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This invention relates to racks for holding cans 
of that type used in the disposal of garbage, trash 
and the like. 

For many years, the use of cans for holding 
garbage and trash has proven a nuisance and an 
expense both to the housewife and these munici 
pal agencies having the responsibility of collect 
ing the garbage and trash and of Sanitation. 
Such cans are frequently roughly handled, and 
the can, particularly the lid portion, becomes 
dented and no longer may be properly closed. 
When this occurs and the cans are overturned 

by dogs, cats, and frequently children, the lids 
are lost, and a health menace is created by the 
garbage attracting mice and rats and Spreading 
the germs. It is estimated that approximately 
eighty per cent of Such can lids are lost in this 
manner shortly after the cans are placed in use. 
In an effort to Solve this problem, many devices 

have been made. A number of these have taken 
the form of racks to hold the cans to prevent 
their displacement or overturning. For various 
reasons these have not proven Sufficiently practi 
cal to gain acceptance by the general public. 
The object of the present invention is to pro 

vide a rack for garbage cans and the like which 
will be Sufficiently rugged to withstand rough 
handling, and at the same time capable of opera 
tion with sufficient ease to be managed by the 
housewife and to Speed the job of the collector. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a 

rack for cans, in Which the can lid becomes a 
part of the rack and is braced thereby to prevent 
its easy deformation. 
A further object is to provide means to guide 

the lid to closed position so that it will not strike 
the can and be damaged thereby. 

Still another object is to provide means to sup 
port the can lid in raised position during the plac 
ing of garbage in the can or the removal of the 
can from the rack so that the lid will not fall 
upon the can or against the rack. 

. A still further object of the invention is to pro 
vide a rack in which the can is Snugly held, yet 
is readily removable Without danger of Striking 
the rack or the handles of the can becoming 
caught on part of the rack structure. 
Yet another object is the provision of a can 

rack which may be readily converted from a sin 
gle rack to a double rack. 
Other objects of the invention will appear from 

the following description of one practical em 
bodiment of the invention, when taken in con 
junction with the dra Wings which accompany 
and form a part of this specification. 

In the drawings: 
Figure 1 is a side elevation of a double rack 

constructed in accordance with the present in 
vention with two cans in the rack; 
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Figure 2 is a top plan view of the structure 

shown in Figure 1; 
Figure 3 is a vertical section through one sec 

tion of the rack and the can placed therein; 
and 

Figure 4 is a perspective view of one section of 
the rack with the can lid in place and the lid 
partially raised. 
The invention in general comprises a rack hav 

ing an annular base member with brackets se 
cured to the outside thereof at diametrically op 
posite points to receive and rigidly support a pair 
of vertical posts. Means for hingedly supporting 
a can lid is carried by one of the posts, and means 
for securing the lid in closed position is carried 
by the other post. 

Referring to the drawings in detail, the base 
may be simply a horizontally positioned ring or 

hoop-like member of Such size as to Snugly re 
ceive the bottom of a garbage, trash, or like can 
2, of predetermined size. The base member is 
provided with a bottom 3 upon which the can 
rests to keep it from contacting the ground. The 
botton is preferably of skeleton form, so that 
Complete and rapid draining may be effected to 
prevent rusting of the bottom of the can. Brack 
etS 4 and 5 are welded, riveted, or otherwise se 

, cured to the opposite Sides of the annular base 
member . The brackets and 5 are provided 
with threaded openings S and 7, extending come 
pletely through the brackets to receive the tread 
ed lower ends of Vertically positioned posts 8 and 
9. The ends of the posts are screwed only part 
way into openings and 7 in the brackets, so 
that, if desired, anchoring posts ), shown in dot 
ted lines, may be Screwed in from the under side 
and imbedded in the ground or a cement founda 
tion block, if such is used. The rack Will have 
Sufficient Weight So that it cannot be easily over 
turned even if unanchored, and the use of the 
anchoring postS will be a matter of personal pref. 
eelce. 

Brackets 4 and 5 are sufficiently long, and the 
Openings 6 and 7 so placed in the brackets that 
posts 8 and 9 will rise well spaced from the widest 
diameter of the can 2, to permit easy removal 
of the can. It will be evident that both brackets 
may be of the type of bracket 4, where a rack 
for a Single can is desired. Bracket 5 is for use 
On a double rack, and is considerably longer than 
bracket 4, and is Symmetrical about the centrally 
positioned opening 6, providing means for attach 
ment to a second annular base member . 
A hinge block f, having a threaded opening 

f2 in its under side is screwed onto the upper 
end of post 9. The upper face of block slopes 
upwardly from its transverse center line toward 
its outer edges, forming inclined surfaces 12, the 
Surfaces 2 being recessed near each outer edge 
of the block to form seats f3, sufficiently deep to 
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receive the folded leaves of hingest 4, one leaf of 
each hinge being secured to its seat f3 by Screws 
or other suitable means. Obviously, if only a 
single rack is desired, only one hinge is attached 
to the block, the other recess 3 being unused. 
The other leaf of each hinge 4 is Secured to the 
end of a combination lid locking and brace men 
ber 5, which is in the form of a strap of flat 
metal stock bent to substantially conform to the 
cross-sectional contour of the can lid 6. The 
can lid is fastened to the member 5 by bolts or 
other easily applied fastening means . The 
member 5 serves to stiffen the lid to a great ex 
tent, and also secures the lid to the rack So that 

