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To ?till whom it may concern 
Beit known that I, WILLIAM E. VotRUBA, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Traverse City, in the county of Grand Trav 
else and State of Michigan, have invented 
certain new and useful improvements in 
Leather Baskets; and I do hereby declare the 
following to be a full, clear, and exact de 
Scription of the invention, such as will en 
able other's skilled in the art to which it ap 
pertains to make and use the same. 
The present invention relates to baskets 

and similar receptacles, and aims to provide 
a basket constructed of leather or equivalent 
innterial which will be serviceable and dil 
rable in use, being particularly intended for 
holding pool balls, although it can be used 
for various other purposes requiring a 
basket which will withstand wear and tear. 
Among its objects the invention aims to 

provide novel means for securing the bottom 
and wall of the basket together, novel means 
for reinforcing and stiffening the rim there 
of a novel handle or bail, and novel means 
fol' attaching such handle to the body, in 
order that the basket will be thoroughly 
plactical and Serviceable in use, as well as 
being capable of convenient manufacture. 
With the foregoing and other objects in 

view, which will be apparent as the descrip 
tion proceeds, the invention resides in the 
construction and arrangement of parts here 
inafter described and claimed, it being un 
derstood that changes can be made within 
the scope of what is claimed without depart 
ing from the spirit of the invention. 
The invention is illustrated in the accom 

panying drawing, wherein:- 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of the im 

proved basket. 
Figs. 2, 3 and 4, are sectional details taken 

on the respective section lines 2-2, 3-3 and 
4-4 of Fig. 1. - 

Fig. 5 is a cross section of the handle. 
Fig. 6 is a view similar to Fig. 5 showing 

a modification. 
The wall 10 of the basket is composed of 

a sheet of suitable leather or other equiva 
lent material, and the basket can be of ellip 
tical, circular or other suitable form, as well 
as being capable of construction in various 
sizes and proportions. The side Wall sheet 
is bent into shape with its ends chamfered 
and overlapped, as at 11, and such overlap 
ping ends are secured together by a line of 
stitching 12, or the like. The bottom 13 is 

also cut from a sheet of leather or equivalent 
imaterial, and is of a size and shape to fit 
within the lower edge portion of the Wall 10, 
aid wall having an inner shoulder 14 near 

its lower edge seating on the edge portion of 
the bottom 13, as seen in Fig. 4. This shoul 
der 14 is formed by rabbeting the lower 
edge portion of the wall 10, at the inside, 
forming a thin lip 15 that extends down 
wardly across the edge of the bottom 13. 
The bottom 13 has a lower marginal rabbet 
16 into which the lip 15 is bent, and the wall 
and marginal portion of the bottom 13 are 
secured together by a line of stitching 17, 
the stitches extending from the outer side of 
wall 10 diagonally downward through the 
edge portion of the bottom 13 above the rab 
bet 16 and then through the edge portion of 
the lip 15, thereby not only clamping the 
wall 10 against the margin or edge of the 
bottom 13, but also securing the lip 15 with 
in the 'abbet 16, thereby providing a strong 
seam, which will prevent the wall and bot 
tom Separating even under considerable 
strain. c. 

The rim of the Wall 10 is reinforced and strengthened by bending the upper edge por 
tion of the wall 10 inwardly and fastening 
it in reflexed position, by a line of stitching 
19, and a wire ring 20 is preferably con 
cealed within the bead thus formed, thus 
providing a rim which will hold its shape 
and which will avoid the wall 10 tearing or 
breaking at the edge. 
The handle or bail is also made of leather 

or equivalent material, and comprises a strip 
21 of Such material doubled on a longitu 
(iinal line so that it is substantially J-shaped 
in section, and a filler strip 22 is disposed 
between the edge portions thereof, and said 
strips are secured together by a line of 
stitching 23 extending through the edge 
portions of a strip 21 and the strip 22. 
The handle thus formed is quite stiff, al 
though being flexible, and, as shown in Figs. 
2 and 5, a stiffening wire 24 is located with 
in the bend of the strip 21 behind the strip 
22 to afford additional means for strength 
ening the handle, although as shown in Fig. 
6 this wire can be omitted. The handle is 
curved longitudinally, and the edges of the 
strip 21 extend downwardly toward the body 
of the basket, so as to be at the under side 
of the handle. 

