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This invention relates to:€lastic ‘tape insertion
For-garments end has for its principal .object to
provide a tape :of ‘novel construction for use as
a marrow:seam:connection between :garment sec-
#tions -and -which ‘s 'substantially inelastic longi-
tudinally -of “he seam while having maximum
-elasticity across ‘the width thereof.

Another -object iis to -provide -an. elastic lace
tape having iinelastic selvedge. portions, a -plu-
rality -of longitudinglly -extentding elastic ‘threads
‘each having a suceession-of loops:-formed therein
and lying in ‘a-‘common plane with said -selvedge
portions, ‘and dongitudinally extending ‘inelastic
threads in the form of chain stitches intercon-
necting ‘the :closed -ernds-of the adjacent loops of
the elastic threads with each other and the al-
ternate loops -of “the outermost -elastic threads
with rthe inelastic ‘selvedge ;portions of ‘the ‘fape.

It is a further object of the invention to:pro-
vide elastic.tape insertion.as.above .characterized
which may be inexpensively produced by means
of a -‘conventional lace making machine,
““With the above-and other-objects in -view, the
invention -comprises -the -improved elastic ‘tape
insertion; ‘and the-construction-and arrangement
of its several parts, as will hereinafter be more
fully described, illustrated in the accompanying
drawings and subsequently incorporated in the
subjoined claims.

In the drawings, wherein I have disclosed one
practical embodiment of my invention, and in
which similar reference characters designate cor-
responding parts throughout the several views.

Figure 1 is a fragmentary elevation on a greatly
enlarged scale showing the parts of the tape in
widely separated relation for greater clarity and
illustrating one application of the tape as a
seam insert between spaced parts of a garment;

Figure 2 is a longitudinal sectional view taken
substantially on the line 2—2 of Figure 1;

Figure 3 is an elevation similar to Figure 1,
looking at the reverse side of the garment sec-
tions; and

Figure 4 is a side elevation illustrating the use
of ‘the improved elastic tape as a seam insert be-
tween the front and back inelastic sections of
a lady’s slip or similar article of apparel.

Referring more particularly to Figure 'l of the
drawings, the improved elastic tape is provided
with. an inelastic selvedge extending longitudi-
nally along each of its side edges. As herein
shown, this selvedge may be formed from a mul-
tiple strand inelastic thread 10 having a contin-
uous succession of loops 12 formed therein which
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alternately extend in opposite «directions to ‘the
closed :ends {4:and 6 respectively :of:said loops.
The outer logp -ends ‘of ‘the selvedge thread (0
are interconnected by inelastic ‘thread forming
‘the line :of ¢hain stitches 48.

The :loop :ends 16 of the :selvedge :threads (0
wlang .each :side-edge of ‘the tape .are.connected
hy :a Tace work pattern-of iinterconnected elastic
and dnelastic threads. :As.ishown,a plurality -of
longitudinally extending .elastic :threads 20 :are
each formed :into:a continuous:succession. of loops
22 with the closed ends.24and 26 of said-lcops
alternately projecting:in .opposite :directions in
similar manner -to the loaps 12 iof ‘the :selvedge
threads. - The elastic thread leops .are :disposed
in a-common :plane with each other and with the
loops. 42 «of ithe selvedge threads, the closed ends
of the loops:in:said :€lastic threads ‘extending in
overlapping relation -with :each .other and :loops
of ‘the outer mmost elastic threads 20 :extending
hetween the sspaced :closed :ends 16 0f loops A2
of :the dnelastic :selvedge -thread: 10.

The loops 22 of the outer side elastic threads
29 -are .interconnected with the inelastic thread
loops 2 of the:selvedige :portions:of ithe stape by
the longitudinally extending dnelastic threads 28
which are formed into chain stitches the loops
of which extend around the contiguous portions
of the thread loops 12 and 22. Similarly the
inelastic threads 30 are knitted so as to form
chain loops interconnecting the loops 22 of the
elastic threads 20 with each other at the con-
tiguous closed ends thereof.

