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To al., whom, it may concern. 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM B. WHITE, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Jack 
son, in the county of Jackson and State of 

5 Michigan, have invented certain new and use 
fulmprovements in Adjustable and Folding 
Chairs; and I do declare the following to be 
a full, clear, and exact description of the in 
vention, such as will enable others skilled in 

Io the art to which it appertains to make and 
use the same, reference being had to the ac 
companying drawings, and to the letters of ref 
erence marked thereon, which form a part of 
this specification. 

I5. This invention relates to new and useful 
improvements in “adjustable and folding 
chairs,’ and it consists in a certain construc 
tion and arrangement of parts as hereinafter 
fully set forth, the essential features of which 

2O being pointed out particularly in the claims. 
The objects of the invention are to provide 

a simple, light and durable chair, that may 
be readily adjusted from an erect to a reclin 
ing position, and in which the construction 

25 is such as to render the parts self locking, and 
also enable the seat or body of the chair to 
be folded entirely within the dimensions of 
the back thereof, to reduce the bulk of the 
chair to the minimum, and render the same 
more conveniently portable. 
To this end my invention consists in the 

mechanism illustrated in the accompanying 
drawings, in which 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a chair 
35 embodying my invention. Fig. 2 is a central 

vertical section thereof. Fig. 3 is a front ele 
vation of the chair in a folded position. Fig. 
4 is a central vertical section on dotted line 
4-4 of Fig. 3. Fig. 5 is a central longitudi 

4o nal section through the leg and adjusting 
roller, on dotted line 5-5 of Fig. 1. Fig. 6 is 
a transverse section through same, on line 
6-6 of Fig. 5. 

Referring to the letters of reference, A is 
45 the back of the chair, which consists of the 

parallel side rails a, a located at suitable dis 
tance apart and connected at their upper and 
lower ends respectively by the parallel rungs 
b b. 

B, B are forwardly inclined legs which are 
connected at their upper ends by the rung c. 
The ends of said rung are provided with ten 

ons c' that pass through the ends of said legs 
and also enter the inner faces of the rails a C, 
of the back, at a point slightly above the rung 55 
b' thereof, (see Fig. 3,) whereby said back and 
legs are hinged upon the rung c and adapted 
to Swing toward each other, the reverse move 
ment of the back being limited by the en 
gagement of the rung b' thereof with the legs 6o 
B, which forms a stop and support for said 
back, see (Figs. 1 and 2.) 
CC are rearwardly inclined legs which are 

located between the legs BB and are pivoted 
centrally thereto by means of suitable bolts 65 
or rivets d, as shown clearly in Figs.1 and 2. 
The upper and lower ends of the legs C C 
are connected respectively by the rungse e', 
which serve to brace the body of the chair 
against lateral strain. 
D ID are keyhole-shaped openings formed 

in the opposed faces of the legs C C near the 
upper ends thereof, the angular portions of 
said openings extend in parallel line toward 
the upper end of said legs, see Figs. 5 and 6.75 
E is the adjusting roller having the elon 

gated or flat-sided tenons ff formed on the 
ends thereof. The width of said tenons is 
slightly less than the diameters of the annu 
lar portions of the openings D, while the 8o 
thickness of said tenons is equal to the width 
of the reduced or angular portions of said 
openings and fit snugly therein, as shown in 
FigS. 5 and 6, in which position said roller is 
locked from rotation. 85 
F is a strip of carpet or other suitable fab 

ric, which is secured to the upper rung b of 
the back of the chair and extending down 
ward passes between the rungscb' and thence 
under the rung b' outward to the runge and 9o 
around said rung to the roller E, upon which 
the surplus of the fabric is wound, as shown 
clearly in Fig. 2. The tenons on the ends of 
said roller, when being rotated to wind or 
unwind the fabric, revolve in the annular 95 portions of the keyhole-openings, and when 
shifted into engagement with the angular 
portions thereof, lock said roller from further 
movement and by the tension on the fabric, 
the chair is prevented from collapsing and roo 
the roller retained in its locked position. 
The desired adjustment of the chair may be 
readily effected by shifting the roller to bring 
the tenons into the annular portions of the 



o 

t 515,387 

keyhole-openings, when it may be rotated to 
wind or unwind the fabric and thus raise or 
lower the seat and back of the chair, as will 
be readily understood. The fabric Fin width 
is as much less than that of the chair back 
as the combined thickness of the legs B C, 
whereby the open spaces h. h. are formed be 
tWeen the edges of said fabric and the rails 
a C of the back, and into said spaces the legs 
of the chair are adapted to be folded; after 
first being swung into parallel line upon their 
central pivots, as shown in Fig. 3, and by 
dotted lines in Fig. 2. The slack in the fab 
ric produced by the folding of the legs may 
be taken up upon the roller, as shown in Fig. 
4, and thus the several parts of the chair 
when folded are contained entirely within 
the dimensions of the back and when un 
folded may be readily and conveniently ad 
justed and locked in the desired position. 
Having thus fully set forth my invention, 

what I claim as new, and desire to Secure by 
Letters Patent, is 

1. In an adjustable folding chair, the com: 
bination of the pivoted legs having their up 
per ends connected by cross rungs, the back 
hinged upon one of said rungs and having 
its upper and lower ends connected by cross 
rungs, the strip of fabric connected to the 
upper rung of said back and extending down 
in front of the rear upper rung of the legs, 
thence around under the lower rung of said 

35 

back and outward around the forward upper 
rung of said legs, and means for Securing Said 
fabric to said legs, substantially as specified. 

2. In an adjustable folding chair, the Com 

bination of the back having the cross rungs 
at the upper and lower ends thereof, the legs 
hinged at their upper ends to said back above 
the lower rung thereof, the cross legs pivoted 
centrally to said hinged legs and having their 
ends connected by cross rungs, the roller jour 
naled in the upper ends of said cross legs, 
the strip of fabric attached to the upper rung 
of said back and extending under the lower 45 
rung thereof over the upper rung of said 
CrOSS legs and around said roller, and means 
for locking said roller from rotation, substan 
tially as specified. 

3. In an adjustable folding chair, the com 
bination of the back having the cross rungs 
connecting the upper and lower ends thereof, 
the legs having a rung connecting their up 
per ends, the back hinged upon said rung, 
the cross legs pivoted centrally to the hinged 
legs and having rungs connecting the ends 
thereof, the key-hole shaped openings formed 
in the corresponding faces of said legs, the 
roller having flat sided tenons on the ends 
thereof adapted to be rotated and shifted in 
said openings, the strip of fabric attached to 
the back and extending between the hinge 
rung the lower rung of the back, thence un 
der said rung and outward over the upper 
rung of the cross legs and downward around 
said roller, as specified. - 

In testimony whereof Iaffix my signature i 
presence of two witnesses. 

WIELIAM B. WFEITE. 
Witnesses: 

OSCAR B. DRISCOLL, 
B. E. CHASE. 
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