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1 Claim. (CL 273—157)

The present invention relates to an educational and
amusement game device. ' g

One object of the present invention lies in providing a
compact, simple and inexpensive game which is ap-
propriate for amusement, as well as educational purposes,
for both children and adults.

Another object of the present invention lies in provid-
ing a game device for aiding children to learn how to
spell and to learn the meanings of words by the associa-
tion between words and symbols, words and illustrations,
and words and definitions.

Still another object of the present invention is to
provide a game involving the reconstruction, in its original
form, of a completed cross-word puzzle which has been
cut into pieces of varying sizes and shapes.

Still another object of the present invention is to pro-
vide such a game wherein the clues to the words of such
completed cross-word puzzle are incorporated in the
puzzle proper.

Still another object of the present invention is to pro-
vide a puzzle which, when assembled, has on the surface
thereof a completed cross-word puzzle and the clues to
the words thereof, which comprise block-outlined indicia.

Still another object is to provide such a puzzle where-
in the clues to the words of the cross-word puzzle are
incorporated in the puzzle proper.

With the above objects in view, and any others which
may suggest themselves from the description to follow,
a better understanding of the invention may be had by
reference to the accompanying drawing which is merely
illustrative of, but does not limit, the present invention
and in which— :

Fig. 1 is a plan view of one embodiment of the present
device in an unassembled state;

Fig. 2 is a plan view of the embodiment of Fig. 1 in
an assembled state;

Fig. 3 is a plan view of the pieces of Fig. 1 as they
might be outlined on a sheet of backing material in a
disarranged manner.

Referring to Figs. 1 and 2, 1 is a flat square panel
of paper, cardboard, wood, plastic, or other material
having printed on its top surface a completed cross-word
puzzle and which is cut into pieces 2 of varied dimensions
and shapes, each of which has on its surface a portion of
the cross-word puzzle.

Since pieces 2 are produced by cutting up the square 1
in a predetermined manner, it is apparent that the edges
of pieces 2 cooperate with each other to effect a completed
cross-word puzzle when properly matched and assembled
as shown in Fig. 2. The proper matching, mating and
assembling, as shown in Fig. 2, of these unassembled pre-
cut pieces, as shown in Fig. 1, is the aim of the puzzle
of the present invention.

It will be noted that the completed cross-word puzzle
disclosed in Figs. 1 and 2 differs from known cross-word
puzzles in that the clues to the words in the puzzle,
instead of being separate and apart from the puzzle proper,
are incorporated into the puzzle proper itself.
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Furthermore, unlike known cross-word puzzles, the
clues herein comprise not only word descriptions but
also include other forms of clues such as pictures,
anagrams, rebuses, and the like, which becomes an intel-
ligible clue in its vertical or horizontal cross-word line.

In the illustrative embodiment shown in Figs. 1 and 2
one of such clues takes the form of a picture 3 of an ill
person, which gives a clue that the letters in the squares
thereunder, ‘when the pieces of the puzzle are properly
assembled, spell “il.” Similarly, sketch 4 of two ‘bells
gives a clue that the letters in the squares thereafter, when
the pieces of the cross-cut puzzle are properly assembled,
spell the word “bells.” Rebus 5 shows a bone skeleton
which gives a clue that the letters in the squares there-
after, when the pieces are properly- assembled, spell the
word “os,” which is an anatomical and zoological term
for bones. Sketch 6 of a stile gives a clue that the letters
in-the squares thereunder, when the pieces are properly
assembled, spell the word “stile.” The anagram in
square 7, having the letters of the word “sneer” disar-
ranged, is the clue that the letters in the square there-
under, when the pieces are properly assembled, spell the
word “sneer.” The word “preposition” in square 8 sug-
gests that the letters in the squares thereunder, when the
pieces are properly assembled, spell the word “as.”
“N. W. State” in square 9 is a clue that the letters in the
squares thereunder, when the pieces are properly as-
sembled, are “S. D.,” an abbreviation for South Dakota.
“Man’s name” in square 10 is a clue that the letters in
the squares thereafter, when the pieces are properly as-
sembled, spell the word “Ed.” “English (ABB)” in
square 11 gives a clue that the letters in the squares there-
after, when the pieces are properly assembled, are “BR.”
The definition “Makes with needle and yarn” in square
12 gives a clue that the letters in the squares thereafter,
when the pieces are properly assembled, spell the word
“knits.” “Prophet” in square 13 gives a clue that the
letters in the squares thereafter, when the pieces are
properly assembled, spell the word “Eli” who was a
prophet. “Shot” in square 14 gives a clue that the
letters in such square and the square thereafter, when
the pieces are properly assembled, spell “BB” which is
a form of shot. “All right (slang)” in square 15 gives
a clue that the letters in the squares thereunder, when
the pieces are properly assembled, spell the word “OK”
which is a slang expression for “all right” Filled-in
square 16, as in known cross-word puzzles, are merely
blank spaces which do not contain letters.

