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My invention relates to animal markers and
has for its object to provide an animal marker
by .means .of which individual brand marks or
characters may be.conveniently and effectively
tattooed upon certain of the parts of an animal’s
body so that the ewners thereof may readily iden-
tify. their property.

Another object of the invention resides in pro-
viding a marker of which the characters cannot
be rea.dlly ‘changed,

A still further object of the Invention resides
in providing a marker in which the parts are
ﬁrmly held in proper position so that each imprint
15 identically the same as previous imprints,

An object of the invention resides in construct-
ing the marker with complemental jaws guided
for movement relative to one another and in fur-
ther providing a plurality of marking dies applied
to one of said jaws for cooperation with a facing
applied to the other of said jaws...

. Another object of the invention resides in con-~
structing the dies with body portions-in which die

‘elements forming the characters of the dies are
mounted and in constructing said body portions -

integral with -one. another to form .a single die

block holding all -of the die elements. in proper
relation.

-~ A still: further obJect of the Invention re51des

in.providing posts issuing from the die block and
constructed integral therewith and by means of
‘which the die block may be attached to one of the

jaws of the marker.
Another object of the 1nvent10n resides in cast~

ing the posts and blocks from a relatively brittle
metal so that tampering with the posts will cause

breakage thereof and prevent removal of the block
for alteration of the characters of the marker.
A feature of the invention resides in construct-

ing the die elements as pins having ends embodied
‘in the body portions of the dies.and in construct-
.ing:the imbedded ends of the. pins with shoulders

for retaining the same securely attached to the

-die block,

An object of the mventxon res1des in provxdmg

‘me&ns for removably mountmg the facmg on one
-of the jaws of the marker.

“Another:object of the- mventmn res1des in con-

.structing the: facing w1th an. elongated mount-
‘ing strip formed: of flexible material havmg ears
‘gl the ends thereof for engagement with the jaw
to. hold the facing attached thereto. .

A still further object-of the Invention resides
4n constructing the facing with a; sheet of resilient
-material wrapped transversely-about the mount-

ing strip, said sheet being shorter than the strip
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to expose the ears formed on the end of’ the
same.

~An object of the invention resides in provid-
ing a mould for casting the die block.about the
die elements and in comnstructing the mould so
that the posts may be withdrawn from the cap
in the separation of certain of the parts of the
mould from one another.

Other objects of the 1nvent10n reside in the
novel combination and arrangement of parts and
in the details of construction hereinafter illus-
trated and/or described.

In the drawing,

Fig. 1 is a longitudinal elevational v1ew of an
animal marker illustrating an embodiment of my
invention and showing the dies and part of the
jaw in section. ‘ ] .

Fig. 2 is a fragmentary plan view of a portion
of the marker shown in Fig. 1.

Fig. 3 is a perspective view of one of the jaw
facings detached from the marker.

Fig. 4 is a perspective view of a die block de-

tached from the marker.
Fig. 5 is a plan view of a mould used. for con-
structing the dies of my invention with a portion
of the mould .cut away to show the internal con-
struction thereof.

Fig. 6 is a sectional view taken on line 6—6 of
Fig. 5 and drawn to a larger scale,

Fig. 7.1s a view similar to Fig. 6 taken on line
7—1 of Fig. 5.

In the raising of poultry and livestocK, consid-
erable loss has been occasioned through theft and
dnability to identify the property of the owner.
The-instant invention provides a device whereby
‘poultry and livestock may be permanently and
inability to identify the property of the owner.
may be readily identified and clalmed and so that
theft of such property may be easily proven.

My improved animal marker comprises. pri-
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:marlly a marking member 10 which cooperates

with a cushmned member 11 to penetrate the
web .of the wing of a fowl or the ear or.other
.similar part of an animal to tattoo a mark upon
.the animal by means of which the animal may
be.readily identified. The marking member 10
-and the member 11 are mounted upon a device
12 by means of which the said parts may be
brought fogether to perform their desired func-
tions. These parts w111 now be described in de-
tail.

The device 12 is in the nature of a pair of pliers
which in the form .of the invention shown, are
constructed of -sheet metal and are formed with
two. handles 13 and 14 stamped in the desired
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shape. These handles are arranged to cross one
another and are formed with overlying walls 15
which terminate in jaws 16 and 17 having faces
18 and 19 adapted to be moved toward one an-
other as the handles 13 and 14 are manipulated.
The walls 15 of the device are pivotally connect-
ed together through a pintle 20 which passes
jointly through all of said walls and is riveted
upon its exposed ends. :

The marking member 10 is adapted to imprint
certain characters upon the animal to be marked
and in the instant invention is illustrated as ca-
pable of marking with three characters. For this
purpose three die members are employed which
are designated at 20, 21 and 22 in Fig. 4. These
die members each comprise body portions 23, 24
and 25 which have imbedded in them die elements
26, 27 and 28 which are arranged or grouped to
simulate any desired character to be impressed
upon the animal to be marked. In the instant die
the die elements 28 are arranged to form a cross,
while the die elements 27 and 26 are arranged in
the form of a letter ¥. In the construction of the
die, the body portions 23, 24 and 25 are cast in-
tegral to form a single die block 29 so that rear-
rangement of the characters formed on the die
is prevented.

