocked position. 
The key F is arranged at its inner end F. 

to engage with the outer end of the bolt so 
that in inserting the key it will first push 
back the bolt {, releasing the operating 
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device, so the latter can be further turned the desk, an operating device in the form of by the action of the key. 
The slide rod D is provided at its upper 

end with the bearing D in the form of a 
lateral arm and is provided below the bear 
ing D with a lateral arm D projecting in 
the opposite direction from the bearing D' 
and guiding stud D which locks the middle 
drawer H. On the oposite side of the rod 
D from the arm D8, I provide for each of 
the drawers of the corresponding tier, a 
lateral arm D which carries the locking 
studs D° of the respective drawers. The 
studs D and D9 have a movement independ 
ently of their slide rods so that when the 
slide rod is adjusted to lock one or more of 
the drawers, the locking devices correspond 
ing to other drawers may be out of locked 
position and I preferably provide springs, 
as shown at D and D, for actuating the 
studs and pressing them normally to locked 
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position so that the drawers cannot be un 
locked by turning the desk upside down. 
The construction shown in Fig. 6 is simi 

lar to that shown in Fig. 1, so far as locking 
the side tiers of drawers is concerned, but 
the said Fig. 6 illustrates a flat top desk and 
the operating devices are supported by the 
desk frame, as shown in Fig. 6, instead of 
by the cover, as shown in Fig. 1. Mani 
festly the operating devices may be substan 
tially the same as illustrated in Fig. 1. 
The guide plates I, see Fig. 1, are secured 

to the desk frame and are provided with 
depending spaced apart lugs I between 
which the armsi) of the slide rod operate, 
as will be understood, from Figs 1 and 8 of the drawing. 
The special construction of the key oper 

lated means for locking the rocker, forms the 
subject-matter of a separate application for 
Patent No. 559,581, filed by me May 5, 1910. 
I claim: 
1. The improvement in desks herein de 

scribed, comprising a desk frame, a vertical 
series of drawers therein, a vertical locking 
rod provided at its upper end with a lateral 
arm forming a bearing, a series of studs car 
ried by said rod and movable with the same 
and also having a limited movement inde 
pendent of the said rod, springs actuating 
said studs to operative position, a cover for 

a rocker carried by the cover, means for 
locking said rocker against rocking move 
ment, a lever pivoted at its upper end to the 
cover and Swinging at its lower end into 
engagement with the lateral arm on the slide 
rod whereby to depress the same, a connec 
tion between said lever and the rocker 
whereby the latter may operate the lever 
and a locking means carried by the desk 
frame and engaging with the said lever to 
lock the cover in closed position, substan 
tially as set forth. 

2. The combination with a desk frame, a 
series of drawers and a movable cover, of a 
slide rod for locking the drawers, a swing 
ing lever carried by the cover and operating 
said slide rod to locked position and means 
carried by the frame for engaging with the 
lever to lock the cover when closed, substan 
tially as set forth. 

3. The combination with a desk frame, a 
series of drawers and a movable cover, of a 
slide rod for locking the drawers, a Swing 
ing lever carried by the cover and operating 
said slide rod to locked position, means car 
ried by the frame for engaging with the le 
ver to lock the cover when closed, a rocker 
carried by the cover and a connection be 
tween said rocker and lever, substantially as 
set forth. 

4. The combination of a vertical series of 
drawers, a sliding rod having means for 
locking the same, a Swinging lever for oper 
ating said slide rod into locked position, a 
rocker connected with said lever for oper 
ating the same and key-operated means for locking said rocker, substantially as set 
forth. 

5. The combination with the desk frame 
and a vertical series of drawers and a cover, 
of a slide rod having means for locking the 
drawers, a lever pivoted to the cover and 
arranged to operate the slide rod, means for 
operating said lever and a bolt carried by 
the desk frame and engaging with said le 
ver to lock the cover, substantially as Set 
forth. 

HARRY M. LEESE. 
Witnesses: 

PERRY B. TURPIN, 
CHAs. A. PETTIT. 
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