Nov. 20, 1928. | - 1,692,231
' H, P. THOMPSON

RECORD FILE
‘Filed Dec. 19, 1927

S s _/oa ~4 ‘

Tnvenbor

Z/ffzz%a (B tomason-
eAL torneys

w i ..’M.



. &

~ Patented Nov. 20, 1928.

(>

10

15

20

N
(%23

3

(=3

[ ]
[

4

- .
< <

g -

1,692,231

UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

HARVEY P. THOMPSON, OF DES MOINES, IOWA.

RECORD FILE. ¢

~ Application flled December 19, 1927. Serial No. 241,011,

The object of my invention is to provide
an improvement in record files of simple,
durable and inexpensive construction.

It is primarily my purpose to provide in
a record file the combination with a case
having dividers with. means arranged for
holding the dividers in spaced position in
parallel planes, so that the upper edges of
the dividers are conveniently spaced for ac-
cess by the user. '

Still another purpose is to provide such
a structure having parts constructed and ar-
ranged so that the actuation of one divider
by a forward movement of its upper end will
serve to swing a plurality of other dividers
forwardly for a limited distance, whereby
the data at the upper parts of several di-
viders or between several® dividers may be
readily visible at one time.

In this connection, it is my purpose to pro-
vide a false bottom of novel construction,

dividers of novel construction, and a notched

supporting rail for coacting with the dividers
for accomplishing the purposes mentioned.
With these and other objects in view, my
invention consists in the construction, ar-
rangement and .combination of the various
parts of my record file, whereby the objects
contemplated are attained, as hereinafter
more fully set forth, pointed out in my claims,
and illustrated in the accompanying draw-
ings, in which: :
Figure 1 is a longitudinal, sectional view
through a portion of a record file embodying
my invention. ~
- Figure 2 is a perspective view of the false
bottom illustrating one form in which - the
bottom may be embodied. ‘

Figure 3 is a perspective view of one form -
of divider, which may be used with my de- .

vice. - , .
Figure 4 is a perspective view of one of the

rails, ' .

Figure 5 is a detail, sectional view taken

5 on the line 5—5 of Figure 1.

Figure 6 is a similar view to that shown

in Figure 5, illustrating a modified form of

my record file; and
Figure 7 i \
similar to those illustrated in Figures 5 and

turned flanges 128 and 12°.

is'a transverse, sectional view.

6 of a-slightly different form in which my in-
vention may be embodied.

In my drawings filed herewith, I have used
the reference numeral 10 to indicate generally
a case or filing drawer, which may be used 55
with my improved record file.

The case 10 has the usual bottom 10%, and
I have shown also the front wall 10°. I pref-
erably install in the case or drawer 10 a false
bottom.. One form of this false bottom is 60
indicated generally at A in Figure 2.

The false bottom comprises one or more
plates 12, having at their side edges down-
Fach of the
plates 12 with its flanges forms a bottom 08

-section.

One or.more sections may be used as may
be desired. They are installed in such man-
ner that the sections are slightly spaced from
each other, The sections may be connected 70

‘integrally by connecting the lower edges of

the flanges 12%, as shown in Figure 2, so that
such flanges with their connecting portion
12¢ form an upwardly opening channel. :

The sections of the bottom A are provided 78
in each plate 12 with a series of longitudi-
nally spaced, transversely elongated slots 14.
The slots 14 are co arranged -with relation

to the ends of the plates 12 that the slots
in each plate are aligned transversely with

80
the slots in the other plates of each complete -
unit. ' :

In Figures 1, 2 and 5, I have illustrated a
form of my record file in which two of the
sections A, integrally connected as above ex-
plained are used. o .

The bottom A comprising two sections is
placed in the case 10 as illustrated for in-
stance in Figures 1 and 5.

T use in connection with my record file
a plurality of dividers indicated generally
by the character B, comprising in each in-
stance a flat plate 16, and having one or more
downwardly projecting extensions 16°.

In the form of device shown in Figures 1
and 5, the divider B has two of the down-
ward extensions 16, which are of such size
and shape as to be readily projected through
a pair of transversely aligned slots 14 in the
false bottom A. The extensions 16* are of 100
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such length that they do not touch the bot-
tom 102 o

In the form of the device shown in Figures
1 and 5, the dividers are provided in their
lower edges with central notches or slots 16,
extending upwardly for a substantial dis-
tance as shown in Figures 1, 3 and 5.

