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This invention relates generally to an improve 
ment in women's undergarments and in particular 
is directed to, and it is my principal object to pro 
wide, a device which when arranged in proper 
connection with an undergarment having shoul 
der straps, will maintain such straps under proper 
tension and in place to prevent slipping thereof. 
Another object of my invention is to provide a 

device of the character described which is flexibly 
arranged whereby to prevent binding of the shoul 
der straps of a garment and permit freedom of 
movement of the shoulders and arms of the 
wearer. The device is designed for the Wearer's 
ease and convenience and yet efficiently performs 
its intended and described function. 
A further object of the invention is to produce 

a simple and inexpensive device and yet One 
which will be exceedingly effective for the purpose 
for which it is designed. 
These objects I accomplish by means of such 

structure and relative arrangement of parts as 
Will fully appear by a perusal of the following 
Specification and claims. 
In the drawing similar characters of reference 

indicate corresponding parts in the several views: 
Figure 1 is a fragmentary perspective View of a 

slip or petticoat provided with my device and 
illustrating the garment as WOrn. 

Figure 2 is an enlarged, perspective view of the 
device, the garment to which it is attached being 
shown in dotted lines. 

Figure 3 is a cross section taken on line 3-3 of 
Fig. 1. 

Figure 4 is a cross section taken on line 4-4 of 
Fig. 1. 

Figure 5 is a fragmentary view of the device 
before attachment to a garment and illustrating 
the elastic portion which may be included if 
desired. m 

Figure 6 is a perspective view of a modified form 
of the invention and as used in connection. With a 
brassière. 

Figure 7 is an enlarged fragmentary view illus 
trating the connection between the string and 
shoulder straps in the form of the invention 
shown in Fig. 6. 

Figure 8 is a perspective view of the modified 
form of the invention as applied to the upper and 
back edge of a slip. 

Referring now more particularly to the charac 
ters of reference on the dra Wing, and at present 
particularly to the form of my invention as illus 
trated in Figs. 1 to 5 inclusive, the number findi 
cates a Woman's undergarment having shoulder 

(C. 2-113) 

straps 2 of tubular form and secured at their ends 
to the garment. 
The upper edges of the garment at the front and 

back and between the shoulder straps 2 are 
hemmed or faced as at 3 to form, in effect, narrow 
sleeves as shown in section in Fig. 4 of the draw 
ing. At each end these sleeves are arranged in 
communication with the tubular shoulder straps 
2 of the garment. 
A continuous ribbon or string 4, having an 

elastic portion 5 interposed therein if desired, is 
disposed in and extends through the continuous 
passageway or tube formed by the interconnected 
shoulder straps and sleeve portions. This endless 
ribbon or string is not secured to either the shoul 
der straps or sleeves and may shift back and forth 
Without restriction. The elastic portion 5 of the 
string, if used, is preferably disposed in the front 
sleeve 3 at a point centrally between the shoulder 
straps 2. The continuous string or ribbon A is 
knotted as at K, in order that the same may be 
untied and adjusted to proper tension for any 
particular - Wearer. Access to this knot is had 
through a buttonhole B. 

in use the device functions easily and efficiently 
to maintain the shoulder straps 2 in place on the 
shoulders of the Wearer of a garment having the 
device incorporated therein. When the Wearer's 
shoulders move up or down, the string 4 shifts in 
the endless passage or tube and elastic portion 5 
compensates for such movement maintaining the 
String 4 under continual tension with resulting 
maintenance of the tubular shoulder straps in place. 
The device may be easily included in Women's 

undergarments when manufactured or may be 
applied thereto after manufacture. The device 
may be used effectively with any undergarment 
having shoulder Straps such as slips, brassières, 
WestS and all other similar types of suitable gar 
ments. The device also may be used in connec 
tion with certain outer garments such as bathing 
Suits, Strap dresses and evening gowns. 
In the modified type of the invention shown in 

Figs. 6 and 7 the shoulder straps 2d of the gar 
ment a are of usual construction (either adjust 
able or non-adjustable) and need not be tubular. 
A length of ribbon or string 4a, having an elastic 
portion interposed therein, if desired, extends 
through sleeve 3d and out at each end thereof, 
the sleeve being open at each end as particularly 
shown in Fig. 7. The extending ends of the 
String are slidably disposed through loops L., se 
cured on the adjacent ends of shoulder straps 2d. 
and which ends are not connected to the garment. 
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After passing through the loops, the ends of the 
string are secured to the garment at a point below 
the loop. With this arrangement, string 4a may 
shift freely back and forth in Sleeve 3d. With the 
rise and fall of the wearer's shoulders. 
The embodiment of the invention shown in Fig. 

8 is the same as that shown in Figs. 6 and 7 except 
that it is here incorporated with the upper and 
back edge of a garment b having plain or adjust 
able shoulder straps 2b fixed to the front edge of 
the garment and free of the garment adjacent the 
back edge. Loops L., are secured to the free ends 
of the straps and the ends of string 4b which 
extend from sleeve 3b are slidably disposed 
through the loops and then connected to the gar 
ment in the manner shown. 
From the foregoing description it will be readily 

Seen that I have produced such a device as sub 
stantially fulfills the objects of the invention as 
set forth herein. 
While this specification sets forth in detail the 

present and preferred construction of the device, 
still in practice such deviations from such detail 
may be resorted to as do not form a departure 

2,125,744 
from the spirit of the invention, as defined by the 
appended claims. 

Having thus described my invention, what I 
claim as new and useful and desire to Secure by 
Letters Patent is: 

1. In a garnent having shoulder Straps, an 
open-ended sleeve formed along one upper edge of 
the garment between the shoulder straps, and a 
flexible element, initially having a certain slack 
therein, slidably disposed in the sleeve and extend 
ing beyond the open ends thereof to fixed con 
nection with the garment, the adjacent ends of 
the shoulder straps being free of the garment and 
slidably secured in connection with the extending 
portions of the element between the sleeve ends 
and the fixed ends of the element; the slack in the 
element forming loops beyond the ends of the 
sleeve when the garment is worn and whereby the 
effective length of one shoulder strap may be 
increased and at the same time proportionately 
decrease the effective length of the other strap. 

2. A device as in claim 1 including an elastic 
portion interposed in Said flexible element. 

GLADYS M. STUCKEY. 
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