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UNITED STATES PATENT office 
BRICK suPPoRT 

David A. Wallace and Eugene Wallace, Detroit, 
David A. Wallace 

The present invention pertains to means for 
attaching bricks. Orifacing elements to the walls 
or supports of a building structure. - 
The primary object of the present invention is 

to provide a structure wherein bricks or other 
facing elements are held in position with respect 
to a pre-formed wall or support by frictional re 
sistance induced by inserting the bricks or fac 
ling elements into resilient members made pref 
erably of flexible steel and having openings: for 
the reception of the bricks or facing elements 
which before insertion of the bricks or facing ele 
ments. are of smaller width than such elements. 
The natural tendency of the resilient members 
to spring back to their original form sets up a 
frictional condition wherein the bricks, or facing 
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elements are firmly held. The friction, obviously, 
will vary with the resiliency of the material used 
and also according to surface conditions of the 
elements: being held. However, in the case of 
bricks or like facing elements having a rough 

I surface cold rolled low carbon steel or high cars .. 
bon steel tempered may be used with the amount 
of actual springing not exceeding a very small 
fraction of an inch and with the lineal contact 
'between the resilient members and the bricks 
amounting to only a Small fraction of the length 
of the brick. . . . . . . . . 

Another object of the present invention is to 
provide clip-like brick supporting elements, each 
set of which is adapted to separately engage and 
support: a brick, and the several sets of clip-like 
elements being integrally united in strip form so 
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that they may be secured to a preformed. Wall of 
building support as a single unit. In addition to 
facilitating handling and assembly of the clip 
like elements this feature positively maintains 
the elements in proper spaced relation for the - 
subsequent reception of the bricks. From an 
economical standpoint the present-structure has 

... the advantage-over our co-pending application, 
Serial No. 67,481, filed March 6, 1936, wherein 
individual clips are preformed and subsequently 
secured to strips or supports in that less metal 
is required, several assembly steps are eliminated, 
and several machine operations are avoided. 
This invention, therefore, constitutes an im 
provement in some respects on the invention dis 
closed in the application: referred to. 
With the above and other ends in view the in 

vention is more fully disclosed with reference to 
the accompanying drawing, in which 

Figure 1 is a fragmental elevation of a wall 
assembly; 

Mich.; said Eugene Wallace assignor to said 

Application March 20, 1936, Serial No. 69,904 
11 Claims. (Cl. 72-19) 

Fig. 2 is a section taken on the line 2-2 of 
Fig. 1; 

Figs, 3 and 4 are elevations of a strip with the 
resilient securing means thereon; . 

Fig. 5 is an elevation of a strip illustrating an 
other formation of the securing means; 

Fig. 6 is a longitudinal section thereof; 
Fig. 7 is an elevation illustrating a double 

acting securing means attached to the strip, and 
Fig. 8 is a side elevation thereof. 

... Like characters of reference are employed 
throughout to designate corresponding parts. 

: Referring more particularly to Figs. and 2 
the numeral designates a Wall having a plu 
rality of spaced apart strips 2-secured thereto, the 
securing means comprising nails 3 which are 
driven through preformed apertures in the strips 
2 and into the wall . Formed integral With the 
strips 2 are pairs of flexible arms, 4 having in 
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wardly bent portions 5 frictionally engaging ad 
jacent surfaces of bricks, or facing elements. 6. 
Each arm 4 has a portion 7 spaced from the 
normal plane of its respective strip 2 and these 
sportions: 7 provide seats for the bricks 6. The 
inwardly bent portions 5 are supported by the 
arms. 4, prior to insertion of the bricks 6, in a 
position where the space between pairs of the 
same is slightly less than the width of the brick 
so that when the bricks are inserted there 
between the arms 4 are flexed outWardly. The 
strips 2 and the integral formations thereon are 
formed of Spring metal so that the natural 
tendency of the arms to spring back to their orig 
inal position after the insertion of the bricks 
sets up a friction condition which firmly holds 
the bricks against the seat formations. 