In the form of the device shown in the
figures last mentioned, I use a notched rail
C in the form of a flat plate 18, having in
its upper edge a series of regular notches 18
The rail C serves in the form of device shown
in Figures 1 and 5 as a means for separating
the case 10 into two compartments, and also
serves another purpose, which will be men-
tioned below. '

The rail C has its lower edge seated in
the space between the flanges 12° of the sec-
tions of the bottom A. The slots 16" are of
such length that when the parts are assembled
as shown in Figure 1, and the dividers are
swung rearwardly, the material at the upper
ends of the slots 16° will.engage in respective
notches, 18* of the rail C, as shown at the
left-hand part of Figure 1, in such manner
that the dividers B are held 1n spaced parallel
planes by means of the engagement of the

extensions 16* in the notches 14, and the en-

gagement of the plates 16 with the notches
18% of the rail C.

There is a great advantage in such.a struc-
ture in that the upper edges of the dividers D
will always be separated a sufficient distance
so that they may be readily accessible for
being moved. '

The extensions 16 are of such length and

the slots. 14 in each false bottom section are so

spaced, that the extensions 16* perform an
important function in addition to that of en-

tering the slots 14 for holding the dividers.

properly spaced at their lower parts.
Assuming that the dividers are resting in
their normal positions inclined from the
lower edges upwardly and rearwardly, then
it will be observed that when one of the di-
viders is swung forwardly from its upper
edge, the extension 16* will during such swing-
ing movement of the divider under considera-
tion engage the extension of the next rear-
ward divider and cause it to swing forwardly
a certain distance. -The extensions 16* of a
plurality of the dividers will successively en-
gage the extensions 16* of the next rearward

dividers, thus swinging several of the di-

viders forwardly as illustrated in Figure 1.
The number of dividers thus affected will be
determined by the spacing of the slots 14 and
the length of the extensions 16

This structure and the function thus re-.

sulting has the advantage of enabling the
user ot the record file to swing one of the di-
viders forwardly and thus actuate several
of the dividers for limited forward swinging
movement, whereby the data at the upper
ends of several of the dividers or data upon
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documents or the like between such dividers
at the upper parts thereof is made readily
visible.

This is of considerable importance for in-
stance in the keeping of the records of den-
tists, doctors and others who may want to
check through their record cards for patients
rapidly, and also it is of importance where
records pertaining to certain transactions are
kept between several successive dividers and
may be made simultaneously visible.

In Figure 6, I have shown another form
in which my invention may be embodied.

In Figure 6, I have shown a case 20, simi-
lar, except as to size, to the case 10. In the
case 20 is installed a false bottom A, com-
prising a flat plate 22 provided at its side
edges with upwardly opening, downwardly
projected channels 22°, in which are received
the lower edges of rails C, similar to that
already described. -

In the form of device shown in Figure 6, I
provide dividers B, comprising the plates 24,
having the notches 24* cut from their lower
edges and at their side edges to receive the
rails C. The plate 22 has spaced rows of
notches to receive downward extensions 24*
on the dividers B

In Figure 7, T have shown a type of record
file in which three rows of dividers are ar-
ranged in a case, and the construction and
function of the extensions, such as 16* are re-
tained, but the function of the rail C as here-

‘tofore explained, so far as it serves to limit the

swinging movement of the dividers, is done
away with.

In the device shown in Figure 7, I have
shown a wider case in which is installed a
false bottom A2 similar to the false bottom A,
except that it has three sections integrally
connected together, as are the two sections of
the false bottom A. T have indicated the sec-
tions in Figure 7 at 42, 44 and 46.

Between the sections 42 and 44 and 44 and
46 respectively are the channels 42* and 44%
in which are received the lower edges of plates
or the like 48, by which the case 40 is divided
into three compartments. .

In each compartment; I arrange dividers

Bz, which are similar to the dividers B, ex-

cept that they have no slots 16* and have only
one central, downward extension 50.

