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This invention relates generally to supporting devices 
which serve as means for supporting a bucket, pail, paint 
pot or other similar article, and more particularly it re 
lates to a paint can supporting attachment for ladders 
which includes a novel anchoring bracket. 

While devices of the general character described 
herein have previously been known, the present invention 
comprehends a paint can supporting attachment for 
ladders which constitutes an improvement thereupon, 
both as to efficiency derived from the structural differ 
ences and the simplicity of its construction, as well as the 
economy with which it may be produced. 
An important object of this invention is the provision 

of a paint can supporting attachment for ladders which 
imay be easily and securely but removably attached to a 
ladder at a pre-selected height in a manner so as to en 
gage one of the side rails of the ladder and also engage 
one of the rungs thereof while maintaining the pan por 
tion of the supporting attachment disposed at one side 
of the ladder so as to not interfere or provide an incum 
brance to movement up and down the ladder. 

Another object of this invention is the provision of a 
paint can supporting attachment for ladders which is 
adapted for attachment to either the right or left side rail 
of the ladder, and which also includes anchoring means 
for preventing the attachment from being accidentally 
displaced. 

Another object of this invention is the provision of a 
paint can supporting attachment for ladders which in 
cludes a knife edge formed on a portion thereof adapted 
to engage the outer side surface of the ladder side rail so 
as to add additional stability to the supporting attach 
ment. 
Other objects of this invention reside in the provision 

of a paint can supporting, attachment for ladders which 
may be attached to a ladder with a minimum expenditure 
of time and labor and without the use of other tools and 
equipment, and which provides satisfactory performance 
of its objects and purposes. 
The above and still further objects and advantages of 

this invention will become apparent from a consideration 
of the following detailed specification, appended claims 
and attached drawings. 

Referring to the drawings, wherein like reference char 
acters indicate like parts or elements throughout the sev 
eral views: 

FIG. 1 is a view in front elevation of this invention 
and showing the same attached to a ladder; 

FIG. 2 is a view in top plan thereof; 
FIG. 3 is a view in side elevation as seen generally 

from left to right of FIG. 1, and illustrating by full and 
broken lines different angular positions of the ladder, and 
also showing that the supporting attachment may be gen 
erally horizontally positioned without regard to the an 
gular position of the ladder; 

FIG. 4 is a view in section taken on the line 4-4 of 
FIG. 1, and showing by full lines the initial step in re 
moval of the attachment from the ladder and by dotted 
lines another step in the removal thereof; and 

FIG. 5 is a view in section taken on the line 5-5 of 
F.G. 1. 
With continuing reference to the drawings, a portion of 

a ladder is shown therein, the same being represented by 
the reference numeral 1. The ladder 1 comprises a pair 
of spaced generally parallel side rails 2 and a plurality 
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15 and a rear part 16. 

2 
of spaced generally parallel rungs 3 extending between 
the side rails 2. The paint can supporting attachment 
according to this invention is represented generally by 
the reference numeral 4, the same comprising a basket or 
pan 5 having a bottom wall 6 and an upturned annular 
side wall 7. The basket or pan 5 is usually referred to 
herein as a shallow pan, although the same may obvi 
ously take several forms and dimensions. The shallow 
pan 5 further comprises an annular band 8 secured to 
the outer side surface of the pan side wall 7. The par 
ticular configuration of the shallow pan 5 is not a particu 
lar feature of this invention, and it should be under 
stood that the pan 5 may be constructed in accordance 
with economy of manufacture and strength of the product. 
The paint can supporting attachment 4 further com 

prises an anchoring bracket, represented generally by 
the reference numeral 9. The anchoring bracket 9 is 
rigidly secured to the shallow pan 5 and projects generally 
laterally outwardly therefrom, as shown particularly in 
FIGS. 1 and 2, and the anchoring bracket 9 is so ar 
ranged and adapted for removable attachment to the 
ladder 1 so as to dispose the shallow pan 5 in a gen 
erally horizontal position at the side of the ladder 1. 
The anchoring bracket 9 may be formed from a length of 
bar stock, such as a metallic rod or strap material, which 
is so bent and formed in the manner shown and described 
herein. 
The anchoring bracket 9 comprises a generally angle 

shaped connecting portion 10 one end 11 of which is 
rigidly secured, as by welding, to the outer side surface 
of the annular band 8 of the shallow pan 5 and projects 
in a generally radially extending direction with respect 
thereto. As shown particularly in FIGS. 1 and 3, the 
other end of the angle-shaped connecting portion 10 
projects generally outwardly and upwardly from the pan 
5. The angle-shaped connecting portion 10 defines a 
generally vertically extending arcuate knife edge 12 dis 
posed for piercing engagement with the outer side sur 
face of the ladder side rail 2, as shown particularly in 
FIG. 5, and as will be more particularly described here 
inafter. The anchoring bracket 9 further comprises a 
generally U-shaped intermediate portion 13, shown par 
ticularly in FIG. 2, having a side part 14 rigidly con 
nected to the connecting portion 10, another side part 

