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in width at the mid-portion thereof,.thereby

This invention relates fo stamping devices and
is herein illustrated as embodied in a device
adapted for decorating the soles of shoes.

After a shoe has been substantially completed
and is ready to be packed for shipment, the sole
may be decorated with a design of any chosen
configuration by means of an arcuate-shaped
stamping device which is rolled along the bot-

- tom of the shoe. Such stamping devices have
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usually been provided with a shoulder slightly
curved transversely so that the stamp may be
brought close to the breast of the heel of the
shoe and then rolled toward the toe end of the

- shoe to decorate the whole sole. In order to

equalize the pressure transversely of the boftom
of the shoe and ensure an even imprint, the car-
rier of such a stamping device is usually pro-
vided with a circumferential depression so that

- @ cross-section taken axially through the stamp-

ing device shows a slightly curved depressed sur-
face simulating the transverse curvature of the
shank portion of a shoe. Many factories desire
to utilize a large number of.such stamping de-
vices and to change the design frequently, -

Accordingly, the invention in one of its.aspects
resides in g stamping device in which a resilient
stamp illustrated as having a sponge rubber sup-
port is detachably secured to a carrier by means
of a non-stretchable backing having, as herein
illustrated, projecting ends provided with secur-
ing means, so that one carrier may be made to
serve for a large number of stamps. In the illus-
trated form of the invention the stamp is pro-
vided with a canvas backing having projecting
terminals in which there are provided eyelets
for co-operation with suitable studs upon the
carrier.

When such interchangeable stamping devices
are used with carriers having circumferential
depressions to enable the stamps more readily to
coact with the transversely curved bottoms of
shoes, there is difficulty in causing the unstretch-
able backing member to conform closely to the
carrier. In view of the foregoing and in accord-
ance with a feature of the invention, the spac-
ing between the securing means on the illus-
trated backing member is just sufficient to reach
along the depressed portion of the carrier be-
tween the securing means thereon, whereby the
act of securing the backing member in place
serves to pull the resilient stamping member into
the depressed portion of the carrier. As herein
{llustrated the backing member is of canvas,
substantially coextensive with the stamping

 member at the ends thereof, and greatly reduced

allowing stretching of the lateral edges of the
stamp. '
These and other features of the invention will

be best understood from the following illustra-
tion taken in connection with the accompany-.

ing drawing in which

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the bottom of a
shoe and our novel stamping device as it is being
applied to decorate the shoe;

Fig. 2 is a plan view of the bottom of a shoe
together with a fragment of a stamping device
showing how it may be brought close to the breast
of the heel; and o ‘

. Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the same device
removed from its carrier and illustrating the
formation of the backing. } -

When it is desired to decorate the bottom 10
of a shoe 12 the latter is supported in inverted
position and a previously inked stamping device
14 is rolled along the bottom of the shoe to apply
thereto the design. formed upon the resilient
stamp 16 secured to such a device. This stamp 16
is a molded rubber die made as are most rubber
stamps in any usual and suitable manner and is
provided with any desired design and is mounted
upon a resilient support 18 of sponge rubber. on
the inner surface of which is a continuous film
or tegument 20 of rubber. To this tegument 20
there is attached as by means of cement a backing
292. The backing 22 may conveniently be con-
structed of rubberized canvas which may be at-
tached to the stamp either by the use of cement
or by vulcanization or in any other well-known
manner. The canvas backing has projecting ter-
minal portions 24 provided with reinforcements
96 in which have been inserted eyeléts 28.

To facilitate handling the stamp and the ap-

.plication thereof to the sole of the shoe, we have

provided an arcuate carrier 30 curved circum-
ferentially about an axis in line with which are
handles 32. This arcuate carrier is cut away
to form a recess 33 adjacent to which is positioned
an abrupt shoulder 34 upon the stamp which is
curved slightly so that it may.be brought close
to the breast of the heel 35 of the shoe 12. It will
be noted that the exact curvature of the arcuate
surface 36 of the carrier 30 is not of any great
importance so long as said surface is longer than
the distance from the breast of the heel to the
tip of the toe of the largest shoe which is to be
decorated. Preferably, however, the arcuate sur-
face 36 is provided with a central depression
so that a section taken axially through the stamp
16 will be curved to correspond substantially with
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the transverse curvature of the shoe bottom 10.
In this cut-away portion 33 the carrier is pro-
vided with studs 38 over which the eyeleted ends
of the backing 22 are positioned as the stamp 16
is wrapped around the carrier 30. The backing
22, although substantially coextensive with the
stamp 16 at its ends, is reduced in width or cut
away until it is no wider than a narrow strap at
40 near its central portion and the distance be-
tween respective eyelets 28 is equal to the distance
between the studs 38 measured around the aréu~
ate surface of the carrier 30 at the bottom of
the depression therein. Thus, in order to secure
the stamp and its backing to the carrier, it is
necessary to draw the backing taut, fitting closely
in the depression. At the same time the fact
that the backing is cut away at 40 allows the
margins of the stamp to stretch as, requlred by
the larger peripheries of the carrier at its ‘ends.

When it is desired to decorate a shoe the select-
ed stamp 16 is applied to a carrier 30 by wrap-
ping 1t around the same and’ attachmg the eye-
leted ends of thé backing 32 to the studs 38 of
the carrier. The stamping device is then 1nked
as by rollmg it along a sultable 1nked pad ‘and
apphed to the bottom of a shoe. The shoulder 34
of 'the stamp is brought -against the breast of
the heel and the operator grasps the handles 32
rolhng the stamp forwardly over thé sole of the
shoe.

