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RETAINING ASSEMBLY

This invention relates to retaining assemblies. More particularly, but not exclusively,
this invention relates to retaining assemblies for use with load securing apparatus, for
example on lorry trailers. This invention also relates to retaining devices for use with
retaining assemblies.

In the haulage industry, palletised loads ‘can be transported by lorries. It is
requirements for the loads to be secured to the lorry trailer. Known securing
apparatus for this purpose can be difficult to operate, expensive and unreliable.

According to one aspect of this invention, there is provided a retaining assembly
comprising a retaining device and a flexible elongate arrangement moveable
lengthwise relative to the retaining device, wherein the retaining devicé comprises a
support for supporting the flexible elongate arrangement and engaging means on the
support for engaging the flexible elongate arrangement and retain the flexible

elongate arrangement in a desired position relative to the retaining device.

According to another aspect of this invention, there is provided a retaining device
comprising a support for supporting at least one flexible elongate arrangement and
engaging means on the support for engaging the flexible elongate arrangement.

The support may comprise a frame thrbugh which the flexible elongate arrangement

can extend. The frame may be substantially triangular.

The engaging means may be attached to the support. The engaging means may be
deformable to allow said movement of the flexibie elongate arrangement through the
support.

The supporf may define an aperture through which the flexible elongate arrangement
extends. The engaging means may provide a resistance portion in the aperture to
provide resistance to the movement of the flexible elongate arrangement
therethrough.
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The engaging means may comprise a resiliently deformable engaging member,
having an end region attached to the support. The engaging member may extend
from a first side of the support through the aperture to a second side of the support,
the resistance portion comprising a partial occlusion portion of the engaging member,
the partial occlusion portion being configured to partiaily occlude the aperture.

The flexible elongate arrangement may comprise a flexible elongate member and a
cooperating portion for to cooperate with the engaging means, wherein the engaging
means engages the cooperating portion to resist movement of the elongate
arrangement through the support. The cooperating portion may be wider than the
flexible elongate member.

The flexible elongate arrangement may comprise a plurality of the cooperating
portions on the flexible elongate member. The plurality of cooperating portions may
be spaced lengthwise along the flexible elongate member.

The, or each, cooperating portion may comprise a bead on the flexible elongate
member. Alternatively, the, or each, cooperating portion may comprise a sleeve on
the flexible elongate member. The sleeve or the bead may constitute the
cooperating portion of the respective flexible elongate arrangement. The resistance
portion may engage the cooperating portion to resist movement of the flexible
elongate arrangement through the support.

The engaging means may be attached to the support. The engaging means may be
deformable to allow said movement of the flexible elongate arrangement through the
support.

The engaging means may comprise an engaging member. The engaging means
may be resiliently deformable, and may have a first end region movable relative to
the support on deformation of the engaging means, and a second end region
attached to the support.
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In one embodiment, the engaging means may be substantially flat. The engaging
means may be elongate and may be fixed at one end to the support.

The opposite end may be provided in the respective aperture. The engaging means
may comprise a spring. In one embodiment, the engaging means may comprise a
cantilever spring.

In another embodiment, the engaging means may extend around the support. In this
embodiment, the engaging means may comprise a spring extending around the
support.

It will be appreciated that the spring could be any other suitable spring, for example a
compression spring, which may be compressed by the movement of the cooperating
portion through the support.

The support may define first and second faces. The aperture may extend between
the first and second faces. The support may further include a first spacing member
projecting from the first face, and a second spacing member projecting from the
second face. The first and second spacing members may be provided to space the
engaging means from the first and second faces.

The first and second spacing members may be offset relative to each other. The first
spacing member may be closer to the resistance portion of the engaging means than
the second spacing member

The first end region of the engaging means may extend across the first spacing
member. The first spacing member may include guide formations to guide the
aforesaid movement of the first end region of the engaging means.

Where the engaging means extends around the support, the engaging means may
be wrapped around the first and second spacing members.
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The support may define a plurality of apertures through which first and second
flexible elongate arrangements can extend. The support may define two apertures
through which first and second flexible elongate arrangements can extend. The first
and second flexible elongate arrangements may be two regions of the same flexible
elongate arrangement.

