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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
FRANK ZAGEL.MEYER, OF BAY CITY, MICHIGAN. 

CAMPING OUTEIT. 

1,304,440. specification of Letters Patent. Patented May 20, 1919. 
Application filed February 25, 1918. Serial No. 219,161. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, FRANK ZAGELMEYER, 

a citizen of the United States of America, 
residing at Bay City, in the county of Bay 
and State of Michigan, have invented cer 
tain new and useful Improvements in Camp 
ing Outfits, of which the following is a 
specification. 
The invention relates to a camping outfit. 
The object of the present invention is to 

provide a simple, practical and efficient 
camping outfit adapted to be readily adapt 
ed to any automobile and capable of being 
compactly folded so as not to presental 
clumsy appearance and adapted to be readily 
arranged for use. . 
A further object of the invention is to 

provide a camping outfit equipped with a 
tent, upper and lower foldable berths, a table 
and chairs and to enable the automobile to 
support one end of the tent and to permit. 
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the berths and the table to be readily op 
erated to permit either to be arranged for 
Se.. 
With these and other objects in view the 

invention consists in the novel construction and arrangment of parts hereinafter fully 
described and illustrated in the accompany 
ing drawings and pointed out in the claims. 
hereto appended, it being understood that 
various changes in the form, preparation 
and minor details of construction within the 
scope of the claims may be resorted to with 
out departing from the spirit or sacrificing 
any of the advantages of the invention. 
In the drawings:- 
Figure 1 is an isometric view of a portion 

of the camping outfit, the foldable berths 
being shown in an open position. 

Fig. 2 is a side elevation showing the out 
fit folded and attached to the rear of an 
automobile. 

Fig. 3 is a side view, the berths being 
folded and the table unfolded and arrange 
for use. Fig. 4 is a detail view illustrating the 
manner of folding the berths and the tent 
into the same for packing. Fig. 5 is a detail view illustrating the con 
struction of the mattress retaining means. Fig. 6 is a side elevation showing the tent 
pitched for camping. 

Fig. 7 is an end elevation of the same. 
Fig. 8 is a detail view of the ridge pole of 

is the tent showing the same extending fertise. 

Fig. 9 is a detail view illustrating the 
manner of folding the ridge pole. 

Like numerals of reference designate cor responding parts in the several figures of 
the drawings. . - . . . 
In the accompanying drawings in which is 

illustrated the preferred embodiment of the 
invention, the camping outfit comprises in 
its construction a casing 2 having tapered 
side walls and designed to be attached to 
the body. 1 of an automobile by upper and 
lower members 3 and 4, the lower member 
4 being preferably connected to the springs or 
other Suitable portion of the vehicle at the 
lower portion thereof and the top member 
3 being suitably secured at the upper por 
tion of the rear end of the body1. The 
upper and lower arms or members 3 and 4 
are horizontally arranged and they may be 
attached to the case 2 in any desired manner. 
Attached to the upper portion of the case 2. 
are inclined supporting arms or members 6 diverging upwardly, preferably consisting 
of straps or braces, and adapted to serve as a 
support for the forward portion of the top 
of a tent 7 tacked or otherwise secured to the 
casing or support 2 at the top, bottom and 
sides as shown whereby the automobile is 
adapted to form a support for the forward 
end of the tent. 
The central and back portion of the tent 

are supported by adjustable poles 8 prefer 
ably pointed at the top to fit any suitable 
gromets in the tent and composed of upper 
and lower relatively adjustable or telescopic 
sections provided with suitable means for 
securing them in their adjustment for en 
abling the poles to be lengthened and short 
ened as required. - - 
The central portion of the tent is sup 

ported at the top by a ridge pole 9 com 
posed of two bars or members pivotally con 
nected at one end at 9 to enable them to be 
folded as illustrated in Fig. 9 of the draw 
ings and also to be arranged at an angle of 
inclination as shown in Fig. 8 for support 
ing the top of the tent. The ridge pole is 
provided with a pin or projection 10 for 
engaging the canvas or other material of the 
top of the tent and the said bars or sections 9 
of the ridge pole are tapered at their outer 
or free ends and are provided thereat with 
plates or pieces 11 having openings 12 and 
13, The openings 12 are adapted to receive 
the painted tippe ends if the adjacent poles 
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8 to enable the said plates or members to fit 
over the said upper ends of the poles 8 and 
connect the ridge pole or support with the 
same and the other opening 13 receive a flexi 
ble connection 18 consisting of a cable or 
the like and adapted to connect the lower 
ends of the bars or sections 9 of the ridge 
pole and form a tie-member to limit the out 
ward movement of the same. The detach 
able connection of the bars or members of 
the ridge pole with the side poles 8 and the 
top of the tent will enable the ridge pole or 
support to be relatively placed in operative 
position and remoyed therefrom and folded 
when pitching and folding the tent. 
The tent is also provided at opposite sides 