It is noted that the U-shaped 
intermediate portion 13 lies in a plane which is generally 
normal to the plane of the connecting portion 10 and 
which also forms an acute angle with the plane of the 
bottom wall 6 of the shallow pan 5. As shown particu 
larly in FIGS. 1 and 2, the intermediate portion 13 of 
the anchoring bracket 9 is adapted to partially encompass 
one of the side rails 2 of the ladder 1. 
The anchoring bracket 9 further includes a depending 

hook portion 17 rigidly secured to the side part 15 of the 
U-shaped intermediate portion 13 and adapted to engage 
one of the rungs 3 of the ladder 1. As shown particu 
larly in FIG. 4, the depending hook portion 17 comprises 
a generally vertical part 18 secured to the side part 15 
of the intermediate portion 13 and a lateral part 19 
which projects outwardly from the vertical part 15 in 
spaced but general parallelism with the side part 15 of 
the intermediate portion 13. 
A particular feature of this novel paint can supporting 

attachment is shown particularly in FIG. 3, wherein the 
ladder 4 is shown in various angular positions with re 
spect to the vertical, and wherein it is noted that the sup 
porting attachment 4 may be adjusted for disposition 
with respect to the ladder 1 so that the pan 5 of the at 
tachment 4 will be horizontal without regard to the an 
gular position of the ladder 1. Another feature of this 
invention is that the supporting attachment 4 may be at 
tached to either of the side rails 2 of the ladder, and when 
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the same is attached to the left side rail, as shown particul 
larly in FIGS. 1 and 2, the intermediate portion 13 of 
the anchoring bracket 9 is placed into position from the 
rear of the ladder 1, whereas when the anchoring bracket 
4 is to be attached to the right side rail 2 of the ladder 
1, the intermediate portion 13 of the anchoring bracket 
9 is moved into position from the front of the ladder 1. 

FIG. 4 illustrates the movement of the supporting at 
tachment 4 necessary to attach or remove the Supporting 
attachment 4 from the ladder 1. Initially, the supporting 
attachment 4 is positioned relative to the side rail. 2. So 
that the U-shaped intermediate portion 13 of the anchor 
ing bracket 9 encompasses the side rail 2, which is the 
position shown by dotted lines in FIG. 4. Then, the 
supporting attachment 4 is swung or tilted downwardly 
and then rearwardly to the position shown by full lines 
in FIG. 4 wherein the depending hook portion 17 par 
tially encompasses the ladder rung 3. Then, the support 
ing attachment 4 is tilted downwardly to the position 
shown in FIG. 1 wherein the plane of the pan 5 is gen 
erally parallel with the ladder rung 3 and wherein the 
knife edge 12 of the connecting portion 10 is pierced 
slightly into the side rail 2 of the ladder, as shown par 
ticularly in FIG. 5. Of course, the supporting attach 
ment 4 is further adjusted with respect to the angular 
position of the ladder so that the pan 5 will be generally 
horizontal, this being illustrated in FIG. 3. When it is 
desired to remove the supporting attachment 4 from 
the ladder 1, it will be understood that the order of the 
above described steps will of course be reversed. 
This invention has been thoroughly tested and found 

to be completely satisfactory for the accomplishment of 
the above objects; and while I have shown and described 
above a preferred embodiment thereof in which the prin 
ciples of the present invention have been incorporated, I 
wish to be specifically understood that the same may be 
modified without departure from the scope and spirit of 
the appended claims. 
What I claim is: 
1. A paint can supporting attachment for ladders of 

the type having spaced side rails and a plurality of spaced 
rungs extending between the side rails, said supporting at 
tachment comprising: 

(a) a pan, and 
(b) an anchoring bracket rigidly secured to said pan 
and projecting generally laterally outwardly there 
from, said anchoring bracket being adapted for re 
movable attachment to the ladder so as to dispose 
said pan in a generally horizontal position at the 
side of the ladder, said anchoring bracket compris 
ling: 

(1) a generally angle-shaped connecting portion 
one end of which is secured to said pan and the 
other end of which projects generally outwardly 
and upwardly from said pan, 
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(2) said angle-shaped connecting portion defining 
a generally vertically extending knife edge dis 
posed for engagement with the outer side Sur 
face of the side rail of a ladder, 

(3) a generally horizontally disposed generally 
U-shaped intermediate portion one side of 
which is rigidly secured to said angle-shaped 
connecting portion, said U-shaped intermediate 
portion being adapted to partially encompass 
one of the side rails of a ladder, and 

(4) a depending hook portion rigidly secured to 
the outer side of said U-shaped intermediate 
portion and adapted to engage a rung of the 
ladder. 

2. A paint can supporting attachment for ladders of 
the type having spaced side rails and a plurality of spaced 
rungs extending between the side rails, said supporting 
attachment comprising: 

(a) a pan, and 
(b) an anchoring bracket rigidly secured to said pan 
and projecting generally laterally outwardly there 
from, said anchoring bracket being adapted for 
removable attachment to the ladder so as to dispose 
said pan in a generally horizontal position at the 
side of the ladder, said anchoring bracket being 
formed from a length of bar stock bent and arranged 
as to comprise: 

f(1) a generally angle-shaped connecting portion 
one end of which is secured to said pan and the 
other end of which projects generally outwardly 
and upwardly from said pan, 

(2) said angle-shaped connecting portion defining 
a generally vertically extending knife edge dis 
posed for engagement with the outer side sur 
face of the ladder side rail, 

(3) a generally U-shaped intermediate portion one 
side of which is rigidly secured to said angle 
shaped connecting portion, said U-shaped inter 
mediate portion lying in a plane which forms an 
acute angle with the plane of said pan, said U 
shaped intermediate portion being adapted to 
partially encompass one of the side rails of a 
ladder, and 

(4) a depending hook portion rigidly secured to 
the other side of said U-shaped intermediate 
portion and adapted to engage a Tung of the 
ladders. 
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