The retaining device may comprise first and second engaging means. Each of the
first and second engaging means may comprise a respective elongate resilient
deformable member. Each of the first and second engaging means may have an
end attached to the support.

Each of the engaging means may have a resistance portion in the respective first and
second apertures to provide resistance to the movement of the flexible elongate
arrangements therethrough. Each of the resistance portions may engage the
respective cooperating portion to resist movement of the flexible elongate
arrangements through the support.

Each of the first and second engaging means may extend from the first face of the
support through a respective one of the apertures to the second face of the support.
The resistance portion may comprise a partial occlusion portion of the engaging
means to partially occlude the aperture.

The support may define a respective first opening to each of the apertures on the first
side of the support and a respective second opening to each of the apertures on a
second side of the support. Each of the first openings may have a first edge region
around which the respective engaging means extends. Each of the second openings
may have a second edge region around which the respective engaging means
extends. Each of the first edge regions may be closer to the respective engaging
means than the respective second edge region.

In one embodiment, the retaining assembly may comprise the first and second
flexible elongate arrangements moveable through the retaining device. In this
embodiment, respective engaging means may engage both flexible elongate
arrangements to retain both flexible elongate arrangements in respective desired
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positions relative to the retaining device. The first and second flexible elongate
arrangements may be two portions of a single flexible elongate article.

The, or each, engaging means may comprise a respective first or second engaging
member. The first engaging member may be arranged to engage a first of the
plurality of flexible elongate arrangements to retain said first flexible elongate
arrangement in the desired position relative to the retaining device. The second
engaging member may be arranged to engage the second flexible elongate
arrangements to retain said second flexible elongate arrangement in the desired
position relative to the retaining device.

The, or each, flexible elongate arrangement may be retained by the retaining device
by being held between the support and the engaging means.

Each of the first and second engaging members may comprise a respective resilient
deformable member, which, in one embodiment, may be substantially flat. Each of
the first and second engaging members may be attached at one end to the support.
Each of the first and second engaging members may comprise a cantilever spring.

In one embodiment, the, or each, flexible elongate member may be substantially flat.
The flexible elongate member may comprise a webbing material. The flexible
elongate member may comprise a strap. In another embodiment, the flexible
elongate member may comprise a rope or a cord.

The, or each, flexible elongate arrangement may include a cooperating portion for
engagement by the engaging means. The, or each, flexible elongate arrangement
may comprise a sleeve or bead on the flexible elongate member for engagement by
the engagement means. The sleeve or bead may constitute the cooperating portion
of the respective flexible elongate arrangement.

The support may further include a mounting member extending across the frame.
The engaging means may be mounted on the mounting member.
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The support may define a first region through which the first flexible elongate
arrangement can extend, and a second region through which the second flexible
elongate arrangement can extend. A separating member may be provided between
the first and second region of the support. The first engaging member may be
provided in the first region of the support, and the second engaging member may be
provided in the second region of the support.

The support may include a third region by means of which the support can be
suspended from an appropriate hanger. The hanger may comprise a karabiner, or

other suitable means from which the support can be hung.

Embodiments of the invention will now be described by way of example only, with
reference to the accompanying drawings, in which:

Figure 1 shows a load securing assembly in a suspended position in which a
retaining assembly can be used;

Figure 1A is a close—up of the region marked A in Figure 1;

Figure 1B is a close—up of the region marked IB in Figure 1, showing a retaining
assembly;

Figure 2 shows the load securing assembly in a partial securing position;

Figure 2A is a close—up of the region marked IlA in Figure 2;

Figure 2B is a close-up of the region marked IIB in Figure 2, showing the retaining
assembly;

Figure 3 shows the load securing assembly in a full securing position;

Figure 3A is a close—up of the region marked HIA in Figure 3;
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Figure 3B is a close—up of the region marked IlIB in Figure 3,

Figure 3C is a close-up of the region marked IlIC in Figure 3;

Figure 4 shows the load securing assembly having been returned to the suspended
position;

Figure 4A is a close-up of the region marked IVA in Figure 4;

Figure 4B is a close—up of the region marked IVB in Figure 4,

Figure 5 is a front plan view of a first embodiment of a retaining device;,

Figure 6 is a view along the line VI — V1 in Figure 5,

Figure 7 is a perspective view of the retaining device;

Figure 8 is a perspective view of a second embodiment of the retaining assembly;

Figure 9 is a front plan view of the retaining device forming part of the retaining g
assembly shown in Figure 8; and

Figure 10 is a side view of the retaining device shown in Figure 9.

