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To all whom it may concern 
Be it known that I, JoHN F. CuRRY, a 

citizen of the United States, residing in the 
city, county, and State of New York, have 
invented certain new and useful Improve 
ments in Game-Boards, of which the follow 
ing is a specification. 
My invention relates to game boards and particularly to boards for playing games 

with cards. 
Because dangerous injuries have resulted 

due to the use of solid playing boards when 
collisions or the like accidents have oc 
curred, certain railroads have forbidden the 
use of solid boards upon their cars, and em 
ployees of other roads are forbidden to 
furnish such boards to passengers. My in 
vention has for its object the avoidance 
of the dangers inhering in such boards by 
affording a portable means of playing cards 
without the inconveniences and obstacles 
presented by the substitute commonly 
adopted on these roads, namely, a stretched. 
cloth fastened at its corners, or the 
makeshift expedients otherwise necessarily 
adopted. w - 

y invention also has for its object the 
production of a collapsible board adapted 
to be carried in small compass, and particu 
larly to a board which may be folded com 
pactly upon itself in flat form to fit the 
pocket. 
A further object is to provide a board 

which, when opened, shall present a surface 
that is continuous, that is, without projec 
tions, depressions or crevices which would 
obstruct the movements of the cards there 
over, and which surface shall be substan 
tially in area equal to that of a standard 
card table, approximately 22 inches by 27 
inches. 
A further object is the provision in such 

a collapsible and foldable board of means 
for stiffening it when opened for play so 
that it shall present an approximately rigid 
self-supporting surface. 
The foregoing and other desired objects 

are attained by the hereinafter described 
structure constituting the preferred embodi 
ment of my invention, and illustrated in the accompanying drawings forming a part 
of this specification. 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a board; 
Fig.2 is a sectional view on the line II-II 
of Fig. 1; Fig. 3 is a perspective view of 

one of the hinging pieces used to stiffen the 
hinge joints of the board; Fig. 4 is a sec 
tional view on the line IV-IV of Fig. 1, 
illustrating the method of construction and 
folding: Fig. 5 is a perspective view show 
ing the board partially folded; Fig.6 shows 
the board semi-collapsed; and Fig. 7 shows 
it collapsed. 
In the board illustrated, there is shown 

two horizontal rows 1, 2 of rectangular, ob 
long flats 3, arranged in the rows in corre 
sponding pairs. Between the rows is 
formed a hinge joint 4 adapted to permit 
flexure in one direction, so that the rows 
may be folded together, one row overlying 
the other, each flat of the upper row regis 
tering with the respective flat below it. As 
thus folded, the flats are in pairs. Each 
flat is so jointed by the hinge 5 to the next 
flat adjacent it successively in its row, that 
when the rows are folded together, the cor 

60 

65 

70 

75 

responding pairs may be folded against the 
next pair to contact and lie flat therewith. 
This result is attained by forming alternate 
hinge joints in each row to permit flexure 
in opposite directions only, the direction of 
flexure of the joint between any pair in the 
same row being opposite to that of the joint 
of the corresponding pair in the other row 
with whose joint it is in alinement. Thus 
when the rows are superposed, the flats may 
be folded bellows-like. Each flat is of 
binders' board 6, or like thin, strong, light 
and stiff material. The flats are spaced 
apart to afford adequate room for the hinge 
joints between. These joints are formed by 
overlaying the flats with a sheet of thin 
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hide, cloth, sheet rubber or the like, 7, and . 
a similar backing 8, and by then suitably 
stretching the covering and backing mate 
rials at the joints in the desired directions, 
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as by creasing with a suitable tool, until the 
plies are set, when they are suitably glued 
to the boards and the whole is pressed to 
gether by a bookbinder's press. The so 
formed joints readily permit flexure in one 
direction, but resist in the opposite direc 
tion. When thus formed, I preferably 
cover the top or side to be played upon with 
a suitable playing surface 9 either of split 
leather or of fabric such as baize, to afford 
a surface free from projections or depres 
sions that would interfere with the free 
movement of the cards thereover. 
I have illustrated a board comprising 
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twelve sections each approximately .11 
inches long by four and a half inches wide, disposed in two rows of six each, affording 
an area substantially that of a standard size 
card table, and a size particularly well 
adapted for use of passengers on railroad 
trains, as it can conveniently be spread be 
tween four players seated vis-a-vis in the 
usual coach seats. When collapsed, this. 
board is so compact that it may 
carried in the coat pocket. - 
In my preferred construction there are 

