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The invention relates to a protective device for 
shielding horse's leg joints. It is particularly 
adapted for use in connection with the legs of 
race horses or pedigreed animals which repre 
Sent a large financial investment by the Owner. 
AS is known to those familiar with the his 

tory and breeding of race horses, the greatest care 
must be exercised in guarding the legs of such 
horses against accidental injuries inflicted usu 
ally by the horses themselves in stalls, stables, or 
Starting gate devices, or in contacts with paddock 
fences, or race track guard rail Supports. Such 
collisions are usually encountered by the knee 
joints of the horse's forelegs or the hock joints 
of the horse's hind legs or to a lesser extent by 
the fetlock joints. 
An object of the present invention is to pro 

vide novel and improved protection means for 
shielding a horse's legs against harmful contact 
With obstructions. 
A further object of the present invention is to 

provide shielding means which can be readily 
applied to the horse's legs, and which is remov 
able, but can be worn normally, in day to day 
routine. 
A further object of the invention is to pro 

Wide novel stocking means of elastic character for 
a horse's legs, said stocking means having resil 
ient pads or cushions woven therewith in such 
manner that the pads or cushions cannot be lost 
Or displaced, Said pads or cushions being dis 
posed in that part of the stocking which is in 
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contact with the horse's knee, hock, or fetlock joints. 
Other objects and advantages Will be apparent 

from a study of the following specification, in 
conjunction with the accompanying drawings, in 
which: 

Fig. 1 is a pictorial representation of a horse 
equipped. With my novel and improved leg pro 
tectors. 

FigS. 2 and 3 are enlarged views in side eleva 
tion, respectively, of a hind leg and foreleg pro 
Vided With a leg protector now to be described. 

Figs. 4 and 5 are sectional views taken respec 
tively on the lines - of Fig. 3 and 5-5 of Fig. 2. 

Before the piesent invention is described in 
detail, it is to be understood that the invention 
here involved is not limited to the details of Con 
struction or the Specific arrangement of parts 
herein illustrated of described. It is also to be 
understood that the phraseology or terminology 
herein employed is for the purpose of descrip 
tion and not of limitation, the scope of the pres 
ent invention being defined in the appended 
claim. 
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2 
Referring now to the drawings, the invention 

comprises a stocking or sheath 0 of elastic or re 
siliently yieldable material which may be readily 
applied to a horse's fore or hind legs, and which 
is more or less formed to shape so that it retains 
its position without additional fastening means 
of any kind. It extends from a point above the 
knee or hock joint to just below the fetlock joint 
above the roof. It is removable for cleaning, re 
pair, or replacement, when necessary. While it 
could be formed from any non-perforated mate 
rial Such as natural or synthetic rubber, I prefer 
that it be made from mesh type or woven fabric 
of elastic cloth character, since this conforms 
itself perfectly to the horse's leg while permitting 
adequate ventilation therethrough. 
At the points on the stocking adjacent the 

knee joint of the foreleg, at of Fig. 3, and the 
hock joint of the hindleg, at 2 of Fig. 2, I pro 
wide special cushioning means f3, which in the 
present instance consists of a rubber pad retained 
in an integrally woven pocket in the stocking. 
Such pad is wrapped around as much of the 
joint as may normally be expected to come into 
contact with surrounding obstructions. It may 
be of any suitable thickness, for example about 
one inch at its thickest point, and tapering grad 
ually to an edge around its outer periphery. 
The pad 3 may be retained, as illustrated, by 

providing at least a portion of the stocking With 
a double weave 4, 5 (Figs. 4 and 5), constitut 
ing the pad pocket. The pad may actually be 
inserted during the stocking Weaving process, so 
that in Subsequent appearance the Stocking may 
be seamless, and the presence of the pad may 
not be too conspicuous, or may not even be sus 
pected. 

It will be apparent therefore that the stock 
ing may be single ply weave over part of its 
length and double ply weave over the balance 
of its length without such distinctions being ap 
parent from ordinary inspection of the stock 
ing outer surface. 
The pad 3 may be made from natural rubber, 

or from material of similar physical properties 
such as any one of the varieties of rubber-like 
synthetic plastics now available. I prefer to use 
a pad formed from so-called "sponge rubber,' 
“foam sponge,' 'Neoprene sponge,' or any other 
commercially available resilient material of high 
compressibility, and light Weight. 

If desired the stocking may also be provided 
with a similar pad in the neighborhood of the 
fetlock joints 6 (Figs. 2 and 3). 
What I claim is: 
A protective stocking for a horse's leg, and par 
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ticularly adapted to protect said leg in the vi 
cinity of a joint, said stocking being of an elas 
tic woven mesh fabric material characterized by 
resilient form fitting properties, said stocking 
being adapted to extend from above the knee 
joint to a point just above the hoof, said stock 
ing being of seamless, single ply weave through 
a major portion of its length, but in the neigh 
borhood of said knee joint being woven to a sep 
arable double ply throughout a substantial por 
tion of its circumferential periphery whereby to 
provide a pocket between the plies in said neigh 
borhood, said pocket retaining therein a pad of 
resilient material of rubberlike characteristics, 
high compressibility, and light weight, said pad 
being of substantial thickness near its mid por 
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tion, and tapering downwardly therefrontowards 
its peripheral edge, whereby to protect the knee 
joint encased in said stocking from injuries 
caused by accidental leg impacts with hard ob 
jects. 

JOHN POLINSKY. 
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