Figure 1 shows diagrammatically a trailer bed 100 of a lorry trailer 102, on which two
palletised loads 104, 106 are mounted. The lorry trailer 102 includes first and second
catenaries 108, 110 arranged in the ceiling region at respective first and second
opposite sides 102A, 102B of the lorry trailer 102.

Figure 1 also shows a load securing apparatus 150 in a suspended position. The
load securing apparatus 150 is provided to secure the loads 104, 106 to the trailer
bed 100. The load securing apparatus 150 is mounted on the catenaries 108,110
and comprises a strap arrangement 152 having a first region 154 and a second

7
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region 156. The strap arrangement 152 further includes a central region 158
extending between the first and second regions 154, 156.

The strap arrangement 152 can be moved from the suspended position shown in
Figure 1, in which the load securing assembly 150 is suspended from the catenaries
108, 110 to a partial securing position, shown in Figure 2 in which the first region 154
of the strap arrangement 152 is secured to the lorry trailer 102.

The load securing assembly 150 is also moveable from the partial securing position
to a full securing position shown in Figure 3, in which both end regions 154, 156 are
secured to the lorry trailer 102 and the strap arrangement 152 is tightly secured
across the loads 104, 106.

As shown in Figure 1, the load securing apparatus 150 includes a retaining assembly
10 which comprises first and second flexible elongate arrangements 12, 14 and a
retaining device 16, through which the first and second flexible elongate
arrangements 12, 14 extend.

The retaining assembly 10 retains the flexible elongate arrangements 12, 14 in the
positions shown in Figure 1 and hence retains the strap arrangement 152 in the
suspended position

In the embodiment described herein, the first and second flexible elongate
arrangements 12, 14 are two regions of a single flexible elongate article 11. Each
flexible elongate arrangement 12, 14 comprises a flexible elongate member 18 or 20.
Each flexible elongate member 18, 20 may be in the form of a strap or a rope or a
cord. In one embodiment, the flexible elongate member 18, 20 may be formed of a
webbing material.

In a first embodiment, each flexible elongate arrangement 12, 14 further comprises a
respective cooperating portion in the form of a sleeve 22 or 24 provided on the
respective flexible elongate member 18, 20 (see Figure 1B). The sleeves 22, 24
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provide a widened region on the respective flexible elongate members 18, 20. The
purpose of the sleeves 22, 24 is described in more detail below.

In Figure 1, with the strap arrangement 152 in a suspended position, the first flexible
elongate member 18 extends downwardly from the retaining device 16 in one
direction and along the central region 158 in the opposite direction to an upper end of
the first region 154 of the strap arrangement 152.

As shown more clearly in Figure 1A, the first flexible elongate member 18 extends
through a first karabiner 25 slideably mounted on the first catenary 108. The first
flexible elongate member 18 extends downwardly from the first karabiner 25 and is
attached to the strap arrangement 152 at a first D-ring 160 mounted on the strap
arrangement 152 at the upper end of the first region 154.

As shown in Figures 1 and 1B, the retaining device 16 is suspended from the second
catenary 110 by a second karabiner 26. A first embodiment of the retaining device
16 is shown more clearly in Figures 5, 6 and 7, and comprises a support 28 for
supporting the first and second flexible elongate arrangements 12, 14.

The support 28 comprises a substantially triangular frame 30, a mounting member 32
extending across the frame 30 and a separating member 34.

The support 28 defines a first aperture 36 between one side of the frame 30 and the
separating member 34. The support 28 also defines a second aperture 38 between
the opposite side of the frame 30 and the separating member 34. A third aperture 40
is defined in the support 28 adjacent the apex 42 of the frame 30. The second
karabiner 26 extends through the third aperture 40, as shown in Figures 1B, 2B, 3B
and 4B.

The second catenary 110 extends through the second karabiner 26, thereby
suspending the retaining device 16 from the second catenary 110.
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Figures 1B, 2B, 3B and 4B show that the first flexible elongate arrangement 12
extends through the first region 36 of the support 28, and the second flexible
elongate arrangement 14 extends through the second region 38 of the support 28.

