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To ?t/ tu?ion, it i? i? conceit. 
Beit known that I, OLIN II. BASQUIN, a citi 

Zen of the United States, residing at Chicago, 
in the county of Cook and State of Illinois, 

5 have invented and produced a new and useful 
Improvement in Prism. Lights and Plates, of 
which the following is a description. 
My invention relates to lights and prism 

plates made therefrom. It is illustrated in 
to the accompanying drawings, wherein 

Figure L is a plan view of a prism-light hex 
agonal in shape with a circular prism-sur 
face. Fig. 2 is a similar view of a square 
light. Fig. 3 is a view of a prism-plate com 

15 posed of such prism-lights. 
Like parts are indicated by the same letters 

in all the figures. 
AA are the bodies of the prism-lights, pref 

crably Simooth. On one side and having each 
20 a set of prisms B B, which prisms are ar 

ranged in a substantially circular body. C 
Care non-prismatic corner portions of such 
lights. In the plate it will be observed that 
the angle of the prisms varies in the differ 

25 ent lights, the lights B'B' having the prisms 
greatly inclined, the lights B°B°having them 
less inclined, and the lights BB having the 
prisms horizontal. 
The value of this invention can be better 

3o understood when it is taken in connection 
with the method or means by which such 
prism lights and plates are made. In prism 
plates for ordinary use it is very desirable to 
have variously - arranged angles. In my 

35 drawings I have not attempted to show any 
particular arrangement of angles or to indi 
cate an arrangement of angles suitable for 
any particular purpose, but I have endeav 
ored simply to illustrate, as it were, diagram 

4o matically the manner in which my invention 
can be made use of. NOW it is evident, that 
if we desire to have a considerable number 
of angles in a given plate it would be neces 
sary to have a separate mold for each varia 

45 tion in the angles of the prism. In speaking 
of “angles” of the prisms I do not refer to the 
angular cross-section of the prism, but to the 
angular arrangement of the prism on its light 
or plate, particularly with reference to the 

5o horizontal. By having a series of prism 
lights all of them the same shape in their 
body portions and by having a central circu 

lar prismatic body on each I can frame any 
number of such prism-lights together, so as 
to have a frame uniform in general appear- 55 
ance, while at the same time by having such 
circular prism-surfaces set at any desired an 
gle of inclination I can accomplish the very 
desirable result of having prisms of vari 
ous angles of inclination in the same plate, 6o 
so as to direct the light into any predeter 
mined direction or into any desired part of 
the room. Thus, for example, With a series 
of hexagon-shaped prism-lights it is obvious, 
as illustrated, that the angle of inclination 65 
of each of the sets of prisms in the several 
circular prism-surfaces can be different from 
those of any other and the light can be 
thrown from any particular part of the plate 
into any desired direction by these means. 7o 

I claim 
1. As a new article of manufacture, a sub 

stantially flat prism-light comprising a body 
portion of transparent material having a re 
ceiving - surface and an outline other than 75 
circular, with an inscribed circular surface 
consisting of a series of Substantially pal 
allel prisms systematically arranged with 
each other and with the particular outline of 
the body portion of the prism-light to pro- 8o 
duce an increased illuminating effect and to 
throw substantially all the light into a pre 
determined direction, the diameter of such 
circular prism - surface not exceeding the 
shortest diameter of the body portion, so that 85 
the prism-surface can be set in any relation 
to the outline of the body portion and thus 
throw substantially all of the light affected 
in any predetermined direction with refer 
ence to the outline of such body. 9 O 

2. A prism - plate comprising a series of 
prism-lights combined together in a suitable 
frame or grid, all the lights having bodies 
non-circular in outline but uniform, each 
body having a circular prism - surface con- 95 
sisting of a series of prisms systematically 
arranged to produce an increased illuminat 
ing effect, substantially as shown and de 
Scribed. 
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