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This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which are not so linked as to form a single general inventive
concept under PCT Rule 13.1. In order for all inventions to be examined, the appropriate additional examination fees must be paid.

Group |, claimé 1-13, drawn to a method of characterizing a communications channel between two communications nodes.
Group I, claims 14-19, drawn to a method of determining packet loss rate between two communications nodes.
Group Hll, claim 20, drawn to a method of determining packet delay between two communications nodes.

The inventions listed as Groups |, li and Ill do not relate to a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT.
Rule 13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special technical features for the following reasons: the special technical feature of the
Group | invention: determining at least one feature of a communications path between a first communications node and a second
communications node as claimed therein is not present in the invention of Groups Ii and 1ll. The special technical feature of the Group Il
invention: a method of determining packet loss rate between two communications nodes as claimed therein is not present in the
invention of Groups | or lil. The special technical feature of the Group Ill invention: time stamping the packet with a transmission time at
which it is transmitted from one of the second and third nodes to the other. of the second and third nodes and a reception time at which
the packet is respectively received at the other of the nodes as claimed therein is not present in the invention of Groups | or |l

Groups |, I and ll lack unity of invention because even though the inventions of these groups require the technical feature of a
_communications channel between communications nodes; and transmitting at least one packet from the first node to propagate through
the second and third nodes and retum to the first node, this technical feature is not a special technical feature as it does not make a
contribution over the prior art. ’

Specifically, US 2007/0147385 A1 (DRUKE et al) 28 June 2007 (28.06.2007) teaches a communications channel between
communications nodes (communication between two nodes using packets, Para. 35 and Fig. 3); and transmitting at least one packet
from the first node to propagate through the second and third nodes and return to the first node (packets are transmitted sequentially
from a primary node to a secondary node and the secondary node retransmits packets to the primary node, Paras. 35-36;
communication may also occur between the primary, secondary and a third node, Para. 22 and Fig. 1).

Since none of the special technical features of the Group |, Il or lil inventions are found in more than one of the inventions, unity of
invention is lacking. ’ :
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