The second flexible elongate arrangement 14 is attached to the strap arrangement
152 at a second D-ring 162 mounted on the strap arrangement 152 at the upper end
of the second region 156.

The retaining device 16 further includes first and second engaging means in the form
of respective first and second substantially flat engaging members 44, 46. The first
engaging member 44 is provided in the first region 36 of the support 28, and the
second engaging member 46 is provided in the second region 38 of the support 28.

Each of the first and second engaging members 44, 46 is in the form of a cantilever
spring and is mounted at one end thereof to the mounting member 32. The free end
of each of the first and second engaging members 44, 46 engages a respective one
of the first and second flexible elongate arrangements 12, 14.

The first and second flexible elongate arrangements 12, 14 are retained in the
position shown in Figures 1, 1A and 1B by the engagement of the respective sieeves
22, 24 by the first and second engaging members 44, 46.

The effective widening of the first and second flexible elongate members 18, 20 by
the respective sleeves 22, 24 means that the force required to pull the sleeves 22, 24
through the retaining device 16 is greater as the first and second sleeves 22, 24 are
pulled through the retaining device 10, than it is for the rest of the first and second
flexible elongate members 18, 20. This has the effect of retaining the sleeves 22, 24
on one side of the retaining device 16 unless a force of sufficient magnitude is
applied to the flexible elongate arrangement 12, 14 to pull the respective sleeve 22,
24 through the retaining device 16, against the force of the engaging members 44,
46.

10
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The first and second engaging members 44, 46 are resiliently deformable so that by
pulling the first and second flexible elongate arrangements in the directions indicated
by the arrow A in Figure 2 and arrow B in Figure 3, the first and second sleeves 22,
24 push against the engaging members 44, 46. This deforms the engaging members
44, 46 to a position that allows the sleeves 22, 24 to pass through the frame 30.

The sleeves 22, 24 are fixedly attached to the flexible elongate members 18, 20 and
thus, when the sleeves 22, 24 pass through the support 16, the flexible elongate
arrangements 12, 14 can be in the first directions indicated by the arrow A in Figure 2
and arrow B in Figure 3.

In use, when it is desired to secure the loads 104, 106 to the lorry trailer 102, the user
can move to the first side of the lorry trailer 102 and pull downwardly on the first
region 154 of the strap arrangement 152. This pulls the first flexible elongate
arrangement 12 through the support 16 in the direction of the arrow A and the first
sleeve 22 passes through the support 16 deforming the first engaging member 44.

The first flexible elongate arrangement 12 moves to the partial securing position
shown in Figure 2, with the first sleeve 22 arranged substantially midway between the
first and second karabiners 25, 26. The first sieeve 22 is shown in Figures 2A and
2B.

The first region 154 of the strap arrangement 152 drops onto the loads 104, 106, as
shown in Figure 2. The first region 154 is provided with appropriate hook means
thereon (not shown), thereby allowing the strap arrangement 152 to be attached to
the lorry trailer 102 at the first side, thereby partially securing the strap arrangement
162 to the trailer bed 100.

The user can then move to the second side of the lorry trailer 102 and pull
downwardly on the second region 156 of the strap arrangement 152. This has the
effect of pulling the second flexible elongate arrangement through the support 28 in
the direction of the arrow B in Figure 3 so that the second sleeve 24 passes through
the support 16, deforming the second engaging member 46. The second region 154

11
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of the strap arrangement 152 drops onto the loads 104, 106, and the second sleeve
moves to the position shown in Figures 3 and 3C.

A further suitable hook means (not shown) is provided on the second region 156 of
the strap arrangement 152 thereby allowing the strap arrangement 152 to be fully
secured to the trailer bed 100. The hook means at the end of the second region 156
of the strap arrangement 152 has appropriate adjustment means (not shown) to allow
the strap arrangement 152 to be tightened across the loads 104, 106.