with windows 14 designed to be covered with 
suitable material and adapted to permit a 
free circulation of. air through the tent so 
that perfect ventilation of the same will be 
afforded. The flap or outlet of the tent is 
located at the rear thereof and bracing or 
guy ropes 15 are connected with and extend 
outwardly from the rear end of the tent as 
clearly shown in Fig. 6 of the drawings. 
The ropes 15 are connected with the top of 
the tent adjacent to the rear poles 8 to a flap 
17 and they are secured at their lower ends 
to suitable ground stakes 16 in the usual 
ae. 

7 of canvas or other material of which the 
tent is constructed so that the tent Will be 
proof against insects and flies which ordi 
narily gain access to the common form of 
tents. 
The camping outfit is equipped with up 

per and lowerberths 19 and 19" constructed substantially the same and composed of sides 
21 and suitable transverse connecting bal's Or. 
members. The sides which taper from the 
center to the ends are split centrally to form 
two sections and are hinged together at their 
upper edges by suitable hinges 20° and 20 
and when they are extended and arranged 
for use as illustrated in Fig. 1 of the draw-. 
ings, their upper edges are horizontal and 
are arranged in alinement while their lower 
edges are oppositely inclined. The side bars 
or members of the lower berth are connected 
by suitable hinges 20 to the case 2 at the 
lower ends or opposite sides thereof and the 
inner ends of the side bars or members of 
the upper berth are connected with the case 
2 at the inner faces of the side walls there 
of and adjacent to the top of the same by 
suitable hinges 34. This construction will 
permit the upper berth to fold downwardly 
and inwardly into the case 2 and the lower 
berth to fold inwardly and upwardly con 
tiguous to the upper berth, the tent being 
folded and received between the upper, and, 
lower berths as illustrated in Fig. 4 of the 
drawings. The berths are equipped with 
springs 25 suitably attached to the side mem 
bers and the transverse connecting members. 

The tent is provided with a floor. 
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which are located at the ends of the berths. 
The oppositely tapered side bars or members 
of the berths provide a strong construction 
and the upper berth is supported by foldable 
inclined braces 28 located at opposite sides 
of the berths and pivotally connected at their 
lower ends at 27 to the inner faces of the 
side bars or members of the lower berth and 
having their upper ends detachably fitted in 
recesses or pockets 23 of the transverse con 
necting bar 23 of the upper, berth. The 
lower ends of the braces 28 which extend 
upWardly and inwardly are carried by the 
outer sections of the side bars or members 
of the lower berth and are foldable between 
the same. When not in use. The lower berth 
is also equipped with supporting legs 29 piv 
oted at their upper ends at 26 to the side 
bars, or members of the lower berth at the 
outer ends of the inner sections of the said 
side bars or members and connected by 
transverse bars. 31. The pivoted legs are 
located centrally below the lower berth when 
they are arranged for use, and they are pro 
vided with suitable means such as a hook 
and eye for securing them in their, folded 
position against the inner sections of the side 
bars. or members of the lower berth. The 
berths are also provided with hooks, and 
eyes for securing them in their folded posi 
tion as shown in Fig. 3 of the drawings and 
in order. to hold the mattress and bed cloth 
ing of the lower berth in proper position the 
said lower berth is equipped with a yoke or 
member 32 extending across the central por 
tion of the berth and provided with sides or 
arms 83 having perforations 33° and con 
structed of metal or other suitable resilient 
material to enable them to be readily, sprung 
into and out of engagement with the pintles 
of the hinges of the sections of the side bars 
or members of the lower berth. 
retain the mattress and bed clothing in 
proper position as illustrated in dotted lines 
in Fig. 4 of the drawings, The manner in 
which the mattress and bed clothing of the 
upper berth are folded renders, it unneces 
sary to provide a similar yoke or retaining. 
member for holding the said mattress. and 
bed clothing of the upper berth in their 
folded position. The lower berth is also 
equipped with a table 35 hinged at 36 to the 
inner end connecting bar or member 22 of the 
lower berth, and held in its supported posi 
tion at its other end by means of suitable 
latches, or catches 37 carried by the central 
transverse connecting bar or member 23. 
The foldable table is equipped with folding: 
legs 38, and is also provided with cross mem 
bers, 38° between which are adapted to be. 
placed, camp chairs. 39 when in their folded 
position, said camp chairs being retained in 
place by suitable clips. The table 35 which 
ishinged or piyoted at its inner end to the 
inner end of the lower, berth, is adapted to 
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be readily swung downward to a horizontal 
position from the lower berth when the lat 
ter is folded as illustrated in Fig. 3 of the 
drawings, and when it is desired to lower the 
berths the table is swung upward to its fold 
ed position and is secured therein prior to 
lowering the berths and it does not inter 
fere with the operation of the latter. 