The die 10 as shown in Fig. 1 is attached to the
face 19 of jaw 17. For this purpose the die block
29 is constructed with two posts 30 and 31 which
are adapted to extend through holes 32 and 33 in
+he face 19 of said jaw. The protruding ends of
these posts are riveted or headed, as designated
at 24 and 35 to hold the die block 29 securely at-
tached to the jaw.

In the construction of the marking member 10,
a special mould is used which is disclosed in de-
tail in Figs. 5, 6 and 7. This mould consists of a
base 36 which is formed from a flat plate of metal
having a smooth upper surface. Upon this plate
is disposed a frame 37 which is constructed with
a rectangular opening 38 serving as a chase in
which suitable die element hoelders may be placed.
The frame 37 is secured to the base 36 through
rivets 39 which are counter-sunk so that the
heads thereof lie flush with the upper surface
of frame 37. The die element holders are indi-
cated at 40 in the drawing and are of such dimen-
sions that three of these die element holders fit
snugly within the chase 33. In these die element
holders are drilled holes 41 which are arranged
to depict the various characters desired to be
printed upon the animal to be marked.

The mould further inchides a mask 42 which
is removably placed over the frame 37 and a cap
43 likewise removably overlying the mask 42.
Mask 42 has formed in it an opening 44 of suitable
dimensions to form the desired block 21 and to
receive the ends of the die elements when the
same are inserted in the various holes 41. The
cap 43 is constructed with two drilled holes 45-and
46 which when the cap 43 is disposed upon the
mask 42 communicate with the cavity 47 within
the mould formed by the opening 44 and termi-
nating at the surface of the cap 43 and the upper
surface of the die element holders 40. The vari-
ous parts of the mould are secured together
through two bolts 48 and 49 which are threaded
into the base 36 as indicated at 50 to permit of
detachably securing the parts of the mould to-
gether. The bolts 49 are so constructed as to
form guides for procuring proper arrangement
of the parts of the mould when the same are as-
sembled and the bolts screwed down.

The die elements used with the invention are
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preferably in the nature of pins best shown in
Figs. 5 and 6 which are designated by the refer-
ence character 51. These pins are formed with
sharpened ends 52 which are adapted to enter
the outer skin of the animal to be marked and to
penetrate the same. At the other ends of the
pin 51 are formed shoulders 53 which become
imbedded within the metal of the die block 29
and prevent loosening or removal of the pins from
the same. The pins 51 may be formed by turn-
ins as on an ordinary screw machine in which
case the shoulders 53 are formed by turning a
groove in the pin close to the end thereof.

In the construction of the dies the desired die
holders are selected and placed in juxtaposition
within the chase 38 in proper relative position.
The various pins 51 are then set into the holes
41 of said die element holders with the poinfed
ends 52 in engagement with the top of the base
36 of the mould. Mask 42 is then placed upon
the frame 37 and the cap 43 placed upon the
mask 42. Bolts 48 and 49 are then applied with-
out disturbing the position of the various pins
51. While the parts are so arranged moiten metal
is poured in one of the holes 45 or 46 which serves
as a sprue hole until the metal flows about the
various pins and forms the die block 29. I have
found that a metal including antimony or bis-
muth, such as type metal, is very effective due
to the fact that the same readily flows in the cor-
ners of the mould and serves to securely hold the
pins attached to the die block. Such metal is
also quite brittle and causes the posts to break
in the event attempt is made to remove the die
block for the purpose of alteration.

In the formation of the die block the sprues
formed in the casting of the block are retained
and form the posts 30 and 31 by means of which
the die block is attached to the face of the jaw.
In dissembling the mould the meeting surfaces
of the frame 27 and the mask 42 are beveled to
provide wedge-shaped notches 54 into which a
screw driver may be inserted to pry the parts of
the mould apart after the bolts 48 and 49 have
been removed. The die element holders 40 are
preferably loosely fitting within the chase 38 so
that the same adhere to the pins 51 when the
two parts of the mould are separated. These die
element holders may thereafter be readily removed
singly as by means of a pair of pliers or other-
wise after the mould has been dissembled. In the
construction of the posts 30 the same are pref-
erably formed cylindrical, This causes consid-
erable difficulty in withdrawing the same from
the holes 45 and 46 in the cap 43. To facilitate
the withdrawal of the casting from these holes
the walls of the opening 44 in mask 42 are formed
tapered as indicated at 56. The cap 45 and the
mask 42 are constructed with notches 55 similar
to the notches 54 whereby the said plates may
be' spread apart. Due to the taper on the walls
of the opening 44 the posts 30 and 31 are with-
drawn from the holes 45 and 46 instead of with-
drawing the die block 29 from the cavity in which
it was formed. When these posts have been com-
pletely disengaged from the mould the die block
29 may be withdrawn from the opening 44 of the
mask 42 by movement in the opposite direction.
In this manner the posts are formed cylindrical
throughout their extent whereby the same may
be readily headed or riveted to attach the die
block to the jaw of the marker.

