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This invention relates to knitting needles and

relates more particularly ‘to a movel needle fgr
‘hand knitting which permits- of knitting of -arti-

cles-in a continuous-stiteh in widths stbstantially
greater than is possible with conventional knit-

ting needles. :

An important objeet of the invention is to pro-
vide a novel knitting needle wherein the effec-
tive length thereof is-adjustable in order that the
needle will take relatively little space when knit-

‘ting smaller articles and wherein the needle may

be increased in length as-the work progresses to
greater widths.
Another-object of the invention is to provide a

knitting needle comprising a knitting point and

a flexible cable attached thereto and wherein
means are provided for preventing stitches from
slipping off the outer end of the needle and for
guarding the point during non-use to reduce the
possibility- of injury both to the-polnt.and to the
user and also for preventing the knitted material
from slipping off the knitting point. -

Yet another object of the invention is the. pro-
vision: of a knitting needle -of adjustable length
wherein the outer section of the needle, which
comprises a flexible cable, is arranged to be
doubled back on itself, the terminal being se-
cured to a collar which is slidably carried for
longitudinal movement on the flexible cable sec-
tion.

In accordance with the present invention the
knitting point formed at the inner end of the
needle structure is relatively rigid and unbend-
able, and may be formed from metal, plastic or

other material. Extending from the outer end ;

of the knitting point is a flexible cable, prefer-
ably formed from plastic or other smooth mate-
rial and which is of greater length than usual
knitting needle. The collar which may resemble
a common button in shape is provided with the
aforesaid central bearing opening of substan-
tially the same size as that of the diameter of
the cable. The size of this opening is such as
to afford frictional resistance to travel on the
cable while still permitting the collar to be man-
ually moved thereon to a desired position. The
collar is further provided with an eccentric open-
ing which receives the outer terminal of the flex-
ible cable section in secured relation, and a sec~

ond eccentric opening to receive the knitting ;

point when the needle is not in use.

It will be apparent from the foregoing that
another important object of the invention is to
provide an improved knitting needle which re-
duces the tiresome manipulation of a long needle
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but which provides-a nesdle of any desired length
and which prevents the knitted work from falling
off either end thereof when not in use.

Yet another object of the invention is to pro-
vide a guard for the working end of the knitting
point when it is not in use.

In the drawings:

Fig. 1 is a broken plan’ view of the knitting
needle of the present invention, the view show-

‘ing the needle in fully extended position:

Fig. 2 is similar to Fig. 1 but shows the needle
in- partially shortened -condition, the view also
showing a modified construction;

Fig. 3 is a section taken on line 3—3 of Fig. 2.

The extensible needle of the present invention

includes a knitting point {0 and a cable. section

Hl which is joined to the rear terminal of the
point, ‘ )

The knifting point which is formed of metal
or-plastic-may be of a length convenient for hold-
ing in the hand.  This length should be some-
what greater than the width of the hand of the
user and a length of about, five inches should
suffice. The knitting point is provided with a
rounded and tapered working end 12 and a ta-
pered rear terminal 13 having g longitudinal bore
(not shown) which receives the forward terminal
of the flexible cable which is of lesser diameter
than the knitting point and which is secured as
by cementing within the bore. 'The cable may be
made from some of the well known plastics which
are smooth and light in weight.

A circular collar {5 has a number of open-
ings including a central opening 16 of substan-
tially the same diameter as that of the cable .
which it receives in snug-fit, sliding relation.
Another opening {7 receives the. outer terminal
of the cable, which has been doubled back upon
itself, in secured relation as by cementing. It
will be seen from the foregoing that the effective
length of the cable can he varied as the collar
is moved from the position of Fig. 1 to some
position nearer to the knitting point. As g mod-
ification, the collar may also have a third open-
ing 28 of substantially the same diameter as that
of the knitting point. The knitting point may
then be inserted in this opening at the conclu-
sion of knitting.

The knitting needle of the present invention
may be used in the usual fashion for knitting,
The slidable collar may be moved to any desired
position, depending upon the width of the work.
The frictional engagement with the flexible sec-
tion prevents casual movement of the collar. In
any fixed position the collar acts as an abutment
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for the outer end of the work and serves as a loop
retainer. When the operator desires to discon-
tinue work it is only necessary to move the
knitted loops towards the right when viewed as
in Figs. 1 and 2 and then insert the knitting point
into opening 20. The looped section thus pre-
vents dislocation of the work and the proximity
of the knitting point to the adjacent portion of
the cable acts to guard the point. This guarding
arrangement, while possibly not as effective as a
separately applied guard, such as a cork, never-
theless serves its purpose well ang there are no
detachable parts to be lost.

While two forms or embodiments of the inven-
tion have been shown and described herein for
illustrative purposes, and the construction and
arrangement incidental to two specific applica-
tions thereof have been disclosed and discussed
in detail, it is to be understood that the inven-
tion is limited neither to the mere details or rela-
tive arrangement of parts, nor to.its specific em-
bodiments shown herein, but that extensive
deviations from the illustrated forms or embodi-
ments of the invention may be made without de-
parting from the principles thereof.

WhatIclaimis:

1. An extensible knitting needle comprising a
relatively rigid knitting point, a flexible cable of
lesser diameter than the knitiing point extend-
ing from cne end of the latter, and a collar hav-
ing an opening through which the cable passes,
thus mounting the collar on the cable for sliding
movement, the cable being bent back upon itself
and the free terminal thereof being secured to
the collar, the collar being sufficiently large to
act as an abutment for limiting travel of the
knitted material on the needle.

2. A knitting needle of the character described
comprising a relatively rigid knitting point pro-
vided with a working end, a flexible cable of lesser
diameter than the knitting point extending from
the opposite end thereof, a circular collar having
a plurality of apertures, the cable passing
through one of said apertures, thus mounting the

collar for sliding movement thereon, the size of
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said opening being such as to frictionally resist
free travel of the collar on the cable, the cable
being doubled back on itself and its free termi-
nal being secured in a second opening,

3. A knitting needle of the character described
comprising g relatively rigid knifting point pro-
vided with a working end, a flexible cable of lesser
diameter than the knitting point extending from
the opposite end thereof, a collar having a plu-
rality of apertures therein, the flexible cable pass-
ing through one of said apertures, thus mouns-
ing the collar for sliding movement thereon, said
opening being of such size as to frictionally re-
sist free travel of the collar on the cable, the
cable being doubled back on itself and its free
terminal being secured in a second opening, the
knitting point being receivable in a third open-
ing in snug fit relation to hold the knifting point
and the cable in generally parallel relation
whereby the latter acts as a guard for the Work-
ing end of the knitting point.

4, A knitting needle of the character descrlbed
comprising a relatively rigid knitting point pro-
vided with a working end, a flexible cable of lesser
diameter than the knitting point extending from
the opposite end thereof, a collar having a plu-
rality of apertures therein, the flexible cable pass-
ing -through the first aperture, thus mounting
the collar for siiding movement on the cable, said
opening being of such size as to frictionally re-
sist free travel of the collar on the cable, the free
terminal of the cable being permanentily secured
in the second opening, the knitfing point being
receivable in the third opening in shug fit rela-
tion to prevent stitches carried on the needle
from sliding off the same.

BERNICE E. BARSKY.
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