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The present invention relates to containers Ol' 
cans and has particular reference to improve 
ments in sheet metal cans having hinged COverS. 
An object of the invention is the provision of 

a, sheet metal can having a hinge cover wherein 
the cover end of the can is formed with a de 
pending flat hem surrounding the outside of the 
can and setting off a reenforced Smooth and uni 
form seat edge for receiving the hinge cover to 
make the can more hermetic and to prevent 
danger of cutting the fingers of the user. 
Another object, is the provision of Such a can 

wherein a novel wireless hinge element is formed 
integrally with the hem for attaching the cover 
to the can and for hinging it into and Out of 
closed position on the Can. 
Another object is the provision of Such a can 

wherein the cover is provided with a Sealing 
gasket, for engagement against the hemmed edge 
of the can to herinetically seal the can when the 
cover is in closed position. 
Numerous other objects and advantages of the 

invention will be apparent as it is better under 
Stood from the following description, which, 
taken in connection with the accompanying 
drawings, discloses a preferred embodiment 
thereof. 

Referring to the drawings: 
Figure is a perspective View of a sealed can 

embodying the instant invention; 
Fig. 2 is an enlarged transverse Section taken 

through the Upper end of the can shown in Fig. 1; 
Fig. 3 is a View Sirnillar to Fig. 2 taken through 

the hinge portion of the can and showing the 
cover in an open position, with parts broken 
away; 

Fig. 4 is an enlarged back view of the can and 
its cover arranged in separated position prior to 
aSSembly, with parts of the can broken away; and 

Fig. 5 is a fragmentary view similar to Fig. 2 
and Showing a modified form of the invention. 

As a preferred embodiment of the invention the 
drawings illustrate a sheet metal tobacco can 
made preferably of tin plate or the like material. 
This can conprises an oblong shaped tubular 
body having at one end a hottom closure mem 
ber 2 (Fig. 1) Secured thereto in a suitable Sean 
3 and at its opposite or upper end a hinged slip 

cover it. 
A Smooth and uniform seat 5 (Figs. 2 and 3) 

is provided on the can body for the cover . 
For this purpose the Lipper marginal edge portion 
of the can body is tuned outwardly and down 
Wardly against the Outer surface of the body, 
Setting off a depending fiat hem 6. This hem 
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extends entirely around the upper end of the 
body and thus reenforce this end of the body as 
Well as providing the Smooth seat edge 5. 
The cover i is formed with a flat top wall sec 

tion 8 and a continuous Surrounding and de 
pending fange S. When the cover is on the can 
body as shown in Fig. 2, its flange is extends 
down adjacent the hem. 6 on the outside of the 
body and engages sinugly against the hen. The 
top wall Section 8 of the caver rests on top of 
the Smooth seat edge 5 of the body. The Seat 
edge engages the cover uniformly, entirely 
around the top edge of the body and thus makes 
the can Ore heinetic when the cover is cloSed. 
This Smooth edge also prevents the danger of 
cutting the fingers of the user when the cover is 
Opened as in case of a tobacco can the finger is 
Sometimes used to pull out, the contentS. 
The cover A is hingedly connected with the 

hem 8 of the can body along its back edge SO 
that it may be readily hinged open, as shown in 
Fig. 3, and ray be returned to closed position 
aS shown in Fig. 2. For this purpose the back 
portion of the fange 3 of the cover is cut away 
as at 22 as best shown in Fig. 4 and is provided 
with a pair of hinge lugs 23 (see also Fig. 3). 
The hinge igs 23 Sriod a pair of WieleSS 

pintles 26 (Figs. 3 and 4) formed on the hein 6. 
These pintles are produced from portions of a 
reenforcing lead 2. formed in an extension 23 
of the hem 6 along the back of the can body. 
These bead portions are cornpressed into cylin 
drical form and thus provide the pair of hollow 
pintle meinbers 26 of Smaller diameter. Adja 
cent the pintles the hem is provided with clear 
ance openings 29 for the hinge lugs 23. 
The body side Wall adjacent the pintles is 

for led with a pair of spaced inwardly projecting 
recess sections, 3 which Set Off Ciearance Oliside 
giannels 52 for the free movement of the hinge 
lugs on the pintleS. These clearance channels 
perinit the cover hinge elements to closely hig 
the side of the can body so as to provide a con 
paratively SICOth Oter Surface On the back of 
the body. 
At the front of the can the flange 9 of the 

cover 6 is provided with a stiuck-out lockiing 
ig 34 for hoiding the cover in closed position. 
This lug engages under the adjacent lower edge 
of the hen 3. If desired his portion of the 
hem may be spaced away from the side of the 
can body to better facilitate this locking actioia. 

in the iodified form of the invention as dis 
closed in Fig. 5, the top wall section 8 of the 
cover 6 is formed with a sunken panel 35. This 
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panel sets off an inverted U-shaped channel 3: 
which extends completely around the cover adja 
cent its flange 3. The flange 3 forms the otitel 
conforming walls of the channel. The ciian:hel 
carries a resilient gasket 33 of compound lining 
material or other suitable gasket material. 
When the cover is in closed position on the 

can the gasket 38 engages against the smooth 
seat edge 5 of the can body. In this position 
the gasket provides a hermetic Seal for the can. 