shown a series of spaced clips 10 substan 
tially U-shaped adapted to be slid along 
the margin of the board to bridge the joint 
between adjacent rows of flats and thus to 
stiffen the board when spread open. Rein 
forcing strips, or jointed rods 11, 11", also 
may be provided, as shown, for each joint, 
between flats, if desired, to add to the sta 
bility of the structure when it rests on the 
knees of the players, and additional weight, 
as of counters, is to be supported thereby. 
These reinforcing strips have hinges 12 and 
12. The link at the end of each rod has 
an eye 13 and 13", respectively, engaging 
knobs or hooks 14 and 14 at the remote side 
of the flat at the other row end. These rods 
are preferably rectangular metallic strips, 
slidably movable between the plies of the 
board to bring their hinges in register with 
those between flats, the hinges 12 being al 
ternately disposed as to direction of swing 
in correspondence with the joints between 
flats. When the board is opened, the rein 
forcing strips or rods 11 are pushed in 
whereby the hinges 12 lie in the centers of 
the flats, and the portions of the rod be 
tween hinges bridge the joints, making the 
board rigid. When the board is to be col 
lapsed, the rods are pulled out until the 
hinges register with the joints as described, 
the outermost link being withdrawn until 
its hinge is free. When the board is folded 
this link is swung around until the eye 13 
at its extremity engages a fastening means, 
as the hook 14, upon the outer flat, whereby 
the folded board is fastened in compacted 
form at top and bottom. 
While I am aware that sectional game 

readily 

boards have heretofore been used, I believe 
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the playing surfaces of such boards have 
been too limited to afford sufficient area for 
games of cards, being solely intended for 
chess, checkers, and the like, and further, 
that the surfaces of such boards were dis 
continuous and not suitable for card games, 
and were not adapted as lap boards, and 
therefore I claim: 

1. A sectional board for card games com 
prising a plurality of rows of flats, each row 
comprising a plurality of flats, each flat 
having a plurality of its edges integrally 
united to the flats adjoining it, said board 
being adapted to present a continuous play 
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ing surface when o 
itself when collapsed. 

2. An integral game board composed of a 
lurality of bellows-jointed units each unit 
E. flexibly connected to the units adjoin 
ing it, said board being adapted to be col 
lapsed to the linear dimensions of a single 
unit. 

3. An integral game board composed of 
bellows-jointed units each unit being flexi 
bly connected to the unit adjoining it, said 
board being adapted to be collapsed to the 
linear dimensions of a single unit, and 

n, and to fold upon 

spaced means, slidably disposed about the 
periphery of said board, adapted to rigidly 
support adjacent units when positioned 
across the joints between them. 

4. A collapsible game board composed of 
a plurality of rows, each row being com posed of a series of rectangular rigid sec 
tions flexibly hinged together, adjacent 
hinges being adapted to close in opposite di 
rections only. 

5. A sectional, foldable game board com 
posed of a series of pairs of sections ar 
ranged in two rows, one row being foldable 
upon the other, the pairs of sections being hinge-connected and adjoining pairs being 
also hinge-connected, the rows being adapt 
ed to foldably overlie as rows, the hinges be 
tween adjoining pairs in each row present 
ing successive folds oppositely disposed. 

6. A sectional, foldable game board com 
prising a series of rectangular sections each 
section being integrally joined to adjacent 
sections at a plurality of its edges, the sec 
tions being arranged in rows, one row being 
foldable upon another, the corresponding 
sections of respective rows being adapted to 
fold against the adjacent sections, alternate 
folds being disposed in the same direction. 

7. A collapsible EFE board for card 
games adapted to fold flat upon itself and 
comprising six pairs of rectangular oblongs 
each oblong being flexibly united at a plu 
rality of its sides to adjacent oblongs, the 
pairs being arranged in two rows, the rows 
being hinged to fold together in one direc 
tion only, the resultant corresponding pairs being hinge-jointed to fold against adjacent 
palrs. 

8. An integral game board composed of a 
plurality of bellows-jointed units and an in 
cluded metallic reinforcing strip having 
hinges corresponding in number and direc 
tion of swing with said joints. 

9. An integral game board composed of a 
plurality of bellows-jointed units and an in 
cluded reinforcing strip having hinges cor 
responding in number and direction of Swing with said joints, said strips being 
adapted to be moved in one direction to 
stiffen said board when opened, and in the 
opposite direction to permit the board to be collapsed. 
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10. An integral game board composed of stiffen said board when opened, and in the 
a plurality of bellows-jointed units and an opposite direction to permit the board to be 
included reinforcing strip having hinges collapsed, and fastening means for securing 
corresponding in number and direction of said board when collapsed comprising in 10 

5 swing with said joints, said strips being part a free end of one of said strips. 
adapted to be moved in one direction to JOHN F. CURRY. 