In a device like that shown in Figure 5,
the case is divided into two compartments,
but when a divider in one compartment is
moved, it is of course moved integrally with
the correzponding divider in the other com-
partment. There are certain transactions
which it is desirable to keep in compartments
arranged side by side, and for such transac-
tions the form of device shown in Figure 5 is
peculiarly adaptable. _

The device shown in Figure 6 is convenient
for letters or longer sheets. ,

The device shown in Figure 7 is peculiarly
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adapted for keeping a large number of rec-
ords.or cards.

-The advantages of the record file herein ex-
plained will be largely seen from the fore-
going description. =~ .

The use of the pivoted dividers with the
downward extensions enables me then to per-
form the function of autematically swinging
several dividers when one divider is moved
forwardly. .

This function could be performed with
other pivoting means.

When the particular pivoting means here
shown is employed, the extensions 16* enter

- the slots and in combination with the-peculiar

arrangement of slots form a convenient means
for pivoting the dividers in place.

As will be seen, a portion of my invention ~

may be used without the usé of the notched
rail C, the notched feature and the coaction
between the notches in the dividers being
omitted from the device shown in Figure 7.
Other modifications of my invention may
be made without departing from the real

-spirit and purpose of my invention, and it is

my intention to cover by my claims any
changes in structure or use of mechanical
equivalents, which may be reasonably in-
‘cluded within their scope.

I claim as my invention:

1. In a record file, a case having a bottom,

~ a plurality of divider members, means for
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pivotally supporting the divider members
above the bottom of the case, said divider
members having downward extensions and
being pivoted at such distances from each
other that the swinging of one divider mem-
ber causes its extension to engage the exten-

sion of the next divider member for moving.

such next divider member.

2. In a record file, a case having a bot-,
tom, a plurality of divider members, means
for pivotally supporting the divider mem-
bers above the bottom of the case, said
divider members having downward exten-
sions and being pivoted at such distances
from each other that the swinging of one
divider member causes its extension to en-
gage the extension of the next divider mem-
ber: for moving such next divder member,
and means for limiting the swinging move-
ment of the divider members away from the
vertical, whereby when the divider members
are so swung away from the vertical they
will lie in parallel planes.

3. In a structure of the kind described, the
combination of a case with a raised false bot-
tom therefor having a plurality. of regularly

- spaced slots, divider members having exten-

60

sions at their lower ends projecting through
said slots, the slots being so spaced and the
extensions being of such length that the

3

swinging of a divider member over center
causes its extension to engage the extension
of the next divider member for causing
swinging movement of such next divider
member.

4. In a structure of the kind described, the
combination of a case with a raised false bot-
tom therefor having a plurality of regu-
larly spaced slots, divider members having
extensions at their lower ends projecting
through said slots, the slots being so spaced

-and the extensions being of such length that

the swinging of a divider member over cen-
ter causes its extension to engage the exten-
sion of the next divider member for causing
swinging movement of such next divider
member, and means for limiting the swing-
ing movement of the divider members away
from the vertical to inclined positions in-par-
allel planes.

5. In a structure of the class described, the
combination of a case with a raised false bot-
tom therefor having a plurality of regularly
spaced slots, divider members having exten-
sions at their lower ends projecting through
said slots, the slots being so spaced and the
extensions being of such length that the
swinging of a divider member over center
causes its extension to engage the extension
of the next divider member for causing

swinging movement of such next divider

mem%_er, and means for limiting the swing-
ing movement of the divider members away
from the vertical to inclined positions in par-
allel planes, said means comprising a plate
having a notched upper edge, said divider
members having portions adapted to engage
with the notches of said plate.

6. In a structure of the class described, a
case, a plurality of divider members pivoted
in said case at their lower edges in spaced
relation to each other, a vertical rail in said
case having a notched upper edge, said di-
vider members having portions adapted to

engage the notches of said plate for limiting:

the swinging movement of the dividers.

7. In a structure of the class described, a
case, a false bottom therefor having a plu-
rality of slots, divider plates having down-
ward extensions received in said slots, each
plate having at its lower edge a notch, and
an upright rail extending into said notch.

8. In a structure of the class described, a
case, a false bottom therefor having a plu-
rality of slots, divider plates having down-
ward extensions received in said slots, each
plate having at its lower edge a notch, and an
upright rail extending into said notch, and
having a notched upper edge.

Des Motines, Towa, December 12, 1927,

HARVEY P. THOMPSON. .
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