It is thought that the invention and many of 
its attendant, advantages will be undeistoCd fl'Cirl 
the foregoing description, and it will be apparent 
that various changes may be made in the fol'ini, 
construction and arrangement of the paits with 
out departing from the Spirit and scope of the 
invention or sacrificing all of its material advan 
tages, the form hereinbefore described being 
merely a preferred embodiinent thereof. 

I claim: 
1. A sheet metal container comprising a tubul 

lar body terminating at itS open end in a depend 
ing hem provided with an integral elongated 
tubular bead having spaced compressed politions 
of reduced diameter thereon constituting Wire 
less hinge pintles, and a container cover having 
a flange provided with spaced curved hinge lugs 
respectively engaging the aforesaid Spaced hinge 
pintles on said bead for hingedly motinting tile 
cover on the container body. 

2. A sheet, netal container comprising a tupur. 
lar body terminating at its open end in a deped 
ing peripheral hem to provide a. Snooth reen 
forced cover Seat, an integ'ai pait of Said herin 
at the real of Said body terrainating in an elon 
gated tubular bead having spaced compressed 
portions of reduced diazetter cainstituting wire 
less hinge printies on said body, spaced portions 
of said heim at the rear of the body being cut 
a Way adjacent Said pintles to provide cleaiancé 
openings, and a containe' cover having a periph 
cral fange provided with spaced curved hinge 
lugs respectively engaging said clearance open 
ings in Said hen and enbi'acing the aforesaid 
Spaced hinge pintles of reduced diameter on said 
body bead for hingedly mounting the cover on 
the container body for inovicineint towards and 
a Way from Said seat. 

3. A sheet nietal container comprising a tubu 
lal' body terminating at its open end in a depend 
ing peripheral hem to provide a Simooth reen 
forced cover Seat, an integral extension of said 
hern at the rear of said body terminating in an 
elongated tubular bead having spaced coin 
preSSed portions of reduced diameter constitut 
ing hollow wireless hinge pintles or said body, 
Spaced portions of Said heim at the rear of the 
body being cit away adjacent said pintles to 
provide clearance openings, spaced portions of 
the rear body Wall of the container being de 
pressed adjacent said pinties to provide inwardly 
curved clearance channeis, and a container cover 
having a peripheral flange provided at its rear 
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4. 
portion with spaced culved hinge lugs respec 
tively engaging said clearance openings in said 
hem and also embracing the aforesaid Spaced 
hinge pintles of reduced diameter on Said body 
hem bead, said curved cover lugs also movably 
engaging the aforesaid culved clearance chan 
nels in the container body real wall adjacent said 
pinties for hingedly mounting the cover on the 
container body for moverinent to Walds and away 
fl'On Said Seat. 

4. A sheet metal container comprising a tubu 
lar body terminating at its Cpen end in a de 
pending peripheral hem to provide a Smooth 
reenforced cover seat, an integral extension of 
said hem af, the rear of said body terminating 
in ai). Gioingated tubular bead having Spaced 
compressed politions of l'educed dialaeter con 
stituting hollow wireless hinge pintles on said 
iody, spaced portions of Said them at the real 

: of the body being cut away adjacent said pintles 
to provide Cealance openings, Spaced portions 
of tire real' body Wall of ihe container being 
depreSSed adjacent said pitles to provide in 
Wardly curved clearance channels, and a con 
tainer cover provided with a countersunk cen 
tral panel and a Surrounding p3ripheral channel 
(:Ontaining a conpound gasket lining, said cover 
further having a peripheral fange provided at 
its real jali with a cut away portion having a 
plurality of integral and spaced curved hinge 
lugs respecively engaging said clearance open 
iings in Said hem and also embracing the afore 
Said Spaced hinge pintles of reduced diameter 
On Said body hem bead, said curved cover lugs 
also novably engaging the aforesaid curved 
clearance channels in the containar body lear 
Wall adjacent said pintles for hingediy mounting 
the cover on the container body for movement 
to Wards and away from said seat, said smooth 
body hen Seat engaging said gasket, lining in said 
Covel' channel for hermelically sealing the con 
tainer. 

GEORGE E. ECKIVAN. 

REFERENCES CTED 
Tile following references 

file of this patent: 
UNITED STATES PATENTS 

are of record in the 

Numbel Name Date 
537,844 Moore et al. ------- Apr. 23, 1895 
585,099 Fielbach ---------- June 22, 1897 
633,524. Marcuse ---------- Sept. 19, 1899 

1,432,181. Hake, Jr. ---------- Oct. 17, 1922 
1,474,601 Miller ------------ Nov. 20, 1923 
2,117,228 Stuchbel'y --------- May 10, 1938 
2,195,61 Baker ------------ Mar. 26, 194U 
2,296,599 Costello ---------- Sept. 22, 1942 

FOREIGN PATENTS 
Number Country Date 

357,894 Gireat Britain ---. {ct. 1, 931 
450,087 Gl'eat Britain ------ July 6, 1936 

  