A handle 8 may be car 
ried by the brace member 5, to facilitate rais 
ing and lowering the lid. 
The outer end of the brace member 5 is bent 

to lie in a horizontai plane when the lid is in 
closed position, and a guide block 9 is fixed to 
the under side thereof. Guide block 9 has a 
tapered recess 2 extending vertically into its 
under side, which is adapted to seat on the ta 
pered upper end 2 of the post 8. The size and 
position of the guide block 9 is such that it will 
strike the upper end of post 8 before the can lid 
strikes the upper side edges of the can if the 
Iid is not centered above the can. This will pre 
vent damage to the can and lid. If the lid in 
closing is but slightly off center, the recess in the 
guide block will engage the tapered end of post 
8 and guide the lid to a proper seat. This will 
ensure the proper fitting of the lid during the 
life of the can. 
Beyond guide block 9 the brace member f3 is 

bent to form a transverse recess at its outer end. 
A slot 22 extends inwardly from the end of the 
strip, dividing the end portion embracing the re 
cess, into two hook-like elements 23, which serve 
as keepers for a spring tensioned locking device. 
Fixed to the post 8 is a U-shaped housing 24, 
having a pin 25 extending across its lower portion 
to form an anchor for one end of a coil Spring 26. 
The upper end of the spring is connected to a 
link 2. Which is provided with an eye to receive 
a handle 28. Handle 28 is preferably of rectangu 
lar form, having an offset on its lower Side. The 
eye of link 27 engages the offset portion, and 
the shoulders 29, formed on either side of the 
offset will engage the hook elements 23 to tightly 
hold the lid in place on the can. 
In use, the rack is placed in a selected Spot, 

and if desired, anchored by the postS O. A gar 
bage or trash can is then placed in the rack, be 
ing seated within the annular base ring , upon 
the bottom members 3. The can lid. 6 is next 
bolted to the brace member 5, and the rack is 
ready for service. The lid may be easily raised 
and lowered by grasping the handle 8, and when 

60 raised to the fullest extent. With the leaves of the 
hinge closed, the lid will rest upon the inclined 
surface 2 of the hinge block, positioning the lid 
at an angle. To reach this position, the lid paSSes 
beyond a dead center position, thus throwing its 

85 weight upon the hinge block and becoming self 
sustaining. This places the lid completely out of 
Way of the can, so that the can may be removed 
from the rack without interference. As the lid 
is closed, the guide block 9 leads it to a proper 
seat, whereupon the locking handle 28 is pulled 
upward, extending the spring, 26 until the link 
27 may be stipped into the slot 22. The upward 
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pull on the locking handle is then released, al 
lowing the spring to draw the shoulders 29 of the 
locking handle into the hook elements 23. The 
can is then safe from accidental removal of the 
lid. 
While in the above there has been disclosed one 

practical embodiment of the invention it is to be 
understood that the precise embodiment ShoWn 
and described is merely by Way of example and 
not to be construed as limiting the Scope of the 
appended claim.S. 
What I claim as my invention is: 
1. A rack for holding garbage, trash and like 

cans comprising, an airinular recessed base inen 
ber to receive and position a can and having por 
tions offset therefrom, said offset portions hav 
ing openings therein spaced from said annular 
recess, vertical posts fixed in said openings, a lid 
brace hingedly connected to one of Said postS and 
adapted to seat upon another of Said posts, Said 
lid brace being an elongated member bent to Sub 
stantially conform to the cross-sectional shape of 
a can lid to closely embrace said can lid and 
having means for attachment to said can lid said 
bent portion of said brace being So positioned be 
tween the ends of said brace that the can lid car 
ried thereby will be in axial alignment with the 
recess in said base when said brace is seated upon 
said posts, means carried by said lid brace to 
guide said brace to its seat, complementary guide 
means carried by the post upon which the brace 
seats, and releasable means to hold said lid brace 
in seated position. . . . . . . . . . . 

2. A rack for holding garbage, trash and like 
cans comprising, an annular recessed base mem 
be1 to receive and position a can and having por 
tions offset therefrom, said offset portions having 
openings therein Spaced from said annular re 
cess, vertical posts fixed in said openings, a hinge 
block secured to the top of one of said posts, a 
lid brace hingedly connected to said hinge block 
and adapted to seat upon another of said posts, 
Said iid brace being an elongated in ember bent 
to substantially conform to the cross-sectional 
Shape of a can lid to closely embrace said can lid 
and having means for attachment to said can lid 
Said bent portion of Said brace... being so posi 
tioned between the ends of said, brace that the 
can lid carried thereby will be in axial alignment 
With the recess in said base when said brace is 
seated upon said posts, mea:)s carried by said lid 
brace to guide Said brace to its seat, complemen 
tary guide means carried by the post upon which 
the brace seats, Said hinge block having an in 
clined upper Surface adjacent the hinge connec 
tion to said lid brace upon which said brace and 
lid may rest in an inclined beyond the vertical 
position when the brace is raised, and releasable 
means to hold said lid brace in seated position. 
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