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This invention relates to earrings and more particu-
larly to an improved adjustable spring clamp therefor.

The principal object of the invention is the provision
of an adjustable spring clamp mounting for an earring.

A further object of the invention is the provision of
a spring clamp mounting for an earring which may be
moved easily to vary the effective tension of the spring
clamp employed for holding the earring in place on a
wearer’s ear.

A still further object of the invention is the provision
of an improved spring clamp for an earring that may be
economically manufactured.

The earring disclosed herein is of the type in which
a spring clamp is employed for mounting the earring on
the ear lobe of the wearer. In earrings of the clamp-on
type heretofore known in the art, the clamping member
has frequently taken the form of a leaf spring, one por-
tion of which is fixed with respect to the earring so that
a fixed degree of tension is always present in the clamp-
ing device. Such earrings are often unsatisfactory for
the reason that the degree of tension is either too great
or too little. In the event that the spring member pro-
duces too great a tension, the earring proves to be un-
comfortable to wear and in the event that the tension is
too little the earring is not secured to the wearer’s ear
lobe and the earring frequently changes position or comes
away from the ear lobe completely.

It is therefore a principal object of the invention to
provide an earring of the clamp-on type in which the
point of engagement between the spring member and
the earring may be varied so that the relative tension of
the spring member with respect to its proximity to the
earring may be varied while at the same time maintain-
ing sufficient tension to hold the earring on the wearer's
ear lobe.

In clamp-on earrings it is important that the clamping
device be inconspicuous and at the same time capable of
being easily manipulated. The device disclosed herein
is easily operated to preposition the clamping arm with
respect to the earring and the mechanism by which it is
adjustably positioned on the earring is neat and attractive.

With the foregoing and other objects in view which
will appear as the description proceeds, the invention
resides in the combination and arrangement of parts and
in the details of construction hereinafter described and
claimed, it being the intension to cover all changes and
modifications of the example of the invention herein
chosen for purposes of the disclosure, which do not con-
stitute departures from the spirit and scope of the inven-
tion. :

The invention is illustrated in the accompanying draw-
ing, wherein:

FIGURE 1 is a perspective view on an enlarged scale
showing an earring with the improved adjustable clamp-
ing member.

FIGURE 2 is a vertical section on line 2—2 of FIG-
URE 1.

FIGURE 3 is a horizontal section on line 3—3 of
FIGURE 2.

By referring to the drawings and FIGURE 1 in par-
ticular it will be seen that an earring of the clamp-on
type has been disclosed which includes an earring orna-
ment 10 mounted on a support arm 11 which is gener-
ally L shaped and the horizontal portion 12 of which
has a bifurcated end section forming a pair of spaced
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extensions 13 .and 14 each of which has an upturned
apertured bracket 15 and 16 respectively formed there-
on, The apertured brackets 15 and 16 are positioned
vertically so that a horizontal center line may be extend-
ed through the apertures therein. The central portion
of the horizontal section 12 of the support arm 11 has
an upwardly extended arcuate member 17 thereon, one
surface of which is serrated as at 18. It will be observed
that the arcuate member 17 may be conveniently formed
from a section of the metal of the horizontal portion 12
of the support arm 11, as best seen in FIGURE 2 of the
drawings. The uppermost part of the support arm 11
has a rounded or bowed section 19 which is adapted to
be positioned on the front side of the ear lobe of the
wearer. A spring arm 20 has an upper end portion in-
cluding a bowed section 21 that is positioned in spaced
oppositely disposed relation to the bowed section 19 here-
tofore referred to and is adapted to be engaged against
the back side of the wearer’s ear lobe,

The spring arm 20 has separate side sections which
are provided with outturned ends 22 engaged in the aper-
tures in the brackets 15 and 16 heretofore referred to.
The spring arm 20 is therefore pivotally mounted with
respect to the brackets 15 and 16 of the support arm 11.
The center section of the spring arm 20 which is posi-
tioned between the separate side sections thereof is curved
and has its lower end 23 formed in a radius as best shown
in FIGURES 1 and 2 of the drawings. The outermost end
portions of the radius are provided with a serrated sur-
face 24 which is positioned in engaging relation to the
serrated surface 18 of the arcuate member 17 on the hori-
zontal portion 12 of the support arm 11. Tt will thus be
seen that the spring arm 20 can be moved to severa} dif-
ferent positions while the serrated surfaces 24 and 28 will
remain engaged and thereby hold the lower end of the
spring arm 20 with respect to the support arm 11 of the
earring. This adjustable mounting does not affect the
spring action or tension of the spring arm 20, as may be
observed by referring to FIGURE 2 wherein an alter-
native position of the spring arm 20 is shown in broken
lines. In the position shown in broken lines and in the
position shown in solid lines the spring arm 20 will still
have the same resiliency relative to the support arm 11
of the earring.

It will thus be seen that the relative positioning of
the upper end of the spring arm 20 to the upper end
of the mounting arm 11 of the earring may be varied
to suit the individual wearing the earring while retain-
ing the full resiliency of the spring arm 20.

The ornament 10 of the earring may comprise any
desired form or object and is not necessarily limited to
the particular disc shaped ornament shown.

In FIGURE 3 of the drawings, the pivotal mounting
of the outturned ends 22 of the separate side sections
of the spring arm 20 may be seen and it will be noted
that they are positioned on the center line of the radius
on which the lower end 23 of the spring arm 20 is formed.
This formation of the end portion 23 of the spring arm
20 always positions the serrated surface 24 thereon in
operative relation to the serrated surface 17 on the ar-
cuate member 17 of the support arm 11 of the earring.

It will thus be seen that an adjustable spring clamp
for an earring has been disclosed which meets the sev-
eral objects of my invention and having thus described
my invention what I claim is:

An earring having a support arm with an ornament
thereon, an arcuate member and a pair of spaced oppo-
sitely disposed apertured brackets on said support arm,
one surface of said arcuate member being serrated, a
spring arm having separate spaced side sections the ends
of which are axially aligned, outturned and pivotally
engaged in said apertured brackets, said spring arm hav-
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ing a resilient central portion extending between said
side sections and including a resilient free end portion
formed on a radius, said end portion extending substan-
tially 260 degrees about a center lying on a line joining
said outturned ends, the outer surface of said end por-
tion having a serrated surface engaging said serrated sur-
face on said arcuate member.
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