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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JoHN SPLANN, of An 

sonia, in the county of New Haven and State 
of Connecticut, have invented a new Im 
provement in Buckles; and I do hereby de 
clare the following, when taken in connec 
tion with the accompanying drawings and 
the letters of reference marked thereon, to be 
a full, clear, and exact description of the same, 
and which said drawings constitute part of 
this specification, and represent, in 

Figure 1, a front view; Fig. 2, a longi 
tudinal section, and in Fig. 3 an upper edge 
view. - 

This invention relates to an improvement 
in...that class of buckles designed more es 
pecially for suspenders and shoes, and com 
monly known as “lever-buckles.” The usual 
construction of this class of buckles has been 
for the lever to project from the buckle, and 
so that the suspender or strap, in passing 
through, must be turned out of its straight 
COUSe. 

The object of this invention is to make the 
lever flush with the face of the buckle, and 
also to form a passage for the strap in a direct 
line, or parallel with the face of the buckle. 
The invention consists in a the construction 

of the plate so as to form a loop, through 
which the strap will pass in a line parallel 
with the buckle-plate, the said loop also form 
ing a bearing, on which the said lever will 
press to engage the strap ; also, in the ar 
rangement of the lever in a recess in the plate, 
so as to lie flush, or nearly so, with the face 
of the plate, as more fully hereinafter de 
scribed. 
a is the upper bar, b the lower bar, and c 0 

the two ends, of the buckle frame or plate. On 
the back side a bar, d, is arranged, as seen in 

Figs. 2 and 3, and so as to form a passage for 
the strap between the buckle-plate and the 
said bar d, in a direct line, and parallel with 
the face-plate, as seen in broken lines, Fig. 2. 
This bar d may be struck from the buckle 
frame, or soldered thereto at its two ends. 
Within the frame, and substantially flush 

with it, the lever e is hinged, preferably by 
forming eyes f at each upper angle of the 
frame, and constructing the lever e with a loop, 
i, at each end, to be bent through the eyes f 
The upper edge of the levere is bent or turned 
back to form a jaw, l, as seen in Fig.2. This 
is preferably cut in the form of teeth, as seen 
in Fig. 3. . 
The operation of this buckle does not differ 

materially from other known lever-buckles; 
but in its construction the front plate pre 
sents no projecting parts, because the lever 
lies flush with the surface, as seen in Fig. 2, 
thus overcoming a serious objection to lever 
buckles. - 

Again, in introducing the suspender into le 
ver-buckles of usual construction, the passage 
for the strap is crooked, because passing over 
and under parts of the frame, hence making 
it difficult to adjust the buckle on the strap. 
This difficulty is overcome by making the 
passage direct and straight. 

I claim 
In the class of buckles known as “lever 

buckles,” the lever e, hung in a recess in the 
front of the frame, and substantially flush 
with the outer surface of the frame, combined 
with the depressed bearing -bar d, substan. 
tially as described. 

. JOHN SPLANN. 
Witnesses: 
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