When it is desired to release the strap arrangement 152 from the loads 104, 106, the
user releases the hook means at each of the first and second regions 154, 156 and
pulls downwardly on the flexible elongate arrangements 18, 20, as indicated by the
arrow C in Figure 4. This pulis the first and second fiexible elongate arrangements
12, 14, so that the first and second sleeves 22, 24 on the first and second flexible
elongate arrangements 18, 20 are pulied through the support 28 by deforming the
respective first and second engaging members 44, 46.

When the first and second sleeves 22, 24 have been pulled through the support 28
as aforesaid, the first and second flexible elongate arrangements 12, 14 are thereby
retained once more by the retaining device 16, and the strap arrangement 152 is
returned to the suspended position.

There is thus described a retaining device 16 and a retaining assembly 10 which can
be used with a strap arrangement 152 to secure a load to a lorry trailer and released
therefrom easily and effectively.

A second embodiment of the retaining assembly, generally designated 210, is shown
in Figures 8 to 10, which includes many of the features of the retaining assembly 10
shown in Figures 5 to 7. These features have been designated with the same
reference numerals as the corresponding features in Figures 5to 7.

The embodiment of the retaining assembly 210 shown in Figures 8 to 10 differs from
the retaining assembly 10 shown in Figures 5 to 7 in that the retaining assembly 210

12
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comprises a retaining device 116, which includes first and second engaging
members 144, 146 in the form of springs.

In the embodiment shown, the first and second engaging members 144, 146 are
formed of respective metal strips bent around the edges of the apertures 36, 38.

Each engaging member 144, 146 extends through a respective one of the apertures
36, 38 and provides a resistance portion 148 in the respective aperture 36, 38, to
partially occlude the apertures 36, 38.

The support 28 has first and second faces 164, 166. A first spacing member 168
projects outwardly form the first face 164. A second spacing member 170 projects
outwardly from the second face 166. The engaging members 144, 146 are wrapped
around the spacing members 164, 166.

The spacing members 164, 166 space the engaging members 144, 146 from the
support, thereby maximising the resilience of the engaging members 144, 146. The
engaging members 144, 146 are resiliently deformable, and each has a first end
region 147A movable relative to the support 28 on deformation of the respective first
and second engaging members 144, 146.

Each of the engaging members 144, 146 has a second end region 147B which
extends into the respective securing aperture 174, 176 to engage the support 28
therein, thereby securing each engaging member 144, 146 to the support 28.

Each first spacing member 168 has a pair of spaced guide walls 178 between which
the first end region 147A is disposed. The guide walls 278 guide the first end region
147A of each engaging member 144, 146 when the respective engaging member
144, 146 is resiliently deformed.

As can be seen from Figure 10, the first and second spacing members 168, 170 are
offset relative to each other. In Figure 10, the first spacing member 168 is shown
offset below the second spacing member 170. It will be appreciated that the term

13
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“pelow” is used for ease of reference and relates to the orientation of the retaining
device 116 in Figure 10.

The retaining assembly 210 further includes first and second elongate arrangements,
only one of which is shown, generally designated 112. The elongate arrangement
112 comprises a flexible elongate member 212 formed of a webbing material. In the
second embodiment shown, the flexible elongate member 212 may be in the form of
a strap.

in the second embodiment, cooperating portions in the form of beads 214 are
attached to the flexible elongate member 212 in a spaced relationship. The drawings
show three beads 214, but it will be appreciated that any suitable number of beads
214 can be provided. The beads 214 have the same function as the sleeve 22 or 24
described above. The provision of more than one bead 214 or sleeve 22, 24
provides the advantage in the embodiments described herein that the elongate
arrangements 12, 14, 212 can be used with catenaries 108, 110 that are spaced from
each other by differing distances in different lorry trailers 102.

When the flexible elongate member 212 is pulled through the aperture 36, the beads
214 engage the resistance portion 148 of the first engaging member 144. The effect
of this is that the force pulling on the flexible elongate member 212 has to be
increased in order to pull the beads 214 through the aperture 36.

Thus, the interaction between the beads 214 and the engaging members 144, 146
has the effect of retaining one or more of the beads 214 on one side or other of the
retaining device 210, depending upon the direction in which the beads 214 and the
flexible elongate member 212 was last pulled through the aperture 36 or 38.