: In order to facilitate the insertion of the bricks 
the inwardly bent portions 5 are disposed with 
their outer surfaces oblique to the plane of the 
strips. 2. Thus the oblique outer surfaces per 
mit the insertion of the bricks quite readily. In 
addition, the angularity of the portions 5 places 
them oblique to a plane normal to the Surface of 
the brick they engage so that a sharp corner 
thereof engages the brick, and this feature aug 
ments the frictional holding function. 
After the bricks are assembled as above de 

scribed the spaces or voids between the same 
are filled with mortar, or in some cases an as 
phaltic material. Whatever material is used has 
a tendency to run down slightly into the spaces be-, 
tween the bricks and the surface of the wall . 
It will thus be seen that the seating formations 
7 are important in that by spacing the bricks 
from the Wall the Subsequent insertion of mor 
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tar or cement between the bricks results in the 
formation of a dead air pocket behind each brick. 
Dead air is known to have high insulating quali 
ties, but in the event that structures are SO 
formed that this dead air does not provide Suf 
ficient insulation a separate insulating material 
may be used. Inasmuch as the application of a 
separate insulating material is shown in Our 
co-pending application Serial No. 67,481, above 
referred to, the showing has not been duplicated 
here. 
Referring to Figs. 3 and 4, there is illustrated 

a strip to similar to that described above, illus 
trating however, a different proportional ar 
rangement. The strip C has portions along its 
sides cut away as indicated at to provide pairs 
of arms 2. The arms 2 have integral inwardly 
bent portions 3 adapted for engagement with 
bricks or other facing elements. The arms 2 
are integrally connected with the strip O by 
portions & which extend parallel to the strip 

and which constitute Seats for bricks which 
are subsequently inserted between pairs of the 
inwardly bent portions f3. The strip 0 has aper 
tures 5 symmetrically arranged between adja 
cent sets of retainers 3 for receiving securing 
elements. The particular location of the aper 
tures 5 is important in view of the fact that in 
order to provide for a frictional holding action 
by the retainer portions i3 which are normally 
Spaced apart a distance less than the Width of 
a brick it is necessary to secure the strip to a 
Support in such manner that it will not buckle 
and permit the retainers 3 to spread apart. By 
Subsequently Securing the strip to to a support 
by inserting securing elements through the aper 
tures 5 the portion of the strip between the cut 
OutS is held rigid so that the flexing neces 
Sary to permit insertion of the bricks takes place 
in the arms 2. By forming the unit of metal 
having a predetermined gauge and known re 
Siliency any desired degree of resilient pressure 
may be provided. 

In the form shown in Figs. 5 and 6 the strip 20 
is severed in Such manner as to form integrally 
united struck up portions which are subsequently 
bent to form a seat formation 2 f, resiliently flex 
ible arms 22 and integral inwardly bent brick 
retainer portions 23. The openings 24 resulting 
from the formations above described are spaced 
inWardly from the sides of the strip, and are also 
Spaced one from another as indicated by the Web 
portion 25 disposed intermediate each pair of re 
tainers 23. The web portions 25 are each pro 
Wided With an aperture 26 through which nails 
or other Securing elements are subsequently 
driven to secure the strip to a support. These 
curing elements are thus located with respect 
to the retainers so as to prevent buckling of the 
Strip by insertion of bricks between the retainers 
23 which have a width greater than the normal 
Spacing of the retainers. 
The Strips illustrated at 2 and 0 each have 

a pair of retainers in side by side relation, the 
retainers being formed integral with the strip 
and being capable of engaging surfaces which are 
not in direct alignment. This feature permits 
the adjacent retainers to adapt themselves to 
brickS or facing elements having irregular sur 
faces. As illustrated in Figs. 7 and 8, this same 
function may be duplicated by a clip which is 
formed separately from the strip and subsequent 
ly secured thereto. As shown in these views the 
strip 30 has a clip 3 secured thereto by rivets 
or equivalent Securing means 32. Each clip has 
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bifurcated arms 33 with retainer portions 34 bent 
outwardly thereof. In a wall assembly a Series 
of clips 3 are secured to the Strip in spaced 
apart relation and the bricks are subsequently 
inserted between adjacent pairs of clips. The 
bifurcated arms 33 support the retainers 34 in 
such manner that they may adapt themselves in 
dependently to surface irregularities on the 
brickS. 
Although a specific embodiment of the inven 

tion has been illustrated and described it will 
be understood that various changes may be made 
Within the Scope of the appended claims with 
out departing from the Spirit of the invention, 
and Such changes are contemplated. 
What we claim is:- 
l. A device adapted for supporting bricks com 

prising a metal blank of strip form, said strip 
being Severed and having the severed portions 
bent from the plane of the strip and extending 
substantially normal to the plane of the strip, 
the extremities of the severed portions being bent 
inwardly whereby the edges thereof provide re 
tainers for the reception of facing elements, said 
Severed portions and retainers being resiliently 
flexible, and said retainers being spaced apart a 
normal distance less than the width of the bricks 
they are adapted to receive. 

