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1. 
This application relates to ticket pads and 

more particularly to pads of tickets such as are 
used in notion picture theaters. Such pads are 
generally of rectangular Zig Zag folded form hav 
ing one or more, but generally five tickets to the 
fold, with the ticket edges forming the faces of 
the pad. 
An object of the present invention is to pro 

Wide a pattern of marking on the faces of a pad 
of Such tickets of Such a nature that when halves 
of consecutive tickets, hereafter referred to as 
'stubs,' are consecutively stacked and superim 
posed vertically with their edges a lined, the sides 
of the stack formed will show a predetermined 
geometric pattern. The state of perfection of 
that pattern on the stack will reveal the order of 
Stacking. 

If the geometric pattern is uninterrupted it 
Will indicate that the stacking of the stubs was 
generally in the same order in which the tickets 
were removed from the pad. On the other hand 
any major interruption in the predetermined 
geometric pattern on the sides of the stack will 
indicate that the stacking was not in the order 
in which the tickets were removed from the pad, 
indicating missing or out-of-order tickets, 

Hence it becomes possible for an investigation 
to be made of the causes for any disorder in the 
normal movement of tickets from the point 
where they are severed from the pad and the 
point of Stacking. Normally, and it may be ex 
pected that, stubs Will be stacked in Substantially 
the Order in which tickets are severed from the 
pad. When any interruption in this normal pro 
cedure takes place it will be revealed by the in 
terruption of the predetermined geometric pat 
tern on the stack. 
An embodiment of the invention is shown in 

the appended drawings. In the drawing, 
Fig. 1 is a side View of a pad of tickets showing 

its exposed face, composed of edges of tickets, 
marked with a predetermined geometric pattern. 

Fig. 2 is a view showing a fold of five tickets 
of the pad of Fig. 1 and indicating the markings 
on their edges. 

Fig. 3 is a view showing a fragment of a stack 
of halves of the tickets of Fig. 1 with a predeter 
mined geometric pattern indicated. 

Figs. 4 and 5 are views like Fig. 3 but showing 
interrupted patterns. 
A motion picture theater ticket iO of conven 

tional form is marked at its opposite ends with 
a serial number. For stacking purposes, the 
tickets are severed on lines . Either half of 
the ticket may be stacked along with other halves 
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2 
of other tickets to form a stack 2 of ticket halves 
Or stubs. 
There are four possibilities for stacking stubs. 

The left end may be the leading end, and the 
Stub may be Stacked with its face up or with its 
face down. The left end may be the trailing-end 
and the Stub may be stacked with its face up or 
With its face down. 
A pad 3 of such tickets consists of a large 

number of Consecutively numbered tickets joined 
end to end, with the individual tickets separated 
by score lines 4 and by holes 5 as indicated. 
The Conventional pad is formed as shown in 

Fig. 1, where 2,000 tickets are folded over 400 
times in a Zig Zag or accordion pleated pattern 
With five tickets to the fold. 

In carrying out my invention, I mark. On the 
faces of Such pads, made up Of the edges of the 
tWo thousand tickets Which form the pad, a geo 
metric pattern of straight oblique lines 20 drawn 
across the pad criss cross fashion and in perfect 
Symmetry. Each ticket includes points of four 
lines, two on each edge, arranged symmetrically. 
Where lines intersect, the point of intersection 

may be viewed as two points of Separate lines 
Superimposed on one another, which is, in fact, 
the case, as where the lines are ruled on a com 
pleted pad. 
The markings on the tickets are generally simi 

lar but differ slightly from fold to fold in order 
that a geometric pattern of predetermined form 
may be formed. When the stubs are stacked. 
No matter Which end of the ticket leads as it 

is stacked, and no matter which way the stubs 
is are disposed in the stack, face up or down, be 
CauSe of the particular pattern disclosed, the 
stack will show a perfect geometric pattern pro 
vided the stubs are arranged in the stack in the 
order in which the tickets were severed from the 
pad. 
However, if stubs are placed in the stack in a 

seriously interrupted order from which the tickets 
were severed from the pad, the pattern will be 
interrupted as shown in FigS. 4 and 5 which show 
how missing or Out of Order stubs cause inter 
ruptions in the patterns, as shown at a, b, and c; 
The drawings are shown with geometric pat 

terns arranged according to the following code. 
'A' indicates the distance from the end of the 
ticket to the first point of marking of the edge. 
'B' indicates the distance from the first-point 
to the second point. 'A' also indicates the dis 
tance from the Second point to the opposite end. 
The distances and dimensions are in inches and 
are planned for a ticket which is two inches long. 
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Code for design shown on accompanying drawing 
Conventional pad of 2000 tickets. 