Various modifications can be made without departing from the scope of the invention.
For example, the support 28 does not need to be triangular. Also, the single flexible
elongate article 11 may comprise two separate elongate arrangements. [n another
modification, the support may define only one aperture and may have only one
engaging member to engage the bead or sleeve. In a further modification, the

14
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engaging member may comprise a compression, or other suitable spring. The D-
rings 160, 162 may be replaced by other suitable means capable of performing the
same function as the D-rings 160, 162. Any suitable number of sleeves or beads can
be provided on the elongate members the sleeves 22, 24 or the beads 214 could be
replaced by any suitable means capable of providing a widened region on the flexible
elongate members 18, 20,

15
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CLAIMS

1. A retaining assembly comprising a retaining device and a flexible elongate
arrangement moveable lengthwise relative to the retaining device, wherein the
retaining device comprises a support for supporting the flexible elongate arrangement
and engaging means on the support for engaging the fiexible elongate arrangement
and thereby retain the flexible elongate arrangement in a desired position relative to
the retaining device.

2. A retaining assembly according to claim 1, wherein the support comprises a
frame through which the flexible elongate arrangement can extend.

3. A retaining assembly according to claim 2, wherein the support further
includes a mounting member extending across the frame, the engaging means being
mounted on the mounting member.

4. A retaining assembly according to claim 1, 2 or 3, wherein the engaging
means is attached to the support, the engaging means being deformable to allow
said movement of the flexible elongate arrangement through the support.

5. A retaining assembly according to claim 4, wherein the support defines an
aperture through which the flexible elongate arrangement extends, the engaging
means providing a resistance portion in the aperture to provide resistance to the
movement of the flexible elongate arrangement therethrough.

6. A retaining assembly according to claim 5, wherein the engaging means is
resiliently deformable, and has a first end movable relative to the support on
deformation of the engaging means, and a second end attached to the support.

7. A retaining assembly according to claim 6, wherein the engaging means
extends from a first side of the support through the aperture to a second side of the
support, the resistance portion comprising a raised region of the engaging means in
the aperture.

16
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8. A retaining assembly according to claim 7, wherein the support defines first
and second faces, the aperture extending between the first and second faces, the
support further including a first spacing member projecting from the first face, and a
second spacing member projecting from the second face, the first and second
spacing members being provided to space the engaging means from the first and
second faces, and wherein the first and second spacing members are offset relative
to each other, the first spacing member being closer to the resistance portion of the
engaging means than the second spacing member, the first end of the engaging
means extending across the first spacing member, and the first spacing member
including guide formations to guide the aforesaid movement of the first end of the
engaging means.

9. A retaining assembly according to claim 8, wherein the engaging means is
wrapped around the first and second spacing members.

10. A retaining assembly according to any of claims 4 to 9, wherein the flexible
elongate arrangement comprises a flexible elongate member and a cooperating
portion on the flexible elongate member, the cooperating portion being configured
cooperate with the engaging means.

11. A retaining assembly according to claim 10, wherein the cooperating portion
comprises a bead, button or sleeve on the flexible elongate member.

12. A retaining assembly according to any of claims 4 to 11, comprising a plurality
of flexible elongate arrangements moveable through the retaining device, the
engaging means comprising a plurality of resiliently deformable engaging means,
each being configured to engage a respective one of the flexible elongate
arrangements to retain the flexible elongate arrangements in respective desired
positions relative to the retaining device, wherein the support defines a plurality of
apertures through each of which a respective one of the flexible elongate’
arrangements extends.

13. A retaining assembly according to claim 12, wherein a first of the plurality of
engaging means is arranged to engage a first of the plurality of flexible elongate

17
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arrangements to retain said first flexible elongate arrangement in the desired position
relative to the retaining device, and a second of the piurality of engaging means is
arranged to engage a second of the plurality of flexible elongate arrangements to
retain said second flexible elongate arrangement in the desired position relative to
the retaining device.

14. A retaining assembly according to claim 12 or 13, wherein each of the first and
second engaging means comprises a respective elongate resilient deformable
member, each of the first and second engaging means being attached at one end to
the support.

156. A retaining assembly according to any of claims 12 to 14, wherein each of the
engaging means has a resistance portion in the respective first and second apertures
to provide resistance to the movement of the flexible elongate arrangements
therethrough.