In Fig. 3 the pieces of Figs. 1 and 2 are shown printed
or mounted on a sheet of paper, carboard or any other
backing material in a disarranged manner so that the
pieces may be conveniently obtained by cutting along the
outer edges thereof on the sheet for the purpose of as-
sembly. If desired the outer edges of the pieces can be
perforated or scored for convenient severance from the
backing.

Although particular definitions, anagrams, rebuses,
sketches, pictures, expressions and the like, are shown in
the figures, it will be appreciated that the clues may be
of infinite forms and varieties and the present invention
is not limited thereto.

With few exceptions each individual piece contains, in

" addition to at least one letter, a clue thereon to a word,

at least a part but with few exceptions not all of which,
is on said piece. .

Although the cross-word puzzle of the drawing is made
up of a plurality of square areas, it will be appreciated
that it may be made up of areas of any shape or size.

As in known cross-word puzzles, each letter in each
space is usually part of both a vertical and a horizontal
word.

It is apparent that the clues on the individual pieces,
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in conjunction with the letters on such pieces and ad-
jacent pieces together with the shape of said pieces, act as
clues to the position of such pieces in the completed
puzzle.

Although each piece in the figures is angularly shaped
and the edges thereof fall on lines separating the square
areas of the puzzle, this is not essential and the inven-
tion includes within its scope pieces of other forms and
shapes whose edges do not necessarily fall on the lines
separating the arcas of the puzzle. Furthermore, the
assembled puzzle may be of any shape desired.

The puzzle may be prepared in uncut form with the
top surface obscured by some means such as a piece of
paper or the like, and with lines drawn thercon to indicate
the proper size and shape.of the picces. By cuiting along
these lines and removing the paper the cut puzzle is then
available for reassembly.

Although the particular puzzle shown is rather simple
in character, it will be appreciated that it may be made
as complicated and intricate as desired. For example, a
puzzie intended for children would be made relatively
simple while a puzzle intended for adulis would be more
complicated.

It is obvious that various changes and modifications
niay be made in the details of construction, design, and
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clues of the above specifically described embodiment of
this invention without departing from the spirit thereof.

I claim:

A puzzle comprising a set of flat puzzle pieces of varied
shapes and dimensions and adapted to be assembled to-
gether in the manner of a jig-saw puzzle to form a com-
plete panel, each piece having thereon variegated block-
outlined indicia comprising a portion of a completed
cross-word puzzle, certain of the blocks on each said piece
including a portion of a word, and certain of the remain-
ing blecks comprising an intelligible clue to -the word in
its vertical -or horizontal crossword line, the shape of
said pieces, in conjunction with said indicia thereon and
the shape and indicia on-each mating piece, cooperatively
facilitating proper matching and assembly of said pieces
te produce an assembled panel constituting a completed
crosswerd puzzle.
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