(2A.--Bas 2.00) 
Ticket i (Pattern Repeats For 2nd Thousand) Ticket it -------am 

A. B 

-4003-4002-400- -5001-5000-4999- 1.00 .00 
E.g. Sigi Si. .99 O2 

403-402-4011-4010-4009 333333333339 S- ... 3 .04 
4014-405-406-4017-4018 - 4984-4985-4986-4987-4988 .97 .08 

anaans agains, -4884-4885-4886-4887-4888 77 , 46 
123-4122-412-4120-19e- 883-4883-4881-4880-4879- ,76 . 48 
41244.125-426-427-4128 -48744875-4876-4877-4878- 75 50 
4.333333.5- -4873-48724871-4870-4869- 7. 52 

243-4242-4241-4240-4239e- 4763-4762-476-460-4759- .52 .96 
4244-4245-4246-4247-4248- - 4754.4755-4756-4757-4758- .51 .98 
253-4252-4251-4250-4249- --4753-4752-4751-4750-4749e- 50 1.00 
4254-4255-4256-4257-4258 4744745-4746-4746-4718- .49 1.02 

373-372-37-430-4369. 4633-4632-463-4630-4629- .26 1. 48 
4374-375-436-437-4378- -:43.33 E. 25 1.50 383-4382-438-4380-4379- 4623-4622-4621-4.620-469- .24 52 

4384-4385-4386-387-4388- resolidoo-o-os- 23 1.54 

sists Ellist. O3 1.94 Sigis; ; 4513-452-451-4510-4509- O2 .96 
-->4494-4495-4496-4497-4498 4504-4505-4506-4507-4508. . 0. 1.98 

456.565-56,566-56 00 2.00 

The straight ruled lines of the above code indicate gaps in the numbering thus: 
4019-4113; 4134-4238; 4258-4368; 4388–4483; 4519-4613; 4634-4743; 4764-4868; 4863-4983. 

Contemplating the use of a ticket Which is 
Serially numbered at opposite ends and either of 
Whose halves may be used for the Stack and in 
serted into the stack in any one of two different 
ways, or With the whole ticket used, the pattern 
here indicated has been developed and has been 
found satisfactory for the purposes. The pat 
tern here developed is characterized by the fact 
that each ticket edge is at least twice marked, 
the markings are symmetrical, and differ Slightly 
but only slightly from fold to fold in the pad of 
tickets. 

Ef stubs are Stacked more or less in the Se 
quence in which they are detached from the pad, 
a pattern will form in the stack. 
The degree of Sharpness or fuzzineSS of the 

formed geometric pattern reflectShow closely the 
stubs were stacked with reference to their nu 
merical sequence. If the Stubs are Stacked ab 
solutely consecutively, the pattern Will be clear 
and sharp. If the stubs are stacked without 
reference to their natural Sequence, the pattern 
will disappear. 
A Single ticket missing, or far out of sequence, 

will not noticeably disturb the pattern. 
A number of tickets or a group of consecutive 

ticketS missing or far out of sequence will defi 
nitely break the pattern; likewise any unmarked 
Or Wrongly marked tickets (Unauthorized tickets). 
Among the characteristics of the pattern of the 

diaWing are these: 
The pattern is on a rectangular double faced 

pad of Zig Zag folds of tickets and is composed 
of parallel oblique intersecting lines. The lines 
Sloping in one direction are spaced apart hori 
Zontally a ticket length, and the lines sloping in 
the other direction are also Spaced apart hori 
ZOntally a ticket length. The angles formed by 
the intersecting oblique lines are Synnetrically 
arranged with respect to the innaginary vertical 
and horizontal lines passing through the inter 
sections so that the angles are bisected by such 
lines. 
Each half ticket. On each edge has a marked 

point. The two points of a half ticket, on oppo 
Site edges, are aiined, i. e., they are equidistant 

: 

AU 

50 

5 

6 

75 

from the severance center line of the ticket of 
Which that half formed a part. 

In theory, and it is intended that the five tickets 
of a fold aire identically marked. In practice, be 
cause of variations in paper thickness and Com 
pressibility aid in pad compressibility, there may 
be slight differences in the markings of the five 
tickets of a fold. This usually is not sufficient to 
destroy the functioning of the pad pattern to in 
dicate the order of stacking, since the slight 
“fuzziness' of the pattern on the stack will not 
impair the “reading' of the stack pattern. 
Now having described the ticket pad and pat 

tern here disclosed, reference should be had to 
the claims which follow for a determination of 
the inventions hereof. 

