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This invention relates to improvements in pic-
ture holders, such as may be used to hold a pic-
ture or other sheet of material, and to form a pro-
tective cover therefor. i

It has been customary heretofore to enclose
pictures, drawings, certificates and the like within
a picture frame whereby these may be supported
on the wall and provided with a protective cover
such as a sheet of glass. Such frames are ex~
pensive and often add a detracting effect to the
picture itself.

The object of this invention is to improve
holders for this purpose, to dispense with the
usual picture frame required heretofore, and yet
to provide an effective and secure support for
the picture.

This object is accomplished, according to one
embodiment of the invention, by supporting the
object or securing it to a support by means of a
split ring which has sufficient resiliency to hold
the picture or other sheet in proper position on
the support. The picture or other sheet may be
covered with a sheet of glass for protecting pur-
poses and a series of split spring rings used to
secure the parts together in an effective manner.
These rings preferably are initially fat and the
sides thereof are twisted or displaced transversely
in embracing relation with the glass and picture,
50 as to clamp these parts in effective secure re-
lationship that will serve to hold them in place.

This embodiment of the invention is illustrated
in the accompanying drawings in which:

Fig. 1 is a front elevation of a picture holder
of the character provided by this invention;

Fig. 2 is an end elevation thereof;

Fig. 3 is a detailed horizontal section there-
through showing a slight modification.

While the invention is described as useful for
the supporting of pictures, it is contemplated
that various other objects may be supported in
like manner, such as certificates, special papers
and sheets of various kinds which may be placed
on display and protected in use.

A backing sheet is shown at | over which a
sheet of glass or other transparent covering
material extends as indicated at 2, preferably
throughout the area of the backing sheet. The
picture may be printed or otherwise depicted
directly on the front face of the sheet I, or this
may be another type of display sheet adapted for
exposure in a display position. If it is desired,
however, the display material may be interposed
between the sheets | and 2, as for instance, by
inserting a photograph, certificate or picture
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therebetween, and be retained in pblace by these
sheets,

The parts are held in their proper relations by
a series of fastenings 3, which are spaced at inter-
vals around the edges of the sheets | and 2.
Each of the fastenings 3 is in the form of an ini-
tially flat spring ring split at one side, and the
ends thereof deflected laterally in opposite direc-
tions in embracing relation over the sheets as
shown particularly in Fig. 2. The yieldability of
this ring will apply transverse clamping pressure
on the edge of the sheets to confine these in secure
relationship with respect to each other and hold
them effectively in their proper positions. A
suitable number of rings may be used for this
purpose according to the size of the sheets.

Two of the rings at one end of the sheet are
shown as forming a support for the holder by
being connected together through a strand 4
which will serve as a hanging support and by
means of which the holder may be suspended on
a wall.

It will be evident that a holder may be con-
nected with any of the rings 3, either to pro-
vide a hanging support for the picture or other
display matter, or to provide a stand to hold it
in display position.

If it is desired to seal the edges of the sheets,
this may be done by a sealing material as indi-
cated at § in Pig. 3. This sealing material may
be a plastic that extends over the adjacent edges
of the sheets | and 2, or it may be formed by 2
strip or tape of sealing material that may be
applied readily to the edges of the sheets.

While the invention has been itlustrated and
described in one embodiment, it is appreciated
that modifications and changes may be made
therein without departing from the invention,
except as specified in the claims.

I claim:

1. A sheet holder of the character described
comprising an arcuate split flat spring ring of
rectangular cross section having the ends of said
ring spaced apart in a vertical plane and offset

"in a transverse plane constructed so that the flat

end portions of said ring embrace the edge por-
tion of said sheet. :

2. A sheet holder of the character described
comprising arcuate flat split spring rings, each
ring being of rectangular cross section having the
ends of said ring spaced apart and offset in 2
transverse plane and provided with flat surfaces
adjacent the ends thereof, said rings being con-
structed so that the flat end surfaces thereof
embrace therebetween the flat surfaces of said
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sheet and surround the edge of said sheet, said UNTTED STATES PATENTS

rings being adapted to be spaced apart about Number Name Date
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