Havmg thus described the invention, what we
claim as new and des1re to secule by Letters Pat-
ent of the United States is:

1. In “combination, & non- -cylindrical carrier
having a concave surface, a resilient stamp, a
non-stretchable fabrlc backing attached to the
stamp and being substantlally narrower than said
stamp, and means for securmg °a1d bachng de-
tachably "to said carrier.

2. In combmatmn a carrier having a concave
surface a ﬁexrble stamp substantlally covering
sald ‘surface, a 1es111ent support for sald stamp,
a fabric backmg attached to only a fractional
portlon of ‘said Tresilient support, and means en-
gaging sald backlng for detachably securmg said
stamp to said carrier.

3. In combmatmn a non-cylindrical carrler
havmg an incurved surface, a ‘resilient stamp,
and means for secunng sa1d resilient stamp to
sard carrler compnsmg 4 non- stletchable fabric
backmg constructed “and arranged to draw the
stamp 1nto engagement Wlth said "incurved sur-
face and havmg pro;lectlng ends prov1ded w1th
attachlng means.

4, In comblnatlon a carrler having a concave
sulface a resﬂlent stamp, a non ‘strefchable can-
vas backmg attached to the’ stamp and havmg a
substantxally “sinallér area than said stamp, and
means for securmg‘ sa1d ‘backing detachably to
sald carrler comprlsmg "studs and eyelets adapted
to be posmoned on sa1d studs K

5. In combmatlon a carriér, a rubber stamp
adapted to be supported by said carr i6r, a sporige-
rubber support for said stamp, and a‘canvas back-
1ng secured to said’ sponge rubbe1 support adapt-
ed to be ‘attached ‘to’said catrier.

8. In combmatlon a car11e1 havmg projecting
studs a rubber stamp adapted ‘to’ be supported
by sa1d carner a sponge -rubber support for said
stamp, and a cahvas backing secured to said
sponge-rubber support adapted to be attached fo
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said carrier, said canvas backing having eyelets
for engagement with the projecting studs upon
the carrier.

7. In combination, a rigid carrier having a
curved face one portion of which is depressed, a
flexible stamp adapted to be wrapped around
said curved carner and secured thereto, and a
non-strétcliable backing attached to .the stamp
for drawing the stamping member into the de-
pression of the carrier.

8. In combination, a carrier having a depres-
sion, a resilient stamp, and means for drawing
said stamp into said depression and securing it
to the carrier comprising securing means upon
the carrier and a mnon-stretchable backing at-
tached to said stamp and provided with secur-
ing means for co-operation with the securing
means on the carn,el the spacing of said co-
oper fative seclring means permitting attachment
of the stamp to the carrier only when the stamp
has been drawn into the deplession

"9, Th "éombination, a carrier having a curved
supporting” ‘stiffads & mld—portlon of whlch 1s
depressed beneath the end ‘portions, SeeuYing
means upon said” caliier adJacent ‘to ‘said ‘de- 100
préssion, a 1e5111ent stamp,; “and ‘& non- stretch- =
able’ baekmg ‘attached to~ said” stamp ‘anid P
vidéd with’ spaced securmg means for do- op 2=
tion w1th ‘the securing’ means ‘on’ the carrier, the
sbacing” of “the secliving means oh 4aid back-
ing being” substantlally equal to the’ dlstance b
tween the se€curing riéans tpon the carrier meds-
ured along the bottom of the depres: on whereby
sald backmg draws the sta*np 1nto the dépression.

“10. In combln ation, -8 carriér having” spaced 110
attachmg membeérs, the supporting’ qulface of .
said carriei 'being arcudte and’ prov1ded with &
depression extendmg mrcumfclenmally thereof
a resilient stamp adapted 10" he “eurved ‘around
said carritr, and & non-stretchablé acking se- 115
cured to said stamp and’ provided With “termi-
nal attar'hmg devices cofistructed’ ‘and’ arranged
to co~ operate with “the attachmg fiiedans’ on the
carrier, said Tacking Hiving 4 less ‘width
along a portion of it§ lerigthi so that the wmid- 120
portion of the stamp may be drawn’ snuely mto
the’ depressed portlon of the carrler .
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ate supportmff surface the cential p01t10n ‘of
which ig depressed g 1e5111ent stahiip adapted to 195
be sectired 'to 'said carrier, a ‘nori-gtrétchable -
backmg sécured to said stamp, and means for
secunng the backing to thé earrier, said” back-
ing having wide terminal portions and a Ngrrow
intermediate " portion’ whereby the ' resilient 3¢
stamplnﬂr “member may be drawn into the. de- -
pression of thé carrier as the backing is attached
to the securing means.

12."In combination, a stamp having a resﬂlent
surface, a sponge-rubber backing for said stamp 135
the exposed. surface of which is covered with 'n -
tegument of rubber, and a non-stretchable back-
ing secured to sald ctamp by attachment to sald
tegument

'13. In combination, a carrier, a resilient stamp, 140
a ﬁex1b1e non-stretchablé backmg therefor hav-
ing' its telmmal substantially 45 wide as the
stamp and its mid-portion of less’ width, and
means f01 securing the backing to the carrier:
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