In order to fasten the ends of the handle 
to the walls 10 at opposite sides thereof, the 

80 

70 

75 

80 

85 

90 

95 

60 

5 

3) 



2 

end portions of the strips 21 are opened out, 
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or the edge portions spread apart, to form 
attaching ears 25 which overlap the oppo 
site sides of the body, and the edges of the 
ears 25 are secured to the wall 10 by stitch 
ing 26. A rivet 27 also preferably secures 
the central portion of each ear 25 to the 
wall 10, whereby to provide a strong anchor 
for the handle. The seam of the wall 10 
is located at one side, and the rivet 27 at 
Such side extends through the overlapping 
portions, as seen in Fig. 3, whereby to 
strengthen such seam at the upper end where 
the greatest strain exists tending to open 
such seam. This provides additional means 
for securing the ends of the wall together 

y. If the wire 24 is 
used in the handle, the terminals thereof 
are bent into loops or eyes 28 through which 
the rivets or clamping elements 27 extend, 
thereby affording additional means of pre 

at the rim of the body 

venting the handle tearing loose from the 

25. 

body. - 

Having thus described the invention, what 
is claimed as new is:- 

1. A basket comprising a wall of leather 
or equivalent material, a bottom of similar. 
material having a lower marginal rabbet, 

30 
across the edge portion of the bottom and 
bent inwardly and fitted within said rab 
bet, and means extending through said wall, 
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the wall seating on said bottom and having a 
lip at its lower edge extending downwardly 

edge portion and lip and clamping them to gether. 
2. A basket comprising a wall of leather 

or equivalent material, a bottom of similar 
material having a lower marginal rabbet, 
the wall having an inner shoulder at its 
lower edge seating on the edge portion of 
Said bottom and having a lip extending 
across the edge of the bottom and bent uri 
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der said edgeportion of the bottom in said 
rabbet, and stitching extending through the 
edge portions of the wall and bottom and 
through said lip to clamp the wall against 
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the edge of the bottom and the lip in Said 
rabbet. 

3. A basket comprising a wall of leather 
or equivalent material, having a stitched lap 
seam extending to its upper edge, a handle 
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having its end portions stitched to opposite 
sides of said wall, with one of said end por 
tions overlapping said seam and the stitch 
ing of Said end portion at opposite edges of 
the seam, and securing elements extending 
through said end portions and wall, one of 
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said elements extending through said seam. 
4. A basket comprising a body of leather 

or equivalent material, and a handle of simi-60 
lar material including a strip doubled on a 
longitudinal line with its edge portions pro 
jecting toward the mouth of the body, said 
strip being of U-shaped cross section. and 
a filler strip between the edge portions of 65 
said strip, said strips being secured together 
and the end portions of the first named 
strip being opened out and projecting be 
yond the second named strip, said endpoi 
tions overlapping and being secured to the 7 
wall of the body at opposite sides thereof. 

5. A basket comprising a body of leather 
or equivalent material, a handle including 
a strip of similar material doubled on a 
longitudinal line with its edge portions se- 7 
cured together, the end portions of said strip 
being opened out and overlapping, and be-, 
ing secured to opposite sides of the wall of 
the body, said securing means including 
clamping elements extending through said 
endportions and Wall, aid a wire inclosed . 
within the handle and having its ends en- . 
gaging said elements to assist in anchor 
ing the handle to said wall. . . . . . . . . . . . 

In testimony whereof I have signed my 85 
name to this specification in the presence of 
two subscribing witnesses. 

WILLIAM E. WOTRUBA. 
Witnesses: 

E. P. ALLEN, 
HAZEL, O. ELDRIDGE, 