As seen in Figures 1 and 3 of the drawings, the
inelastic selvedge portions of the tape are secured
to the hemmed edges of two pieces of fabric 32
and 34, which may be pinked as shown at 36, by
the longitudinal lines of stitches 38 which extend
over and firmly secure the opposite side portions
of the inelastic thread loops 12 to the fabric sec-
tions adjacent the line of inelastic thread chain
loops 18 connecting the selvedge loops 12. In
the lateral movement of the fabric sections 32
and 34 away from each other under stress, such
movement is elastically resisted by the trans-
mission of strain through the inelastic selvedge
threads {0 of the tape and the inelastic threads
28 and 308 to the loops 22 of the elastic threads
29 so that said loops will be elastically elongated
across the width of the tape. The inelastic
threads 28 and 30 will however effectively prevent
any substantial elastic or resilient yielding of the
elastic threads 20 in response to strain applied to
the tape longitudinally thereof.

In Figure 4 of the drawings I have shown the
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above desceribed elastic lace tape in one practical
application thereof as an elastic seam 44 be-
tween the front and back portions 40 and 42 of
a lady’s slip or similar undergarment. It will
be noted that the tape is comparatively narrow
and extends from the center of the arm holes to
the extreme lower edge of the garment. Thus,
under the body strains the tape insertion will
elastically yield loeally at various points along
its length while maintaining a substantially con-
stant relationship between the front and back
sections of the garment vertically thereof. By
the improved elastic lace construction of the
tape, maximum elasticity is obtained across the
width thereof, obviating possible rupture of the
seam, and insuring greater bodily comfort to
the wearer. It will of course be understood that
the number of elastic and inelastic threads in the
tape may vary in accordance with the required

width of the tape and the partlcular purpose for

which it may be used.

From the above description and the accom-
panying drawing, it is thought that the construc-
tion of my improved elastic tape insertion and
the several advantages thereof will be clearly
understood. It may be inexpensively fabricated
by a conventional lace making machine. The
elastic and inelastic threads may be of predeter-
mined selected weights, and if desired, for orna-
mental contrast with the garment to which the
tape insertion is applied, the threads may be of
a suitable selected color.

The invention may be embodled in other spe-
cific forms without departing from the spirit or
essential characteristics thereof.” The present
embodiment is therefore to be considered in all
respects as illustrative and not restrictive, the
scope of the invention being indicated by the
appended claims rather than by the foregoing
description, and all changes which come within
the meaning and range of equivalency of the
claims are therefore intended to be embraced
therein,

What is claimed and desired to be secured
by United States Letters Patent is:

1. Elastic tape comprising inelastic selvedge
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portions, and connecting means between $aid sel-
vedge portions elastically yieldable across the
width of the tape and substantially inelastic
lengthwise thereof, said means including a plu-
rality of longitudinally extending elastic threads
between said selvedge portions each having &
continuous succession of loops formed therein
and disposed substantially in a common plane
with each other and with said selvedge portions,
and a plurality of inelastic longitudinally extend-
ing knitted threads respectively interconnecting
the loops of adjacent elastic threads at their
closed ends with each other.

2. Elastic tape as defined in claim 1 wherein
said inelastic threads form a connected chain of
thread loops.

3. Elastic tape as defined in claim 1 wherein
each selvedge portion of the tape includes loops
of inelastic threads and said connecting means
comprises a longitudinally extending chain of
inelastic thread loops.

4.. An elastic tape comprising selvedge portions
of inelastic thread each comprising a longitu-
dinally continuous succession of thread loops,
transversely elastic connecting means hetween
said selvedge portions comprising loops of elastic
thread having closed ends disposed substantially
within the open ends of said inelastic selvedge
thread loops, and longitudinally extending in-
elastic knitted threads interconnecting said elas-
tic-thread loops and inelastic selvedge thread
loops at their closed ends with each other and
rendering the tape substantially inelastic longi-
tudinally thereof.

ROBERT WEINBERG.
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