The member 11 forms a facing for the jaw 16
of the marked by means of which injury to the
points 52 of pins 51 is prevented and by means
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of which the die elements may be caused to pen-
etrate into the skin the desired amount regard-
less of the irregularity of the structure upon which
the marking is to be performed. This member
comprises a mounting strip 57, Fig. 3, which is
of a width substantially equal to that of the fac~
ing 18 of body 16 and which is-of approximately
the same length as said jaw. This strip is cut
away at the corners thereof as indicated at 58 to
form ears 59 and 60 projecting from the strip
and of a width equal to the distance between the
walls 15 of the marker. Upon the mounting strip
57 is wrapped a sheet of resilient material such
as rubber which I have designated at 159 and
which is secured to the mounting strip through
two overlying parts 160 and 161 adapted to be
cemented or otherwise secured together. These
portions form a cushion against which the sharp-
ened point 52 of the pins 51 may contact when
the facing has been properly applied to the jaw
16. For the purpose of securing the facing to the
jaw the ears 59 and 60 are bent back as shown in
Fig. 1 to embrace the facing 18 of the jaw and to
securely hold the same attached thereto.

In the use of the invention, ink is applied
to the points 52 of the pins 51 and the member
of the animal to be marked is placed between
the two jaws 16 and 17. The handles 13 and 14 of
the marker are then brought together causing
the points 51 to penetrate through the outer skin
of the animal and to apply ink thereto. The
marker is then removed and the surplus ink
rubbed into the cavities formed in the skin. This
tattooes the animal in the customary manner
causing a permanent to be formed in the ani-
mal which cannot be removed except through
the removal of the skin itself. If desired, the
points 52 of the pins 51 may be caused to pass
completely through the web of the poultry when
the marker is used for marking poultry only.
In either case the ink becomes imbedded be-
neath the skin of the animal and leaves the de-
sired marking.

My improved marker is highly advantageous in
that an extremely simple and effective device
is provided which produces the desired results in
a positive and expeditious manner. The marker
can be constructed at a nominal cost and will
operate indefinitely. The die elements are secure-
ly held in place in the die block and once the
same are properly attached cannot be easily
loosened or removed. Once the marker has been
completed it is practically impossible to change
the die elements or to reconstruct the die to
produce markings other than those originally in-
tended. The facing may be easily replaced by
bending the ears of the mounting therefor and
another facing applied when the resilient ma-
terial forming the cushion thereof becomes in-
Jjured or worn, through repeated use of the mark-
er. With my improved invention only one hand
is necessary in the manipulation of the marker
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so that no assistant is required in the use of the
invention. The various parts of the invention are
securely attached to the jaws of the marker so
that danger of the parts becoming detached is
entirely prevented.

Changes in the specific form of my invention,
as herein disclosed, may be made within the
scope of what is claimed without departing from
the spirit of my invention.

Having described my invention, what I claim
as new and desire to protect by Letters Patent is:

1. A facing for animal markers consisting of a
pair of relatively movable jaws, one carrying die
elements, said facing comprising a mounting
strip, a cushion member secured to said mount-
ing strip, and ears formed on said mounting strip
for engagement with the other of the jaws of
the marker.

2. A facing for animal markers consisting of a
pair of relatively movable jaws, one carrying die
elements, said facing comprising a mounting
strip constructed of an elongated strip of flex-
ible material, a sheet of - resilient material
wrapped transversely about said mounting strip
and constructed with juxtaposed portions, said
sheet falling short of the ends of the strip to leave
ears projecting therefrom, said ears being bend-
able into engagement with the other of the jaws
of the marker. i

3. In an animal marker comprising a pair of
relatively movable jaws, one of said jaws being
constructed with spaced side portions and a face
portion extending between said side portions and
free at its ends, a facing comprising a mounting
strip constructed of flexible material, the ends
of said mounting strip being of a width to fit
between the side portions of said jaw, said ends
of the mounting strip being bent back over the
free ends of the face portion of the jaw and a
cushion attached to said mounting strip.

4. In an animal marker comprising a pair of
relatively movable jaws, one of said jaws being
constructed from sheet metal and being formed
with a face portion and with spaced parallel side
portions bent up from the sides of the face por-
tion and extending along the same, a block
mounted on said face portion, posts formed in-
tegral with said block and extending through said
face portion, and heads formed on said posts
and extending into the space between said side
portions and being protected thereby.

5. In an animal marker comprising a pair of
relatively movable jaws, one of said jaws being
constructed with a face, a facing comprising a
mounting strip, a cushion of resilient sheet ma-
terial wrapped about said mounting strip and at-
tached thereto, and means attached to said
mounting strip and engaging said jaw for hold-
ing the cushion against the face of the jaw with
the mounting strip substantially parallel with
the face of the jaw.

GORDON F. BOHMBACH.
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