I claim: 
1. A patterned ticket pad comprising a con 

tinuous strip of end to end connected identical 
length tickets folded in zig-zag form and thus 
forming a strip pad of rectangular form having 
front and back faces each bounded by horizontal 
and vertical sides and formed by the edges of the 
tickets, said faces having on each a marking in 
the form of a predetermined geometric pattern, 
including two criss-crossing or intersecting sets 
of parallel oblique lines, with the horizontally 
measured distances between the parallel oblique 
lines of the first set being equal to the length of 
a ticket, and with the horizontally measured dis 
tances between the parallel oblique lines of the - 
second set also being equal to the length of a 
ticket, each of the two halves of each of the two 
ticket edges being at least once marked, the two 
marked points of each ticket half being allined, 

3 i. e., the same distance from the center line of the 
ticket of which that half forms a part, the inter 
secting oblique lines being symmetrically arranged 
with respect to imaginary vertical and horizonal 
lines passing through such intersections, With 
such lines bisecting the angles at Such inter 
Sections. 

2. A patterned ticket pad comprising a con 
tinuous Strip of end to end connected identical 
length tickets folded in Zig-Zag form and thus 
forming a Strip pad of rectangular form having 
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front and back faces each bounded by horizontal 
and vertical sides and formed by the edges of 
the tickets, said faces having on each a mark 
ing in the form of a predetermined geometric 
pattern, including two criss-crossing or intersect 
ing sets of parallel oblique lines, with the hori 
zontally measured distances between the parallel 
oblique lines of the first set being equal to the 
length of a ticket, and with the horizontally 
measured distances between the parallel oblique 
lines of the second set also being equal to the 
length of a ticket, each of the two halves of each 
of the two ticket edges being at least once marked, 
the two marked points of each ticket half being 
alined, i. e., the same distance from the Center 
line of the ticket of which that half forms a part, 
the intersecting oblique lines being Symmetrically 
arranged with respect to imaginary vertical and 
horizontal lines passing through Such intersec 
tions, with such lines bisecting the angles at Such 
intersections, there being several tickets to each 
fold, with all the tickets of a fold being Substan 
tially identically marked. 

3. A patterned ticket pad comprising a Con 
tinuous strip of end to end connected identical 
length tickets folded in Zig-Zag form and thus 
forming a strip pad of rectangular form having 
front and back faces each bounded by horizontal 
and vertical sides and formed by the edges of the 
tickets, said faces having on each a marking in 
the form of a predetermined geometric pattern, 
including two criss-crossing or intersecting sets 
of parallel oblique lines, with the horizontally 
measured distances between the parallel oblique 
lines of the first set being equal to the length of 

6 
ranged with respect to imaginary vertical and 
horizontal lines passing through such interSec 
tions, with such lines bisecting the angles at Such 
intersections, the patterns being in the form of 
iines ruled on a formed pad. 

4. A patterned ticket pad comprising a con 
tinuous strip of end to end connected identical 
length tickets folded in zig-zag form and thus 
forming a strip pad of rectangular form having 

20 

front and back faces each bounded by horizontal 
and vertical sides and formed by the edges of 
the tickets, said faces having on each a mark 
ing in the form of a predetermined geometric 
pattern, including two criss-crossing or intersect 
ing sets of parallel oblique lines, with the hori 
Zontally measured distances between the parallel 
oblique lines of the first set being equal to the 
length of a ticket, and with the horizontally 
measured distances between the parallel oblique 
lines of the second set also being equal to the 
length of a ticket, each of the two halves of each 
of the two ticket edges being at least once marked, 
the two marked points of each ticket half being 
alined, i.e., the same distance from the center 
line of the ticket of which that half forms a 
part, the intersecting oblique lines being sym 
metrically arranged with respect to imaginary 
vertical and horizontal lines passing through Such 
intersections, with Such lines bisecting the angles 
at such intersections, there being several tickets 
to each fold, with all the tickets of a fold being 
substantially identically marked, the patterns be 
ing in the form of lines ruled on a formed pad. 

a ticket, and with the horizontally measured dis 
tances between the parallel oblique lines of the 
second set also being equal to the length of a 
ticket, each of the two halves of each of the two 
ticket edges being at least once marked, the two 
marked points of each ticket half being allined, 
i. e., the same distance from the center line of the 
ticket of which that half forms a part, the inter 
secting oblique lines being symmetrically ar 
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