It will therefore be seen that the camping 
outfit which is very compact and light in 
weight can be easily and quickly assembled, 
and can be readily attached to an automobile 
and that the two berths compactly fold 
against the case or support and open in 
wardly into the tent. 
What I claim is: 
1. A camping outfit including a case de 

signed to be mounted on an automobile or 
other vehicle and upper and lower berths 
hinged to the case, the upper berth being 
foldable inwardly and downwardly and the 
lower berth being foldable inwardly and 
upwardly. 

2. A camping outfit including a case de 
signed to be mounted on an automobile or 
other vehicle and upper and lower berths 
having side bars or membershinged at the in 
ner ends to the case and composed of inner 
and outer sections hinged together at their 
upper edges and the upper berth being ar 
ranged to fold inwardly and downwardly 
and the lowerberth inwardly and upwardly 
into overlapping relation. 

3. A camping outfit including a case de 
signed to be mounted on an automobile or 
other vehicle and upper and lower berths 
having side bars or members hinged at the 
inner ends to the case and composed of 
inner and outer sections hinged together at 
their upper edges and the upperberth being 
arranged to fold inwardly and downwardly 
and the lower berth inwardly and upwardly 
into overlapping relation, and foldable 
braces pivotally connected with the outer 
section of the lower berth and extending up 
wardly to and arranged to support the inner 
section of the upper berth. 

4. A camping outfit including a case de 
signed to be mounted on an automobile or 
other vehicle and upper and lower berths 
having side bars or members hinged at the 
inner ends to the case and composed of 
inner and Outer sections hinged together at 
their upper edges and the upper berth being 
arranged to fold inwardly and downwardly 
and the lowerberth inwardly and upwardly 
into overlapping relation, foldable legs sup 
porting the lower berth and foldable braces 

extending from the lower berth to the upper 
berth and carried by one of the said berths. 

5. The combination of a folding berth 
composed of inner and outer sections, hinged 
together, and a transversely disposed retain 
ing device extending across the berth and 
connected with the same at the hinged ends 
of the sections and adapted to hold the bed 
clothing and springs and prevent the same 
from bulging at the bend formed by the 
folding of the berth. 

6. The combination of a folding berth 
composed of inner and outer sections, hinged 
together and a transversely disposed spring 
retaining device consisting of a yoke ex 
tending across the berth at the hinged ends 
of the sections thereof and connected with 
the said ends and arranged to hold the bed 
clothing in the bend formed by the folding 
of the said sections, whereby the bed cloth 
ing is prevented from bulging at the hinged 
ends of the sections and interfering with the 
folding of the berth. 

7. The combination of a folding berth 
composed of inner and outer sectionshinged 
together, a transversely disposed spring re 
taining device consisting of a yoke extend 
ing across the berth and provided at oppo 
site sides with resilient arms detachably en 
gaging the said sections, and adapted to 
spring in and out of engagement with the 
same, said yoke being arranged to hold the 
bed clothes and prevent the same from bulg 
ing at the bend formed by folding the sec 
tions of the berth. 

8. A camping outfit including a case hav 
ing tapered side walls and upper and lower 
berths hinged to the case at the upper and 
lower portions thereof and provided with 
oppositely tapered side bars or members 
divided intermediate of their ends and 
hinged together to permit the berths to fold 
with relation to the case. 

9. A camping outfit including a support 
designed to be mounted on an automobile or 
other vehicle, upper and lowerberthshinged 
to the support one above the other, the upper 
berth being foldable downwardly and the 
lower berth being foldable upwardly. 

10. A camping outfit including a support 
designed to be mounted on an automobile or 
other vehicle, upper and lower berthshinged 
to the support one above the other, said 
berths being composed of hinged sections 
and foldable inwardly one over the other. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature. 

FRANK ZAGEL.MEYER. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D.C.' 
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