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□ Claims Nos.:
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

Claims Nos.: ± / - ±
because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such
an extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/210

□ Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. Ill Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

see addi t i onal sheet

1. As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2 . I IAs all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees.

As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
' ' only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos. :

No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos. :

1-7

Remark on Protest The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest and, where applicable, the
' ' payment of a protest fee.
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I INo protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/ 210

Thi s Internati onal Searchi ng Authori t y found mul t i pl e (groups of)
i nventi ons i n thi s i nternati onal appl i cati on , as fol l ows :

1. cl aims : 1-7

Method for repai r i ng defects accordi ng t o cl aim 1

2. cl aims : 8-20

Composi t i on accordi ng t o cl aim 8.
Repai red opti cal substrate accordi ng t o cl aim 16.
Opti cal medi um repai r system accordi ng t o cl aim 20
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/ 210

Conti nuati on of Box I I .

Cl aims Nos . : 17-19

Present c l aims 17-18 encompasses products defi ned by a qual i t y factor
desi red t o be achi eved, contrary t o the requi rements of c l ari t y of
Arti c l e 6 PCT, because the resul t-to-be-achi eved type of defi ni t i on does
not al l ow the scope of the cl aim t o be ascertai ned. The fact that any
compound coul d be screened does not overcome thi s objecti on , as the
ski l l ed person woul d not have knowl edge beforehand as t o whether i t woul d
fal l wi thi n the scope cl aimed. Undue experimentati on woul d be requi red t o
screen compounds randomly. The scope of present c l aim 19 i s about the use
of an opti cal medi um such as CDs or DVDs i n thei r normal i ntended use.
The purpose of a repai r operati on i s t o be abl e t o reuse an object i n i t s
i ntended use, so even i f repai r has occurred thi s ki nd of use appears
normal and the scope therefore appears uncl ear and does not meet the
requi rements of Arti c l e 6 PCT. The non-compl i ance wi t h the substanti ve
provi si ons i s t o such an extent that no meani ngful search of c l aim 17-19
can be carri ed out at al l (Arti c l e 17 (2) PCT) , not taki ng i nto account
that they are a part of a non-searched subject due t o non-uni ty.

The appl i cant ' s attenti on i s drawn t o the fact that c l aims rel ati ng t o
i nventi ons i n respect of whi ch no i nternati onal search report has been
establ i shed need not be the subject of an i nternati onal prel imi nary
exami nati on (Rul e 66. 1(e) PCT) . The appl i cant i s advi sed that the EPO

pol i cy when acti ng as an Internati onal Prel imi nary Exami ni ng Authori t y i s
normal l y not t o carry out a prel imi nary exami nati on on matter whi ch has
not been searched. Thi s i s the case i rrespecti ve of whether or not the
cl aims are amended fol l owi ng recei pt of the search report or duri ng any
Chapter I I procedure. I f the appl i cati on proceeds i nto the regi onal phase
before the EPO, the appl i cant i s remi nded that a search may be carri ed
out duri ng exami nati on before the EPO (see EPO Gui del i nes C-IV, 7 .2) ,
shoul d the probl ems whi ch l ed t o the Arti c l e 17 (2) decl arati on be
overcome.
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