2. A device adapted for supporting bricks 
comprising a metal blank of strip form, said strip 
being severed and having the severed portions 
bent from the plane of the strip and extending 
substantially normal to the plane of the strip, 
and knife-like retainers on the extremities of 
said bent portions, said. Severed portions and re 
tainers being resiliently flexible, and said re 
tainers being Spaced apart a normal distance less 
than the width of the bricks they are adapted 
to receive. - 

3. A device of the character described com 
prising a metal blank of strip form, said strip 
being severed and having the severed portions 
bent from the plane of the strip and extending 
substantially normal to the plane of the strip, 
the extremities of the severed portions being bent 
inwardly to provide retainers for the reception 
of facing elements, said inwardly bent portions 
being disposed oblique to the plane of said strip. 

4. A device of the character described con 
prising a metal blank of strip form, said strip be 
ing severed and having the severed portions 
thereof bent from the plane of the strip, said 
severed portions being bent in such manner as 
to provide spacer elements off-set from the plane 
of the Strip, flexible arms disposed outwardly of 
the spacer elements, and retainers on the ends of 
Said arms. 

5. In a device of the character described, a 
metal blank of strip form having severed por 
tions, the Said severed portions being bent out 
wardly of the plane of the strip and forming 
pairs of resiliently flexible arms, the ends of 
said arms being bent to present knife-like edges 
adapted to frictionally engage facing elements. 

6. In a device of the character described, a 
metal blank of strip form having severed por 
tions, the Said severed portions being bent out 
wardly of the plane of the strip and forming 
pairs of resiliently flexible arms adapted to fric 
tionally engage facing elements, and spacer ele 
ments between pairs of said arms and off-set 
from the plane of Said strip. 

7. In a device of the character described, a 
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tions, the said severed portions being bent out 
wardly of the plane of the strip and forming 
pairs of resiliently flexible arms adapted to fric 
tionally engage facing elements, said strip having 
means located between the pairs of arms adapted 
for engagement by facing elements inserted 
therebetween for limiting the depth of insertion 
of the facing elements. 

8. In a device of the character described, a 
metal blank of strip form, said blank being sev 
ered and having the severed portions bent to re 
spectively form runs extending parallel to the 
strip and in a plane off-set from the plane of the 
strip, runs extending substantially normal to the 
plane of said strip, and runs extending at an 
angle to Said last named runs. 

9. In a device of the character described, a 
metal blank of strip form, said blank being sev 
ered and having the severed portions bent to re 
spectively form runs extending parallel to the 
strip and in a plane off-set from the plane of the 
strip, runs extending Substantially normal to the 
plane of said strip, and runs extending at an 
angle to said last named runs, the said blank 

being formed of spring metal whereby to embody 
resiliency in all of Said runs. 

10. In a device of the character described, a 
metal blank of strip form, said strip having 
severed portions at the Sides thereof providing 
pairs of Spaced apart arms, the arms of each pair 
being spaced transversely of the strip and the 
pairs of arms being Spaced lengthwise of the 
strip, and retainers on respective sets of Said 
arms and oppositely disposed for engagement 
With facing elements placed therebetween. 

11. In a device of the character described, a 
metal blank of strip form, said strip having 
severed portions at the sides thereof providing 
pairs of spaced apart arms, the arms of each 
pair being spaced transversely of the strip and 
the pairs of arms being spaced lengthwise of the 
Strip, retainers on respective sets of said arms 
and oppositely disposed for engagement With fac 
ing elements placed therebetween, and spacer 
elements on said arms off-set from the plane of 
the strip and adapted to be engaged by Said 
facing elements. 

- DAVID. A. WALLACE, 
EUGENE WAACE. 
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