16. A retaining assembly according to any of claims 12 to 15, wherein each of the
first and second engaging means extends from a first side of the support through a
respective one of the apertures to a second side of the support, the resistance
portion comprising a respective raised region of the engaging means in each
aperture.

17. A retaining assembly according to any preceding claim, wherein the support
includes a formation by means of which the support can be suspended from an
appropriate hanger.

18. A retaining device comprising a support for supporting at least one flexible
elongate arrangement and engaging means on the support for engaging the flexible
elongate arrangement. v

19. A retaining device according to claim 18, wherein the support comprises a
frame through which the flexible elongate arrangement can extend.
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20. A retaining device according to claim 19, wherein the support further includes
a mounting member extending across the frame, the engaging means being mounted
on the mounting member.

21. A retaining device according to claim 18, 19 or 20 wherein the engaging
means attached to the support, the engaging means being deformable to allow said
movement of the flexible elongate arrangement through the support.

22. A retaining device according to claim 21, wherein the support defines an
aperture through which the flexible elongate arrangement can extend, the engaging
means having a resistance portion in the aperture to provide resistance to the
movement of the flexible elongate member therethrough.

23. A retaining device according to claim 22, wherein the engaging means is
resiliently deformable, and has a first end movable relative to the support on
deformation of the engaging means, and a second end attached to the support.

24. A retaining device according to claim 23, wherein the engaging means
extends from a first side of the support through the aperture to a second side of the
support, the resistance portion comprising a raised region of the engaging means in
the aperture.

25. A retaining device according to claim 24, wherein the support defines first and
second faces, the apertures extending between the first and second faces, the
support further including respective first spacing member projecting from the first face
at each aperture, and a second spacing member projecting from the second face at
each aperiure, each of the first and second spacing members being provided to
space the respective engaging means from the first and second faces, and wherein
each of the first and second spacing members are offset relative to each other, each
first spacing member being closer to the resistance portion of the engaging means
than each second spacing member, each first end of the engaging means extending
across the respective first spacing member, and each first spacing member including
guide formations to guide the aforesaid movement of the respective first end of the
engaging means.
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26. A retaining device according to claim 23, 24 or 25, wherein the engaging
means comprises a spring wrapped around the first and second spacing members.

27. A retaining device according to any of claims 21 to 26, wherein the engaging
means comprises a plurality of resiliently deformable engaging means to engage a
respective flexible elongate arrangement to retain both flexible elongate
arrangements in respective desired positions relative to the retaining device.

28. A retaining device according to claim 27, wherein the support defines first and
second apertures through each of which a respective flexible elongate arrangement
can extend.

29. A retaining device according to claim 27 or 28, wherein each of the first and
second engaging means comprises a respective elongate resilient deformable
member, each of the first and second engaging means being attached at one end to
the support.

30. A retaining device according to any of claims 27, 28 or 29, wherein each of the
engaging means has a resistance portion in the respective first and second apertures
to provide resistance to the movement of the flexible elongate arrangements
therethrough.

31. A retaining device according to any of claims 27 to 30, wherein each of the
first and second engaging means extends from a first side of the support through a
respective one of the apertures to a second side of the support, the resistance
portion comprising a raised region of the engaging means in the aperture.

32. A retaining device according to any of claims 27 to 31, wherein the support
defines a respective first opening to each of the apertures on the first side of the
support and a respective second opening to each of the apertures on a second side
of the support, each of the first openings having a first edge region around which the
respective engaging means extends and the each of the second openings having a
second edge region around which the respective engaging means extends, wherein
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each of the first edge regions is closer to the respective engaging means than the
respective second edge region. ‘

33. A retaining device according to claim 32 wherein each engaging means
comprises a spring wrapped around the respective first and second edge regions.

34. A retaining device according to any of claims 18 to 33, wherein the support
includes a formation by means of which the support can be suspended from an
appropriate hanger.

35. A retaining device according to claim 34, wherein the formation is a further
aperture defined by the support.

36. A retaining assembly substantially as herein described with reference to the
accompanying drawings.

37. A retaining device substantially as herein described with reference to Figures
5 to 7 of the accompanying drawings.

38. A retaining device substantially as herein described with reference to Figures
8, 9 and 10 of the accompanying drawings.
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